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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The purpose of the following Narrative 
is to give a detailed and accurate account 
of certain remarkable incidents whidh took 
place in the Orkney Islands, concerning 
which, the more imperfect traditions and 
mutUated records of the country only tell 
us the following erroneous particulars : — 
. In the mopth of January 1724-5, a ves- 
sel, called the Revenge bearing twenty large 
guns, and six smaller, commanded by John 
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11 ADVERTISEMENT. 

Gow, or GoFFE, or Smith, cjame to the 
Orkney Islands, and was discovered to be a 
pirate, by various acts of insolence and vil- 
lainy committed by the crew. These were 
for some time submitted to, the inhabitants 
of these remote islands not possesring arms 
nor means of resistance; and so bold was the 
Captain of these banditti, that he not only 
came ashore, and gave dancing parties in the 
village of Stromness, but, before his real cha- 
racter was discovered, engaged the affections, 
and received the troth-plight, of a youngla- 
dy possessed of some property. A patriotic 
individual, James Fea, younger of Cles* 
tron, &nned the plan of securing the bue^ 
caneer, whkh he effected by a mixture of 
courage and address, in consequence chiefly 
of Gow's vessel having gone on shore near 
the harbour of Calfiiound, on the Island of 
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Eda^ not far distant from a house then in- 
habited by Mr Fea. In the various strata^ 
gems by which Mr Fe a contrived finally, at 
the peril of his life, they being weU armed 
and desperate, to make the whole pirates his 
prisoners, he was much aided by Mr James 
Laing, the grandfather of the late Mal- 
COLII Laiko, Esq. the acute and ingeni- 
ous historian qf Scotland during the 17th 
century. 

Gow, and others of his crew, suffered, by 
sentence of the High Court of Admiralty, 
the punishment their crimes had long de- 
served. He conducted himself with great 
audacity when before the Court ; and, 
from an account of the matter, by an eye- 
witness, seems to have been subjected to some 
unusual severities, in order to compel him to 
plead. The words are these : ** John Gow 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

would not plead, for which he was hrought 
to the har, and the Judge ordered that his 
thumbs should be squeezed by two men, 
with a whip-cord, till it did break ; and 
then it should be doubled, till it did again 
break, and then laid threefold, and that the 
executioners should puU with their whole 
strength ; which sentence Gow endured 
with a great deal of boldn^." The next 
morning, (27th May, 1725,) when, he had 
seen the preparations for pressing him to 
death, his courage gave way, and he told 
the Marshal of Court, that he would not 
have given so much trouble, had he been 
assured of not being hanged in chains. He 
was then tried, condemned, and executed, 
with others of his crew. 

It is said, that the lady whose affections 
Gow had engaged, went up to Liondon to 
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see him before his death, and that, arriving 
too late, she had the courage to request a 
sight of his dead body ; and then touching 
the hand of the corpse, she formally resu- 
med the trolh-plight vrhich she had bestow- 
ed. Without going through this ceremony, 
she could not, according to the superstition 
of the country, have escaped a visit from the 
ghost of her departed lover, in the event of 
her bestowing upon any living suitor, the 
faith which she had plighted to the dead. 
This part of the legend may serve as a cu- 
rious commentary on the beautiful tale of 
the fine Scottish ballad, which begins. 



<t 



There came a ghost to Margaret's door/' &c. 



The common account of this incident far- 
ther bears, that Mr Fea, the spirited indi- 
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vidual by whose exertions Gomt's career of 
iniquity was cut short, was so &r from recei- 
Ting any reward from Grovemment, that he 
could not obtain even countenance enough 
to protect him against a variety of sham 
suits, raised against him by Newgate soli- 
dtors, who acted in the name of 60 w^ and 
others of the pirate crew ; and the various 
expences, vexatious prosecutions, and other 
legal consequences, in which his gallantry 
involved him, utterly ruined his fortune and 
his fftmily ; making his memory a notable 
example to all who shall in friture take 
]pirates on their own authority* 

It is to be supposed, for the honour of 
George the First's government, that the 
last circumstance, as well as the dates^ and 
other particDlais of the eommonly received 
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story, are inaccurate, since they will be found 
totally irreconcileable with the following ve- 
racious narrative, compiled from materials 
to which he himself alone has had access, 
by 

The Author of Wavebley. 



Ist November^ 1881. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The stoim had ceased its wintrj loar, 

Hoarse dash the billows of the sea ; 
But who on Thule's desert shore, 

Cries, Have I bum'd my harp for thee ? 

Macxiel. 

That long, narrow, and irregular island, usu- 
ally called the Main^Land of Zetland, because it 
is by far the largest of that Archipelago, termi- 
nates, as is well known to the mariners who 
navigate the stormy seas which surround the 
Thule of the ancients, in a cliff of tremendous 
height, entitled Sumburgh-Head, which presents 
its bare scalp and naked sides to the wdght of a 
tremradous surge, and forms the extreme point 
of the isle to the sooth-east. This lofty promon- 
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tory is constantly exposed to the current of a 
strong and furious tide, which setting in betwixt 
the Orkney and Zetland Islands, and running 
with force only inferior to that of the Pentland 
Frith, takes its name from the headland we have 
mentioned, and is called the Roost of Sumburgh ; 
roost being the phrase assigned in these isles to 
currents of this description. 

On the land side, the promontory is covered 
with short grass, and slopes steeply down to a 
little isthmus, upon which the sea has encroached 
in creeks, which^ advancing from either side of the 
island, gradually work their way forward, and 
seem as if in a short time they would form a 
junction, and altogether insulate Sumburgh- 
Head, when what is now a cajpe, will become a 
lonely mountain islet, severed from the main-i 
land, of which it is at present the terminating ex** 
tremity. • • . r. .>^ \^ • '• '•■' '- 

Man, however, bad in former days iconsidered 
this as a remote or unlikely event ; for a Nor- 
wegian chief of other times, or, sa other accounts 
said, and as the name of Jarlshof seemed to imply, 
an anciept i]Barl of the Oritneys had selected this 
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neck of land as the. place for establishing a man« 
a<»]-house. It has been long enUrely deserted, 
and the vestiges can only be discerned with diffi^ 
culty ; for the loose sand^bome on the tempestuous 
gales of these stormy regions, has overblown, and 
almost buried the ruins of the buildii^ ; but in 
the end of the seventeenth century, a part of the 
Earl's mansion was still entire and inhabitable. It 
was a rude building of rough stone, with nothing 
about it to gratify the .eye, or to excite the imagi- 
nation ; — a large old-fashioned house, with a very 
steep roof, covered with flags composed of grey 
sandstone, would perhaps convey the best idea of 
the place to a modem reader. The windows were 
few, were veiy smaU in size, and were distributed 
up and down the building with utter contempt of 
regularity. Against the main building had resU 
ed, in former times, certain smaller copartmenta 
of the mansion-house, containing offices, or sub- 
ordinate apartments, necessary for the accommo* 
dation of the EarPs retainers and menials. But 
these had become ruinous ; and the rafters had 
been taken down &r fire-wood, or for other pur- 
poses ; the walls had given way in many places ; 
and, to complete the devastation, the sand had 
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already drifted amongst the ruins, and filled up 
what had been once the chambers they cont«n- 
ed, to the depth of two or three feet. 

Amid this desolation, the inhabitants of Jarls- 
hof had contrived, by coi^tant labour and at- 
tention, to keep in order a few roods of land, 
which had been inclosed as a garden, and which, 
sheltered by the walls of the house itself, from 
the relentless sea-blast, produced such vegetables 
as the climate could bring fcnrth, or rather as the 
sea-gale would permit to grow ; for these islands 
experience even less of the rigour of cold than is 
encountered on the mainland of Scotland ; but, 
unsheltered by a wall of some sort or other, it is 
scarce possible to raise even the most ordinary 
culinary vegetables ; and as (or shrubs or trees,- 
they are entirely out of the question, such is the 
force of the sweeping sea^^blast. 

At a idiort distance from the mansion, and 
near to the sea-beach, just where the creek forms 
a sort of imperfect harbour, in which lay three or 
four fishing-boats, there^ere a few most wretch- 
ed cottages for the inhabitants and tenants of the 
township of Jarlshof, who held the whole cfistrict 
of the landlord upon such tarms as were in those 
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days usually gnmted to porsoiis of thb descrip- 
tio0> Mid which, of course, were hard enc^h. 
The liMidlard lumself resided upon an estate 
which he possess^ in a more e%ihle situatioiiy 
in a different part of the island, and seUom mint- 
ed bis posaesaous at Supodbui^^Head* He was 
an honest, ii^iain Zetland gentleman^ somewhat 
pas^onate, the necessary remilt of beii^ surround- 
ed by dqiendents ; i^d somewhat overHConvivial 
in his habits, the cou^^uence, perhaps, of havkig 
too much time at, his disposed; but frank-l^ni- 
pered, and generous ^ \m peO{4e, a|id kind and 
hospitable to strangers* He was deseeded aiUo 
of an old and noble Norwe^pum ftmily ; acificumr 
stance which rendered him dearer tp the lower 
orders, most of whom are of the same race; while 
the lairds, or proprietora> are generally of Soot* 
tish extraction, who^ at this early period, w^e 
even still con^dered as strangers and intruders^ 
Magnus Troil, who dednoed his descent from the 
very Earl who was supposed to hate founded 
Jarlshof, was pecujOup-ly of this opipic^ 

The present inbalHtants c^ J^irlshof had expe^ 
rienced, on several o^oa^on^ the kindnetusf and 
good will of the prf)pri^tar of the t^tory < When 
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Mr Mertoun, such was the name of the present 
inhabitant of the old mansion, first arrived in Zet- 
land, some years before the story commences, he 
had received at the house of Mr Troil that warm 
^md cordial hosfntality for which the islands are 
distmguished. No one asked him whence he came, 
where he was gxnng, what was his purpose in vi- 
fdting so remote a corner of the empire, or what 
was likely to be the term of his stay. He arrived 
a perfect stranger, yet was instantly overpowered 
by a suocesnon of invitations ; and in each house 
which he visited, he £3und a home as long as he 
chosen to accept it, and lived as one of the family, 
unnoticed and unnoticmg, until he thought pro- 
per to r^nove to some other dwelKng. This ap- 
parent indifference to the rank, character, and 
qualities of then: guest, did not anse from apathy 
on the part of 'his kind hosts, for the islanders had 
their full «haie of natural curiosity ; but their de- 
licacy deemed it would be an infringement upon 
the laws of hospitality, to ask questions which heir 
guest might have found it difficult or unplearing 
to answer ; and instead of endeavouring, as is 
usual in other oountries, to wring out of Mr Mer- 
toun such communications as he might find it 
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agreeable to withhold, the con8ido*ate Zetlanders 
contented themselves with eagerly gathering up 
such scraps of infonnation as could be collected 
in the course of conversation. 

But the rock in an Arabian desart is not more 
reluctant to aSoxd water, than Mr Ba^ Mertqun 
was niggard in imparting his confidence, ei^ in. 
cidentally; and certainly the politeness of the 
gentry of Thule was never put to a more severe 
task than when they felt that good-breeding en* 
joined them to abstain from inquiring into the si* 
tuation of so mysterious a personage. 

All that was actually known of him was easily 

summed up. Mr Mertouh had come to Lerwick, 

then rising into some importance but not yet ao* 

knowledged as the prindpal town of the island; 

in a Dutch vessel, accompanied only by his son, 

a handsome boy of about fourteen years old. His 

own age might exceed forty. The Butch dup. 

per introduced him to some of the very good 

friends with whom he used to barter gin and gin-i 

jgerbread .for little \Zetland bullocks, smoked 

geese, and stockings of lambs^ wool ; and al- 

Aough Meinheer could only say, that *^ Mein< 

2 
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heer Mertoun hab hay his bassage like one gen* 
tlemans, and hab ^ven a Ereitz^olUr bemde to 
the crew,^ this introduction served to eatabliah 
the Dutchman's passenger in a respectable circle 
of acquaintances, which gradually enlarged, as it 
appeared that the stranger was a man of consi- 
derable aequiranents. 

This discovery was made as it weretperjorce; 
for Mertoun was aM unwilling to speak upcm ge- 
neral subjects, as upon his own af&irs. But he 
was sometimes led into discussions, which shew- 
ed, as it were in spite of himself, the scholar and 
the man of the world ; and, at other times. Us if 
in requital of the hospitality which he expmen- 
oed, he seemed to compel himself, against his fix- 
ed nature, to enter into the society of those around 
him, especially when it assumed the grave, me- 
lancholy, or satirical oast, which best suited the 
temper of his own mind. Upon such occa^ns, 
the Zetlanders were univarsally of opinion that 
he must have had an excellent education, neglect- 
ed only in one striking particular, namely, that Mr 
Mertoun scarce knew the stem of a ship from the 
stem ; and in the management of a boat, a cow 
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could not be more ignorant. It seemed astonish* 
ing such gross ignorance of the most necessarj 
art of life, ^n the Zetland Isles at least,) should 
subsist along with his accomplii^iments in other 
respects ; but so it was. 

Unless called forth in the manner we have 
mentioned^ the habits of Basil Mertoun were re- 
tired and^ioomy. From loud mirth he instant- 
ly fled ; and even the moderated cheerf uhiess of 
a £riendly party, had the invariable effect of 
throwing him into deeper dejection than &vea hn 
usual demeanour indicated. 

Women are always particularly desirous of in^ 
vestagating mystery, and of aUeviatiDg melan- 
doly^ especially when these; circumstances are 
united in a handsome man about the prime of 
life. It is poauble, therefore, that amongst the 
fair-haired and blue*eyed daughters of Thule 
this mysterious and pen^ve stranger might have 
found some one to take upon herself the task of 
consolation, had he shewn any willingness to ac 
c^t »ich kindly offices ; but^ far from doing so, 
be seemed even to shun the presence of the sex, 
to which in our distresses, whether of mind or 
^^Ji we generally apply for pity and comfort. 
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To these peculiarities Mr Mertoun i^ded an- 
other, which was particularly disagreeable to his 
host and principal patron, Magnus TrolL This 
magnate of Zetland, descdided by the &th»^8 
ade, as we have already said, from an ancient 
Norwegian family by the marriage of its repre- 
sentative with a Danish lady, hdd the devout 
opinion that a cup of Geneva or Nantz: was spe^ > 

dfic against all cares and afflictions whatsoever. 
These were remedies to which Mr Mertoun never 
applied ; his drink was water, and water alone, 
and no persuasion or entreaties could induce him 
to taste any stronger beverage than was aff(»rded 
by the pure spring* Now this Magnus TroU 
could not tolerate ; it was a defiance to the an- 
cient northern laws of conviviality, which, for his 
own part, he had so rigidly observed, that al- 
though he was wont to assert that he had never J 

in his life gone to bed drunk, (that is, in his 
own sense of the word^) it would have been im- 
possible to prove that he had ever resigned him-- 
self to slumber in a state of actual and absolute 
sobriety. It may be therefore asked, what did 
this stranger bring into society to compensate 
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die displeasure given by liis austere and 
ous habits ? He had, in the first place, that man* 
ner and self-impcMrtance which mark a person of 
some consequence ; and although it was conjec- 
tured that he could not be rich, yet it was cer- 
tainly known by his expenditure that neither was 
he absolutely poor. He had, besides, some pow- 
ers of conversation, when, as we have already 
hinted, he chose to exert them, and his misan- 
thropy or aversion to the business and intercourse 
of ordinary life, was often expressed in an anti- 
thetical manner, which passed for wit, when heU 
ter was not to be had. Above all, Mr Mer- 
toun^s secret seemed impenetrable, and his pre- 
^ senoe had all the interest of a riddle, which men 
love to read over and over, because they cannot 
find out tlie meaning of it. 

Not^thstanding these recommendations, Mer- 
toun differed in so many material points from bis 
host, that after he had been for some time a guest 
at his principal residence, Magnus Troil was 
agreeably surprised when, one evening after they 
had sate two hours in absolute 'silence, drinking 
brandy and water,^— that is, Magnus drinking the 
alcohol, and Mertoun theelement, — ^the guest ask. 
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ed his faosf s parmissioii to occupy, as his tenant, 
this deserted mansion of Jarslhof, at the extre- 
mity of the territory called Danrossness, and si- 
tuaited just beneath Sumburgh-Head. << I shall 
be handscnnely rid of him,^ quoth Magnus to 
himself, ^^ and fab kill-joy visage will nev^ i^ain 
stop the bottle in its round. His departure will 
ruin me in lemons, however, for his mere look 
was quite sufficient to sour a whole ocean of 
punch.^ 

Yet the kind-hearted Zetlander generously 
and difflnterestedly remoi^trated with Mr Mer- 
toun on the solitude and inconveniences to which 
he was about to subject himself. ^^ There were 
scarce,^ he said, <' even the most necessary articles 
of furniture in the old house— -there was no so- 
dety within many mUe^for provisions, theprin. 
dpal article of food would be sour sillocks, and 
his only company guUs and gannets.^ 

" My good friend,'' replied Mertoun, " if you 
could have named a circumstance which would 
render the residence more eligible to me than any 
other, it is that there would be neither human 
luxury nor human society near the place c^my re- 
treat; a shelter from the weather for my own head, 



THE PIRAT£. 15 

and for thebdj^s, is all I seek for; so name your 
rent, Mr Troil, and let me be your tenant at 
J^rlshof." 

" Rent ?" answered the Zedtader 5 « why, no 
great rent for an old house which no one has lived 
in since my mother''8 time, God rest her ; and as 
for shelter, the old walls are thick enough, and 
will bear lilany a bang yet. But, Heaven love 
you, Mr Mertoun, think what you ate purposing. 
For one of us to live at Jarlshof, were a wild 
scheme enough ; but you, who are from another 
country, whether Bnglish, Scotch, or Irish, no 
one can tel P 

<^ Nor does it greatly matter,^ said Mertoun, 
somewhat abruptly. 

** Not a herring^s scale,'' answered the Laird ; 
<' only that I like you the better for being no 
Scot, as I trust you are ndt one. Hither they 
have come like the clack-geese*— every chamber- 
lain has brought over a flock of his own nam^ 
and his own hatching, for what I know, and 
here they roost for ever— catch them returning 
to tbdr own barren Highlands or Lowlands, 
idien they have tasted our Zetland beef, and seen 
our Ixmny voes and lochs. No, rir," (here Mag- 
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nuB proceeded with great animatioDy ^^ppu^ fiK»n 
time to time the half-diluted spirit, which at the 
same time animated his resentment agaiin^t the 
intruders, ^d enabled him to endure the morti* 
fying reflections which it suggested,)^—" No, sir, 
the ancient days and the genuine manner^ of 
these Islands ar6 no more ; . for our ancient pos- 
sessors,— -our Patersons, our Feas, our Schlag* 
brenners, our Yhiorbioms, have given place to 
Giffords, Scotts, Mouats, men whose names be- 
speak them or their jancestors strangers to the soil 
TK'biph we the Troils have inhabited long before 
the days of Turf-Einaf, who first taught these 
Isles th^ mystery of burning peat for fuel, and 
who has been handed down to a grateful poste- 
rity by a name which records the discovery.^ 

This was a siibject uppn whldi the potentate 
of Jarlshpf was usually very diffuse, and Mer- 
toun saw him enter ypon itwith pleasure, because 
he knew he would, not. b^ called upon to contHr 
bute any aid to the c(»atcrsation, and might ther&r 
fore indulge his own saturnine humour while the 
Norwegian Zetlander declaimed on the change of 
times and inhabitants. But just as Magnus had 
arrived at the melancholy conclusion, " how pro- 
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bable it was, that in another century scarce a merk 
—-scarce even an ure of land, would be in posses- 
sion of the Norse inhabitants, the true Udallers* 
of Zetland,^ he recollected the drcumstances of 
his guest, and stopped suddenly short. ^' I do 
not say all this,^ he added, interrupting himself, 
*^ as if I were unwilling that you should settle on 
my estate, Mr Mertoun — ^but for Jarlshof-*the 
place is a wild one — Come from where you wiU, 
I warrant you will say, like other travellers, you 
came from a better climate than ours, for so say 
you all. And yet you think of a retreat which 
the very natives run away from. Will you not 
take your glass P"^ — (This was to be considered as 
inteijectional,) — '^ Then here's to you." 

" My good sir," answered Mertoun, " I am 
indifferent to climate ; if there is but air enough 
to fill my lungs, I care not if it be the breath of 
Arabia or of Lapland." 



* The Udallers are the allodial possesscH'S of Zetland^ 
who hold their possessions under the old Norwegian law« 
instead of the feudal tenures introduced among them from 
Scotland. 
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** Air enough you may have,^ answered Mag- 
nus/' no lack of that — somewhat damp, strangers 
allege it to be, but we know a corrective for that*— 
Here^s to you, Mr Mertoun— you must learn to 
do so, and to s^loke a pipe ; and then, as you 
say, you will find the air of Zetland equal to that 
of Arabia. But have you seen Jarlshof ?" 

The stranger intimated he had not. 

** Then," replied Magnus, " you have no idea 
of your undertaking. If you think it a comfort- 
able roadstead like this, with the house situated 
on the side of an inland voe, * that brings the 
herrings up to your door, you are mistaken, my 
*heart# At Jarlshof you will see nought but the 
wild waves tumbling on the bare rocks, and the 
Roost of Sumburgh running at the rate of fifteen 
knots an hour.^^ 

*' I shall see nothing at least of the current of 
human passions," replied Mertoun. 

*' You will hear nothing but the clanging and 
screaming of scaifs, sheer-waters, and sea-gulls, 
from day-break till sun-set." 

* Salt-water lake. 
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I will compound) my friend,^ rqilied the 
stranger, ^< so that I do not hear the chattering 
of women'^s tongues.^ 

*^ Ah^^ said the Norman, ** that ia because you 
hear just now my little Minna and Brenda nng* 
ing in the garden with your Mordaunt Now, I 
would rather listen to their little voices, than the 
sky*lark which I once heard in Caithness, or the 
nightingale that I have read of. — What will the 
^rls do for want of their playmate. Mordaunt P"^ 

** They will shift for themselves,^ answered 
Mertoun ; ** younger or elder they will find play- 
mates or dupes ; but the question is, Mr Troil, 
will you let to me, as your tenant, this old man- 
sion of Jarlshof ?" 

<^ Gladly, since you make it your option to 
live in a spot so desolate.^ 

** And for the rent ?" continued Mertoun. 

" The rent ?^ replied Magnus ; ** hum — ^why, 
you must have the bit of plantie cruive, which 
they once called a garden, and a right in the scat- 
koldj and a sixpenny merk of land, that the te- 
nants may fish for you ;— eight lispunds of but- 
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ter, and eight shillings sterling yearly, is not too 
much ?" 

Mr Mertoun agreed to terms so moderate, 
and from thenceforwai:d resided chiefly at the so- 
litary mansion which we have described in the 
beginning of this chapter, conforming not only 
without complaint, but, as it seemed, with a sul- 
len pleasure, to all the privations which so wild 
and desolate a situation necessarily imposed on 
its inhabitant. 
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CHAPTER II. 

^18 not alone the scene— the man, Anselmo, 
The man finds sympathies in these wild wastes. 
And roughly tumbling seas, which fairer views 
And smoother waves deny him. 

Ancient Drama. 



Thk few inhabitants of the township of Jarls- 
hof had at first heard with alarm that a person 
of rank superior to their own, was come to reside 
in the ruinous tenement which they still called 
the castlet In those days, (for the present times 
are gi*eatly altered for the better,) the presence of 
a superior, in such a situation, was almost certain 
ta be attended with additional burthens and ex. 
actions, for which, under one pretext or another, 
feudal customs furnished a thousand apologies. 
By each of these, a part of the tenants^ hard 
won and prcfcarious profits was diverted for the 
use of th^ir powerful neighbour and superior. 



i% THK PIRATR. 

the tacksman as he was called* But the sub-te- 
nants speedily found that no oppression of this 
kind was to be apprehended at the hands of Ba- 
sil Mertoun. His own means, whether large 
or small, were at least fully adequate to his ex- 
pences, which, so far as regarded his habits of 
life, were of the most frugal description. The 
luxuries of a few books, and some philosophical 
instruments, with which he was supplied from 
London as occasion offered, seemed to indicate a 
degree of wealth unusual in these islands ; but, 
on the other hand, the table and the accommo- 
dations at Jarlshof, did not exceed what was 
midntained by a Zetland proprietor of the most 
inferior description. • 

The tenants of the hamlet troubled themselves 
very little about the quality of their superior, as 
soon as they found that their situation was ra- 
ther to be mended than rendered worse by his 
presence ; and once relieved from the apprehen- 
sion of his tyrannizing over them, they laid their 
heads together to make the most of him by various 
petty tricks of overcharge and extortion, which for 
a while the stranger submitted to with the most 
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philosophic indifference. An incident, however, 
occurred, which put his character in anewliglit, 
and effectually checked all future efforts at ex- 
travagant imposition. 

A dispute arose in the kitchen of the Castle 
betwixt an old govemante, who acted as house- 
keeper to Mr Mertoun, and Swejrn Erickson, as 
good a Zetlander as ever rowed a boat to the 
haqfGshing ; * which dispute, as is usual in such 
cases, was maintained with such increasing heat 
and vociferation as to reach the ears of the mas- 
ter, (as he was called,) who, secluded in a solita- 
ry turret, was deeply employed in examining the 
contents of a new package of books from London^ 
which, after long expectation, had found its way 
to Hull, from thence by a whaling vessel to Ler- 
wick, and so to Jarlshof. With more than the 
usual thrill of indignation which indolent people 
always feel when roused into action on some un- 
pleasant occasion,Mertoun descended to the sc^e 
of contest, and so suddenly, peremptorily, and 
strictly inquired into the cause of dispute, that 



* t. e. The deep-sea fishings in distinction to that which 
is practised along shore. 
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the parties, notwithstanding every evanon which 
they attempted, became unable to disguise from 
him that their difference respected the several in- 
terests to which the honest governante, and no 
less honest fisherman, were respectively entitled, 
in an overcharge of about one hundred per cent, 
on a bargain of rock-^od, purchased by the for- 
mer from the latter, for the use of the family at 
Jarlshof. 

When this was fairly ascertained and confessed, 
Mr Mertoun stood looking upon the culprits 
with eyes in which the utmost scorn seemed to 
contend with awakening passion. '^ Hark you, 
ye old hag,^ said he at length to the housekeeper, 
<^ avoid my house this instant ; and know that I 
dismiss you, not for being a liar, a thief, and an 
ungrateful quean, for these are qualities as pro- 
per to you as your name of woman, but for daring, 
in my house, to scold above your breath. — And 
for you, you rascal, who suppose you may cheat 
a stranger as you woyAA Jlinch* a whale, know 
that I am well acquainted with the rights which. 



* The operation of slicing the blubber from the bones 
of the whftlej is called^ technically, ^iRcA/ns*. 
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by delegation from your master, Magnus Troil, 
I can exercise over you, if I will. Provoke me 
to a certain pitch, and you shall karn, to your 
cost, I can break your rest as easily as you can 
interrupt my leisure. I know the meaning of 
scat^ and wattle^ and Jianxikheny and hagalefy and 
every other exaction by which your lords, in an« 
cient and modem days, have wrung your withers ; 
nor is there one of you that shall not rue the day 
that you could not be content with robbing me of 
my money, but must also break in on niy leisure 
with your atrocious northern clamour, that rivals 
in discord the screaming of a flight of Arctic gulls."" 

Nothing better occurred to Sweyn, in answer 
to this objurgation, than the preferring a humble 
request that his honour would be pleased to keep 
the cod-fish without payment, and say no more 
about the matter ; but by this time Mr Mertoun 
had worked up his passions into an ungovernable 
rage, and with one hand he threw the money at the 
fisherman^s head, while with the other he pelted 
him out of the apartment with his own fish. 

There was so much of appalling and tyrannic 
fury in the stranger's manner on this occasion. 
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that Sweyn neither stopped to collect the money 
nor take back his commodity, but fled at a pre- 
cipitate rate to the small hamlet, to tell his com- 
rades that if they provoked Master Mertoun any 
further, be would turn an absolute Pate Stuart* 
on their hand, and head and hang without either 
judgment or mercy. 

Hither also came the discarded housekeeper, to 
consult with her neighbours and kindred, (for 
she also was a native of the village,) what she 
should do to regain the desirable situation from 
which she had been so suddenly expelled. The 
old Rauzellaar of the village, who had the voice 
most potential in the deliberations of the town- 
ship, after hearing what had happened, pronoun, 
ced that Sweyn Erickson had gone too far in 
raising the market upon Mr Mertoun; and that 
whatever pretext the tacksman might assume 
for thus giving way to his anger, the real grie- 
vance must have been the charging the rock cod- 

* Meaning, probably, Patrick Stuart, Earl of Orkney, 
executed for tyranny land oppression practised on the in- 
habitants of these remote islands in the beginning of the 
seventeenth century. 
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fish at a penny instead of a halfpenny a-piece ; 
he therefore exhorted all the community never to 
raise their exactions in future beyond the pro- 
portion of threepence upon the shillings at which 
rate their master at the Castle could not reason- 
ably be expected to grumble, »nce, as he was 
disposed to do them no harin^ it was reasonable 
to think that, in a moderate way, he had no ob- 
jection to do them good. ^' And three upon 
twelve,'" said the experienced Rauzellaar, *^ is a 
decent and moderate profit, and will bring with 
it God'*s blessing and Swit Ronald'^s.^ 

Proceeding upon the tori^thus judidously re» 
commended to them, the inhabitants of Jarlshof 
cheated Mertoun in future only to the moderate 
extent of twenty-five per cent. ; a rate to which 
all nabobs, army-contractors, speculators in the 
funds, and others, whom recent and rapid success 
has enabled to settle in the country upon a great 
scale, ought to submit, as very reasonable treat- 
ment at the hand of their rustic neighbours. 
Mertoun at least seemed of that opinion, for he 
gave himself no further trouble on the subject of 
his household expences. 

14 
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The conscript fathers of Jarlshof, having set^ 
tied their own matters, took next under their 
consideration the case of Swertha, the banished 
matron who had been expelled from the Castle, 
whom OS an experienced and useful ally, they 
were highly desirous to restore to her office of 
housekeeper, should that be found possible. But 
as their wisdom here failed them, Swertha, in de- 
spair, had recourse to the good offices of Mor- 
daunt Mertoun, with whom she had acquired 
some favour by her knowledge in old Norwegian 
ballads, and dismal tales concerning the Trows 
or Drows, (the dwarfs of the Scalds) with whom 
superstitious eld had peopled many a lonely ca- 
vern and brown dale in Duiirossness, as in every 
other district of Zetland. '^ Swertha,^ said the 
youth, ^' I can do but little for you, but you may 
do something for yourself. My father^s passion 
resembles the fury of those ancient champions 
you sing songs about.^ 

** Ay, ay, fish of my heart,'^ replied the old 
woman, with a pathetic whine ; ^^ the Berserkars 
were champions who lived before the blessed days 
of Saint Olave, and who used to run like mad- 



THE PIRATE. 29 

men on swords, and spears, and harpoons, and 
muskets, and snap them all into pieces as a fin- 
ner would go through a herring-net, and then, 
when the fury went oflP, were- as weak and un- 
stable as water.^' 

" That'^s the very thing, Swertha,'' said Mor- 
daunt. *' Now, my father never likes to think of 
his passion after it is over, and is so much of a 
Berserkar, that, let him be desperate as he will 
to-day, he will not care about it to-morrow. There^ 
fore, he has not filled up your place in the house-* 
hold at the Castle, and not a mouthful of warm 
food has been dressed there since you went away, 
and not a morsel of bread baked, but we have li- 
ved just upon whatever cold thing came to hand. 
Now, Swertha, I will be your warrant, that if 
you go boldly up to the Castle, and enter upon 
the discharge of your duties as usual, you will 
never hear a single word from him.**' 

Swertha hesitated at first to obey this bold 
counsel. She said, ^^ to her thinking, Mr Mer- 
toun, when he was angry, looked more like a 
fiend than any Berserkar of them all ; that the 
fire fiashed from his eyes, and ihc foam flew from 
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his lips ; and that it would be a plain tempUng 
of Providence to piit herself again in such a ven'^ 
ture.'' 

But, on the encouragement which she reoeiTed 
from the son, she determined at length once more 
to face the parent ; and, dressing herself in her 
ordinary household attire, for so Mordaunt par- 
ticularly recommended, she slipped into the Castle, 
and presently resijming the various and numerous 
occupations which devolved on her, seemed as 
deeply engaged in household cares as if she had 
never been out of office. 

The first day of her return to her duty, Swer- 
tha made no appearance in presence of her mas- 
ter, but trusted that, after his three days^ diet on 
cold meat, a hot dish, dressed with the best of 
her simple skill, might introduce her favourably 
to his recollection. When Mordaunt had report- 
ed that his father had taken no notice of this 
change of diet, and when she herself observed 
that, in passing and repassing him occasionally, 
her appearance produced no effect upon her sin- 
gular master, she began to imagine that the whole 
affair had escaped Mr Mertoun^s memory. Nei- 
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ther was she convinced of the contrary until one 
day, when happening somewhat to elevate her 
tone in a dispute with the other midd-servant, 
her master, who at that time passed the place of 
contest, eyed her with a strong glance, and pro- 
nounced the single word, remember^ in a tone 
which taught Swertha the government of her 
tongue for many weeks after. 

If Mertoun was whimsical in his mode of go- 
verning his household, he seemed no less so in 
his plan of educating his son. He shewed the 
youth 'but few symptoms of parental affection ; 
yet, in his ordinary state of mind, the improve- 
ment of Mordaunt^s education seemed to be the 
utmost object of his life. He had both books and 
information sufficient to discharge the task of tu- 
tor in the ordinary branches of knowledge ; and 
in this capacity was regular, calm, and strict, not 
to say severe, in exacting from his pupil the at- 
tention necessary for his profiting. But in the 
perusal of histbry, to which their attention was 
frequently turned, as well as in the study of 
classic authors, there often occurred facts or sen- 
timents which produced an instant effect upon 
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Mertoun'^s mind, and brought on him suddenly 
what Swertha, Sweyn, and even Mordaunt, came 
to distinguish by the name of his dark hour. He 
was aware, in the usual case, of its approach, and 
retreated to an inner apartment, into which he 
never permitted even Mordaunt to enter. Here 
he would abide in seclusion for days, and even 
weeks, only coming out at uncertain times, to 
take such food as they had taken care to leave 
within his reach, which he used in wonderfully 
small quantities. At other times, and especially 
during the winter solstice, when almost' every 
person spends the time within doors in feasting 
and merriment, this unhappy man would wrap 
himself in a dark-coloured sea-cloak, and wander 
out along the stormy beach, or upon the desolate 
heath, indulging his own gloomy and wayward re- 
veries, under the inclement sky, the ratlier that 
he was then most sure to wander unencountered 
and unobserved. 

As Mordaunt grew older, he learned to note 
the particular signs which preceded these fits of 
gloomy despondency, and to direct such precau- 
tions as might insure his unfortunate parent from 
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ilUtimed interruption, (which had always the ef- 
fect of driving him to fury,) while, dn the con- 
trary, full provision was made for his subsist- 
ence. Mordaunt perceived, that at such periods 
the melancholy fit of his father was greatly pro- 
longed, if he chanced to present himself t;o his 
eyes while the dark hour was upon him. Out of 
respect, therefore, to bis parent, as weU as to in- 
dulge the love of active exercise and of amuse- 
ment natural to his period of life, Mordaunt 
used often altogether to absent himself from the 
mansion of Jarlshof, and men from the district, 
secure that his father, if the dark hour passied 
away in his absence, would be little disposed to 
enquire how his son had disposed of his leisure, 
so he was sure he had not watched his own weak 
moments ; that being the subject on which he en- 
tertained the utmost jealousy. 

At such times, therefore, all the sources of 
amusement which the country afforded, were open 
to the younger Mertoun, who, in these intervals 
of his education, had an opportunity ta give full 
scope to the energies of a bold, active, and da- 

VOL. I. c 
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ring character. He was often engaged with the 
youth of the hamlet in those desp^ate sporte, 
to which the *^ dreadful trade of the samphire 
gatherer^ is like a walk upon level ground— often 
joined those midni^t excursions upon the face of 
the ^ddy cliffs^ to secure the eggs or ih^ young 
of the sea-fowl ; and in these daring adventi^res 
displayed an address, and presence of mind, and 
activity, which, in one so young, and not a native 
of the country, astonished the oldest fowlers. 

At other times, Mordaunt accompanied Sweyn 
and other fisherfne^in their lopg and perilous 
expeditions to the distant and deep sea, leamii]^ 
under their direction the managiement of th^ 
boat, in which they equal or exceed, perhaps, 
any natives of the British empire. This exercise 
had charms for Mordaunt, independently of the 
fishing alone. 

At this time, the old Norwegian sagas were 
much remembered, and often rehefirsed by the 
fishermen, who still preserved amongst thepo- 
selves the ancient Norse tongue, which was the 
speech of their forefathers. In the dark romance 
of those Scandinavian tales, lay much that was 

4 
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captivating to a youthful eaf ; and the classic 
tales of antiquity were rivalled at least, if not 
excelled, in Mordaunf s opinion, by the strange 
l^ends of Berserkar, of Sea-kings, of dwarfs, 
giants, and sorcerers, which he heard from the 
native Zetlanders. Often the scenes around him 
were assigned as the localities of the wild poems, 
which, half recited, half chaunted, by voices as 
hoarse, if not so loud, as the waves over which 
they floated, pointed out the very bay on which 
they sailed as the scene of a bloody sea^^ht ; 
the scarce-seen heap of stones that bristled over 
the projecting cape, as the dun or castle of some 
potent £arl or noted pirate ; the distant and so- 
litary grey stone on the lonely moor, as marking 
the grave of an hero ; the wild cavern, up which 
the sea rolled in heavy, broad, and unbrokai 
billows, as the dwelling of some noted sorceress. 
The ocean also had its mysteries, the effect of 
which was aided by the dim twilight, through 
which it was imperfectly seen for more than half 
the year. Its bottomless depths and secret caves 
contained, according to the account of Sweyn and 
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Others, skilled in legendary lore, such wonders 
as modern navigators reject with disdain. In the 
quiet moonlight bay, where the waves came rip- 
pling to the shore, upon a bed of smooth sand in- 
termingled with shells, the mermaid was still seen 
to glide along the waters by moonlight, and, ming- 
ling her voice with the sighing breeze, was often 
heard tosingof subterranean wonders, ortochaunt 
prophesies of future events. The kraken, that 
hugest of living things, was still supposed to 
cumber the recesses of the Northern Ocean ; and 
often, when some fog-bank covered the sea at a 
distance, the eye of the experienced boatmen saw 
the horns of the monstrous leviathan welking and 
waving amidst the wreaths of mist, and bore away 
with all press of oar and sail, lest the sudden suc- 
tion, occasioned by the sinking of the monstrous 
mass to the bottom, should drag within the grasp 
of its multifarious feders his own frail skilF. The 
sea-snake was also known, which, arising out of 
the depths of ocean, stretches to the skies his enor- 
mous neck, covered With a mane like that of a 
war-horse, and with its broad glittering eyes. 
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raised masUhead high, looks out, as it seems, for 
plunder or for victims. 

Many prodigious stories of these marine mon- 
sters, and of many others less known, were then 
universally received among the Zetlanders, whose 
descendants have not as yet by any means aban- 
doned faith in them. 

Such legends are, indeed, every where current 
amongst the vulgar ; but the imagination is far 
more powerfully affected by them on the deep 
and dangerous seas of the north, amidst precipi- 
ces and headlands, many hundred feet in height, 
— amid perilous straits, and currents, and eddies, 
-—long sunken reefs of rock, over which the vivid 
ocean foams and boils,— dark caverns, to whose 
extremities neither man nor skiff has ever ven- 
tured, — ^lonely, and often uninhabited isles,— and 
occasionally the ruins of ancient northern fast- 
nesses, dimly seen by the feeble light of the Arc- 
tic winter. To Mordaunt, who had much of ro- 
mance in his disposition, these superstitions form- 
ed a pleasing and interesting exercise of the ima- 
gination, while, half doubting, half inclined to be- 
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Here, he lisfe^Md to the tales chaunted codoem- 
ing these wonders of nature, and creatures of cre- 
dulous belief, told in the rude but enei^ti^ lan- 
guage of the ancient Scalds. 

But there wanted not softer and lighter amuse* 
meats, thatmight seem better suited toMordaunt^s 
age, than the wild tales and rude exercises which 
#e have already mentianed. The season of win- 
ter, when, from the shortness of the day-light, 
labour becomes impossible, is in Zetland the time 
of revel, feasting, and merriment Whatever the 
fisherman has been able to acquire during sum- 
mer, was expended, and often wasted, in miuntain* 
ing the mirth and hospitality of his hearth du* 
ring this period ; while the landholders and gen- 
tlemen of the island gave double loose to their 
convivial and hosjntable dispositions, thronged 
their houses with guests, and drove away the ri- 
gour of the season with jest, glee, and song, the 
dance, and the wine-cup. 

Amid the revels of this merry, though rigo- 
rous seasota, no youth added more spirit to the 
dance, or glee to the revel, than the young stran- 
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ger, Mordaunt Mertoun. When his father^s atate 
of mind permitted^ or iiuleed reqiiired his absence^ 
he wandered bam house to house a welcome guest 
wherever he came, and lent las willing vmoe to 
the song, and his foot to the revel. A boat, or, 
if the weather, as was often the case, parmitted 
not that convenience, one of the numerous ponies, 
which, strajing in hordes about the extensive 
moors, may be said to be at any man^s command- 
ment, conveyed him from the mansion of one 
hospitable Zetlander to that of another. None 
exedled him fai performing the warlike swords 
danoe, a species of amusement which had been 
derived from the habits of the andent Norse- 
men* He could play upon the^t^, and upon the 
common violin, the melancholy and pathetic tunes 
peculiar to tbei country; and with great spirit 
and execution could relieve their monotony with 
the liveliet airs oi tbe North of Scotland. When 
a party set forth as maskers, or, as they are call- 
ed in Scotland, giMxards, to visit scane neigh- 
bouring kdrd, or rich udaller, it augured well of 
the exp^tioa if Morda^nt Mertoun could be 
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prevailed upon to undertake the office of shudlery 
or leader of the band. Upon these occa^ons, 
full of fun and frolic, he led his retinue from 
house to house, bringing mirth where he went, 
and leaving regret when he departed. Mordaunt 
became thus generally known, and beloved as ge- 
nerally, through most of the houses composing 
the patriarchal community of the Main Isle ; but 
his visits were most frequently and most willing- 
ly paid at the mansion of his father^s landlord and 
protector, Magnus Troil. 

It was not entirely the hearty and sincere wel- 
come of the worthy old Magnate, nor the sense 
that he was in effect his father^s patron, which 
occasioned these frequent visits. The hand of 
welcome was indeed received as eagerly as it was 
sincerely given, while the ancient udaller, raising 
himself in his huge chair, whereof the inside was 
lined with well-dressed seal-skins, and the outside 
composed of massive oak, carved by the rude 
graving-tool of some Hamburgh carpenter, shout- 
ied forth his welcome in a tone which might have, 
in ancient times, hailed the return of /of</, the 
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faighe«t festival of the Groths. There was metal 
yet more attractive^ and younger hearts, whose 
welcome, if less loud, was as sincere as that of the 
jolly udaller. But it is matter which ought not 
to be discussed at the conclusion of a chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

^' O, Beny BeU and Maxy 6my, 

They were twa bonnie laww ; 
They bigged a hoiue on yon bura-brae, 

And theekk it ower iri* xashes. 

Fair Besae Bell 1 loo*ed yestreen, 

And thought 1 ne*er oonld alter, 
But Mary Gray's twa pawky een 

Have garr'd my coinage faulter." 

Scott Song» 

We have already mentioned Minna and Bren- 
da, the daughters of Magnus Troil. The mother 
had been dead for many years, and. they were 
now two beautiful girls, the eldest only eighteen, 
which might be a year or two younger than Mor. 
daunt Mertoun, the second about seventeen.-^ 
They were the joy of their father^s heart, and 
the light of his old eyes ; and although indulged 
to a degree whicli might have endangered his 
comfort and their own, they repaid his affection 
with a love, into which even blind indulgence had 
not introduced slight regard, or femininexaprice. 
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The difference of their tonpers and of their com- 
plexions was angularly striking, although com- 
bined, as is usual, with a certain degree of fami- 
ly resemblance* 

The mother of these miudens had been a Scot- 
tish lady from the ffij^ilands of Sutherland, the 
orphan of a noble chief, who, driyen from his own 
country during the feuds of the seventeenth ceo* 
tury, had found shelter in thoae peaceful islaods, 
whidb, amidst poverty and seclusion, were thus 
far happy, that they remained unvexed by dis- 
cord, and unstained by dvil broil. The father 
(his name was Saint Clair,) pined for his native 
glen, his feudal tower, his dansmen, and his fall- 
en authoiity, and died not long after his arrival 
in Zetland. The beauty of his orphan daughter, 
de8{nte her Scottish lineage, melted the stout 
heart of Magnus Troil. He sued and was list- 
ened to, and she became his bride; but dying in 
the fifth year of their union, left him to mourn 
his brief period of domestic happiness* 

From her mother, Minna inherited the stately 
form and dark eyes, the raven locks and finely- 
pencilled brows, which shewed she was, on one 
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side at least, a stranger to the blood of Thule. 
Her cheek, 

O call it falr^ not pale^ 

was 8o slightly and delicately tinged with the rose, 
thatmanythoughtthelily had an undue proportion 
in her complexion. Butin that predominanceof the 
paler flower, there was nothing sickly or languid ; 
it was the true natural complexion of health, and 
corresponded in a peculiar degree with features 
which seemed calculated to express a contempla« 
five and high-^minded character. When Minna 
Troil heard a tale of woe or of injustice, it was 
then her blood rushed to her cheeks, and shewed 
plainly how warm it beat, notwithstanding the 
generally serious, composed, and retiring disposi* 
tion, which her countenance and demeanour seem* 
ed to exhibit. If strangers sometimes conceived 
that these fine features were clouded by melan* 
cboly, for which her age and situation could scarce 
have given occasion, they were soon satisfied, upon 
further acquaintance, that the placid, mild quie- 
tude of her disposition, and the mental energy of 
a character which was but little interested in or« 
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dinary and trivial oceurrences, was the real cause 
of her gravity, and most men, when they knew 
that her melancholy had no ground in real sorrow, 
and was only the aspiration of a soul bent on 
more important objects, than those by which she 
was surrounded, might have wished her what- 
ever could add to her happiness, but could scarce 
have desired that, graceful as she was in her 
natural and unaffected seriousness, she should 
change that deportment for one more gay. In 
short, notwithstanding our wish to have avoided 
that hackneyed simile of an angel, we cannot 
avoid saying there was something in the serious 
beauty of her aspect, in the measured, yet grace, 
ful ease of her motions, in the music of her voice, 
and the .serene purity of her eye, that seemed as 
if Minna Troil belonged naturally to some higher 
and better sphere, and was only the chance vi- 
sitant of a world that was scarce worthy of her. 
The scarce less beautiful, equally lovely, and 
equally innocent Brenda, was of a complexion as 
differing from her sister, as they differed in cha- 
racter, taste, and expression. Her profuse locks 
were of that paly brown which receives from the 
passing sun-beam a tinge of gold, but darkens 
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again when the nj has passed from it. Her eje, 
her mouth, the beautiful row of teeth, which, in 
her innocent Tivacity, were frequently disclosed ; 
the fresh, yet not too bright glow of a healthy 
complexion, tinging a skin like the^drifted snow, 
spoke her genuine Scandinavian descent. A fairy 
form, less tall than that of Minna, but ev^ more 
finely moulded into symmetry-«a careless, and 
almost childish lightness of step— an eye that 
seemed to look on every object with pleasure, 
from a natural and ser^ae cheerfulness of dispo- 
sition, attracted even more general admiration 
than the charms of her sister, though perhaps 
that which Minna did excite, might be of a mpre 
intense as well as a more reverential character. 

The dispositions of these lovely sisters were 
not less different than their complexions. In the 
kindly affections, ndther could be said to excel 
the other, so much were they attached to their 
Ceither and to each other. But the cheerfulness 
of Brenda mixed itsdf with the every*day busi- 
ness of life, and seemed inexhaustible in its pro- 
fu»on. The less buoyant spirit of her sister, ap- 
peared to bring to Society a contented wish to be 
intierested and pleased with what was going for- 
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ward, but was ratber placidly carried along with 
the stream <^ mirth and pleasure, than disposed 
to aid its progress by any efforts of her own. 
She endured mirth, rath^ than enjoyed it ; and 
the pleasures in which she most delighted, were 
those of a graver ^md more solitary cast. The 
knowledge which is derived from bocjcs was be- 
yond her reach. Zetland afforded few opportu- 
nities, in those days, of studying the lesaons be- 
queathed 

By dead men to their land ; 

and Magnus Troil, such as we have described 
him, was not a person within whose man^on the 
meims of such knowledge was to be acquired. 
But the book of nature was before Minna, that 
noblest of volumes, where we are ever called to 
wonder and to admire, even when we cannot un- 
der8tand« The plants of those wild regions, the 
shells on the shores, and the long list of feathered 
dans which haunt their diffs and eyries, were as 
wi$ll known to Minna Trdl, as to die most expe- 
rienced <^ the fowlers. Her powers of observation 
were wonderful, and little interrupted by other 
tones of feelii^. The infcnmation which she ac- 
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quired by halnts of patient attention, were inde- 
libly rivetted in a naturally powerful memory. 
She had also a high feeling for the solitary and 
melancholy grandeur of the scenes in which slie 
was placed. The ocean, in all its Taried forms of 
sublimity and terror — the tremendous cliffs that 
resound to the ceaseless roar of the billows, and 
the clasig of the sea-fowl, had for Minna a charm 
in aliHDit every state in which the changing sea>- 
sons exhibited them. With the enthusiastic feel- 
ings proper to the romantic race from which her 
mother descended, the love of natural objects 
was to her a passion capable of not only occupy- 
ing, but at times of agitating her mind. Scenes 
upon which her sister looked with a sense of tran- 
sient awe or emotion, which vanished on her re- 
turn from witnessing them, continued long to fiU 
Minna^s imagination, not only in solitude, and in 
the silence of the night, but in the hours of so- 
ciety. So that sometimes when she sat like a beau^ 
tiful statue, a present member of the domestic 
circle, her thoughts were far absent, wandering 
on the wild sea^shore, and amongst the yet wild- 
er mountains of her native isles. And yet, when 
recalled to conversation, and mingling in it with 
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interest, there were few to whom her friends were 
more indebted for enhancing its enjoyments ; and, 
although something in her manners claimed de- 
ference (notwithstanding her early youth) as well 
as idPection, even her gay, lovely, and amiable 
sister was not more generally beloved than the 
more retired and pensive Minna. 

Indeed the two lovely rasters were not only 
the delight of their friends, but the pride of those 
islands, where the inhabitants ci a certain rank 
were formed, by the remoteness of their situation 
and the general hospitality of their habits, into 
one friendly community. A wandering poet and 
parcel-musician, who, after going through various 
fortunes, had returned to end his days as he could 
in his native islands, had celebrated the daughters 
of Magnus in a poem, which he entitled Nig|ht 
and Day ; and, in his description of Minna, might 
almost be thought to have anticipated, though 
only in a rude outline, the exquisite lines of Lon} 
Byron,— 

^' She walks in beauty, like the night 
Of cloudless climes and starry skies ; 
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And all that's best of dark and htif^t 
Meet in her aspect and her eyes : 

Thus mellow'd to that tender light 
Which heayen to gaudy day denies.** 

Their father loved the maidens both so well, 
that it might be difficult to say which he liked 
best, saving that, perdiance, he loved his graver 
damsel better in the walk without doors, and bis 
merry maiden better by the firende; that he 
more desired the society of Minna when he was 
sad, and that of Brenda when he was mirthful ; 
^nd, what was nearly the same thing, preflerred 
Minna before noon, and. Brenda after the glass 
had circulated in the evening. 

But it was still more extraordinary, that the 
affections of Mordaunt Mertopn seemed to ho- 
ver with the same impartiidity as those of their 
father betwixt the two lovely sisters. From his 
boyhood, as we have noticed, he had been a fre- 
quent inmate of the residence of Magnus at 
Burgh«Westra, although it lay nearly twenty 
miles distant from Jarlshof. The impassable cha- 
racter of the country betwixt these places, ex- 
tending over hills covered with loose and qua- 
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king bog, and frequent!)! interBected by the creeks 
or arms of the sea, whidi indent the island on 
either side, as well as by fresh-water streams and 
lakes, rendered the journey difficult, and even 
dangerous, in the dark season ; yet, as soon as. 
the state of his father'^s mind warned him to ab- 
sent himself, Mordaunt, at every risk, and under 
every difficulty, was pretty sure to be found uiion 
the next day at Burgh- Westra, having achieved 
his journey in less time than would have been 
employed perhaps by the most active native. 

He was of course set down as a wooer of one 
of the daughters of Magnus, by the public of 
Zetland ; and when the old udaller^s great par- 
tiality to the youth was considered, nobody doubt- - 
ed that he might aspire to the band of either of 
those distinguished beauties, with as large a share 
of islets, rocky moorland, and shore-iishings, as 
might be the fitting portion of a favoured child, 
and with the prospect of possessing half the do- 
mains of the ancient house of Troil, when their 
present owner was no more. This seemed, all a 
reasonable speculation, and^ in theory at least, 
better constructed than many that are current 
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through the world as unquestionable facts. But 
alas ! all that sharpness of observation which could 
be applied to the conduct of the parties^ failed to 
determine the main point, to which of the young 
persons, namely, the attentions of Mordaunt 
were peculiarly devoted. He seemed, in general, 
to treat them as an affectionate and attached bro- 
ther might have treated two sisters, so equally 
dear to him that a breath would have turned the 
scale of affection. Or if at any time, which oft- 
en happened, the one nudden appeared the more 
espedal object of his attention, it seemed only to 
be because drcumstances called her peculiar ta-> 
lents and disposition into more particular and. 
immediate exercise. 

They were both accomplished in the simple . 
music of the north, and Mordaunt, who was their . 
assistant, and sometimes th^r preceptor, when , 
they were practi^g this delightful art, might be 
now seen assisting Minna in the acquisition of 
those wild, solemn, and simple airs, to which 
Scalds and harpers sung of old the deeds of he* 
roes, and presently found equally active in teach- 
ing Brenda the more lively and complicated mu- 
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sic, which their father^s affection caused to be 
brought from the English or Scottbh capital for 
the use of his daughters. And while converung 
with them, Mordaunt, who mingled a strain of 
deep and ardent enthusiasm with the gay and un- 
governable gaiety of youth, was equally ready to 
enter into the wild and poetical visions of Minna, 
or into the lively, and oflen humorous chat of 
her gayer sister* In short, so little did he seem 
to attach himself to either damsel exclusively, 
that he was sometimes heard to say, that Minna 
never looked so lovely as when her light-hearted 
sister had induced her, for the time, to forget her 
habitual gravity; or Brenda so interesting as 
when she sate listening, a subdued and affected 
partaker of the deep pathos of her »ster Minna. 
The public were, therefore, to use the hunter's 
phrase, at fault in their farther conclusions, and 
could but determine, after long vacillating be- 
twixt the maidens, that Mprdaunt was po^tively 
to marry one of them, but which could only be 
determined when his approaching manhood, or 
the interference of stout old Magnus, the father, 
should teach Master Mordaunt Mertoun to know 
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his own mind. *^ It was a pretty thing, iiideed,^^ 
they usually oondnded, ^ that he, no native born, 
and possessed of no visible means of subsistence 
that was known to any one, should presume to 
hiesitate, or afiect to have the power of selection 
and choice, betwixt the two most distinguished 
beauties of Zetlai^. If they were Magnus Troil, 
they would soon be at the bottom of the matter**^-— 
and so forth. All which remarks were CHily whis- 
pered, for the hasty disposition of the udaller had 
too much of the old Norse fire about it to render 
it safe for any one to become an unauthorized in- 
termeddler with his family affaiiB ; and thus stood 
the relation of Mordaunt Mertouii to the family 
of Mr Troil of Burgh- Westra, when the follow- 
ii}g incidents took place. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

- ^* Thii if no pilgrim'f momiog— yon grey mi»t 
Licf opon hill, and dab, and field, and foreit, 
Like the dun wimple of a new-made widow ; 
And, by my iaith, although my heart be soft, 
I'd rather hear that widow weep and tigfa. 
And tell the virtues of (he dear-departed. 
Than, when the tempest tends his Yoiee abroad, 
Be sulject to its fuxy.*' 

The Double Nupticdt, 

t 

The spring was far advanced, wben^ after a 
week spent in sport and festivity at Buigh- West- 
ra, Mordaunt Mertoun bade adieu to the fiimily, 
pleading the necessity of his return to Jarlshof. 
The proposal was combatted by the maidens, and 
more decidedly by Magnus himself: He saw 
no occasion whatever for Mordaunt returning to 
Jarlshof. If bis father desired to see him, whidh, 
by the way, Magnus did not believe, Mr Mer^ 
toun had only to throw himself into the stern of 
Sweyn^s boat, or betake himself to a po0ey, if he 
liked a land journey better, and he would see not 
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only his aan^ but twenty folks bendes, who would 
be most happy to find that he had not lost the use 
of his tongue entirely during his long soUtude ; 
*< although I must own,^ added Magnus, '< that 
when he lived amongst us, nobody ever made less 
useofit** 

Mordaunt acquiesced both in what respected 
his father^s taciturnity and his dislike to general 
society ; l)ut suggested, at the same time, that the 
first circumstance rendered his own immediate re- 
turn more necessary, as he was the usual channel 
of communication betwixt his father and others ; 
and that the second corroborated the same neces- 
sity, since Mr Mertoun'^s having no other sodety 
whatever, seemed a weighty reason why his son^s 
should be restored to him without loss of time. 
As to bis fatfaer^s coming toBuigh-Westra, ^* they 
might as well,^ he said, ^^ expect to see Sumburgh 
Cape come thither.^ 

f < And that would be a cumbrous guest,^ said 
Magnus ; ^^ but you will st<^ for our dinner to- 
day ? There ar6 the families of Muness, Quen- 
dale, Therelivoe, and I know not whom else are 
expected ; and, besides the thirty that were in 
the bouse this blessed night, we shall have as ^ 
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many more as chamber and bower, and barn and 
boat-house, can furnish with beds, or with barley- 
straw, and you will leave all thk behind you r 

^* And the blithe dance at night,^ added Bren« 
da, in a tone betwixt reproach and vexation; 
*^ and the young men from the Isle of Paha that 
are to dance the sword-dance, whom shall we find 
to match them, for the honour of the Main ?" 

^^ There is many a merry dancer on the main- 
land, ft*enda,^ replied Mordaunt, '* even if I 
should never rise on tiptoe again. And where 
good dancers are found, Brenda Troil will always 
find the best partner* I must trip it to-night 
through the Wastes of Dunrossness.^ 

** Do not say so, Mordaunt,^ said Minna, who, 
during this conversation, bad been looking from 
the window something anxiously ; ^< go not to-day 
at least, through the Wastes of Dunrossness.^ 

^* And why not to-day, Minna,^^ said Mor- 
daunt, laughing, ^< any more than to-morrow ?^ 

** O, the morning mist lies heavy upon yonder 
chain of isles, nor has it permitted us since day- 
break even a single glimpse of Fitful-Head, the 
lofty cape that concludes yon splendid range of 
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mountains. The fowl are winging their way to 
the shore, and the shell-drake seems, through the 
mist, as large as the scarf. See, the very shear- 
waters and bonxies are making to the cliff for 
shelter.^ 

*< And they will ride out a gale against a kmg^s 
frigate,^ said her father ; <^ there is foul weather 
when they cut and run.^ 

<< Stay, then, with us,^ said Minna ; '^ the storm 
will be dreadful, yet it will be grand to see it 
from Burgh-Westra, if we have no friend expo- 
sed to its fury. See, the air is dose and sultry, 
though theseascm is yet so early, and the day so 
calm, that not a windel-straw moves <m the heath. 
Stay with us, Mordaunt ; the storm which these 
signs announce will be a dreadful one*^ 

'^ I must be gone the sooner,^ was the condu* 
sion of Mordaunt, who could not deny the signs, 
which had not escaped his own quick observation. 
^* If the storm be too fierce, I will abide for the 
night at Stourburgh.^ 

" What !" said Magnus ; ** will yoii leave us 
for the new chamberlain^s new Scots tack man, 
who is to teach all us Zetland savages new ways ? 
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Tak« your own gait, my lud, if that is the aong 
you sing.*^ 

"Nay," said Mordaunt ; " I had only some cu- 
riosity to see the new implements be has brought.'** 

" Ay, ay, ferlies make fools fain. I would like 
to know if his new plough will bear i^ainst a 
Zetland rock ?^ answered Magnus. 

*^ I will pass Stourburgfa on the journey," said 
the youth, deferring to his patron^s prejudice 
against innovation, ^^ if this boding weather 
bring on tempest ; but if it only break in rain, as 
is most prdbable, I am not likely to be melted in 
the wetting." 

" It will not soften into rain alone," said Min^. 
na ; ^^ see how much heavier the clouds fall every 
moment, and see these weather-gaws that streak 
the lead-coloured mass with partial gleams of 
faded red and purple." 

" I see them all," sadd Mordaunt ; " but they 
only tell me I have no time to tarry here. Adieu, 
Minna ; I will send you the eaglets feathers, if 
an eagle can be found on Fair-isle or Foulah. 
And fare thee well, my pretty Brenda, and keep 
a thought for me, should the Paba men dance 
ever so well." 
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<' Take care of yourself, anee go you will,^ 
said both sisters, together. 

Old Magnus scolded them formally for suppo- 
sing there was any danger to an active young fel- 
low from a spring gale, whether by sea or land ; 
yet ended by giving his own caution also to Mor* 
daunt, advising him seriously to delay his jour- 
ney, or at least to stop at Stourburgfa. ** For,'* 
said he, ** second thoughts are best ; and as this 
Scotsman's howf lies right under your lee, why, 
take any port in a storm. But do not be assured 
to find the door on latch, let the storm blow ever 
so hard ; there are such matters as bolts and bars 
in Scotland, though, thanks to Saint Ronald, they 
are unknown here, save that great lock on thepld 
Castle of Scalloway, that all men run to s ec » 
may be they make part of this man'^s improve* 
ments. But go, Mordaunt, since go you will. 
You should drink a sdrrup-cup now, were 
you three years older, but boys should never 
drink, excepting after dinner ; I will drink it for 
you, that good customs may not be broken, or 
bad luck come of it. Here is your bonally, my 
lad.^ And so say ing, he quaffed a rummer glass 
of brandy with as much impunity as if it had 
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been Bpring.water. Thus regretted and caution- 
ed on all hands, Mordaunt took leave of the hos- 
pitable household, and looking back at the com- 
forts with which it was surrounded, and the dense 
smoke that rolled upwards from its chimnies, he 
first reocdlected the guestless and solitary desola- 
tion of Jarlshof, then compared with the sullen 
and moody melancholy of his father^s temper the 
warm kindness of those whom he was leaving, and 
could not refrain from a sigh at the thoughts which 
forced themselves on bis ima^nation. 

The signs of the tempest did not dishonour the 
predictions of Minna. Mordaunt had not advan- 
ced three hours upon his journey, before the 
wind, which had been so deadly still in the morn- 
ing, began at first to wail and sigh, as if bemoan- 
ing beforehand the evils which it might perpe- 
trate in its fury, like a madman in the gloomy 
state of dejection which precedes his fit of vio- 
lence ; then gradually increa»ng, the gale howl- 
ed, raged,and roared, widi the full fury of a north- 
em storm. It was accompanied by showers of 
rain mixed with hail, which were dashed with the 
most unrelenting rage i^nst the hills and rocks 
with which the traveller was surrounded, distract^ 
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ing his attention, in spite of his uttermost exer- 
tions, and rendering it very difficult for him to 
keep the direction of his journey in a country 
where is neither road, nor even the slightest track 
to direct the st^s of the wanderer, and where he 
is often interrupted by large pools of water, lakes, 
and lagoons. All these inland waters were now 
lashed into sheets of tumbling foam, much of 
which, carried off by the fury of the whirlwind, 
was mingled with the gale, and transported far 
from the waves of which they bad lately made a 
part ; while the salt relish of the drift which was 
pelted against his face, shewed Mordaunt that 
the spray of the more distant ocean, disturbed 
to frenzy by the storm, was mingled with that of 
the inland lakes and streams. 

Amidst this hideous combustion of the ele- 
ments, Mordaunt Mertoun struggled forward as 
one to whom such elemental war was familiar, 
and who regarded the exertions which it required 
to withstand its fury, but as a mark of resolution 
and manhood. He felt even, as happens usually 
to those who endure great hardships, that the ex- 
ertion necessary to subdue them, is in itself a 
kind of elevating triumph. To see and distin- 
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guish his path when the cattle were driren from 
the hill, aiid the very fowls from the firmament, 
was but the stronger proof of his own superiority. 
** They shall not hear of me at Burgh-Westra," 
said he to himself, ^^ as they heard of old doited 
Ringan Ewenson^s boat, that foundered betwixt 
road-stead and key. I am more of a crags-man 
than to mind fire or water, wave by sea, or quag- 
mire by land.^ Thus he struggled on, hufkU 
ing with the storm, supplying the want of the 
usual signs by which travellers directed their 
course, (for rock, mountain, and headland, were 
shrouded in mist and darkness,) by the instinc* 
tive sagacity with which long acquaintance with 
these wilds had taught him to mark every minute 
object which could serve in such circumstances to 
r^ulate his course. Thus, we repeat, he strug- 
gled onward, occasionally standing still, or even 
lying down, when the gust was most impetuous ; 
making way against it when it was somewhat lulL 
ed, by a rapid and bold advance even in its very 
current ; or, when this was impossible, by a move- 
ment resembling that of a vessel working to wind- 
ward by short tacks, but never yielding one inch 
of the way which he had fought so hard to gain. 
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Yet, notwithstanding Mordaunt^s experience 
and resolution, his atuation was sufBdently un- 
comfortable, and even precarious ; not because his- 
soilor^'s jacket and trowsers, the common dress of 
young men through these isles when on a jour- 
ney, were thoroughly wet, for that might have 
taken place within the same brief time, in. any 
ordinary day, in this watery cUmate ; but the real 
danger was, that, notwithstanding his utmost ex- 
ertions, he made yery slow way through brooks 
that were sending their waters all abroad, through 
morasses drowned in double deluges of moisture, 
which rendered all the ordinary passes more than 
usually dangerous, and repeatedly obliged the 
traveller to perform a conuderable circuit, which 
in the usual case was unnecessary. Thus re- 
peatedly baffled, notwithstanding his youth and 
strength, Mordaunt, after maintaining a dogged 
conflict with wind, rain, and the fatigue of a pro- 
longed journey, was truly happy, when, not with- 
out having been more than once mistaken in his 
road, he at length found himself within sight of 
the house of Stourburgh, orHarfra,for the names 
were indifferently given to the residence of Mr 

Triptolemus Yellowley, who was the chosen mis- 
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sionary of the Chainberlain of Orkney and Zet- 
land, a speculative person, whodesignedy through 
the medium of Triptolemus, to introduce into the 
vltima Thule of the Romans a spirit of improve- 
ment, which at that early period was scarce known 
to exist in Scotland itself. 

At length, and with much difficulty^ Mor- 
daunt reached the house of this worthy agricul'* 
turist, the only refuge from the relentless storm 
which he could hope far several miles ; and going 
strmght to the door, with the most undoubdng 
(Confidence of instant admisdon, he was not a lit- 
tle surprised to find it not merely latched, which 
the weather might excuse, but even bolted, a 
thing wliich, as Magnus Troil has already inti- 
mated, was almost unknown in the Archipelago. 
To knock, to call, and finally to batter the door 
with staff and stones, were the natural resources 
of the youth, who was rendered alike impatient 
by the pelting of the Btorm, and by the most un« 
expected and unusual obstacles to instant admis- 
sion. As he was suffered, however, for many 
minutes to exhaust his impatience in noise and 
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clamour, without receiving any reply, we will em^ 
ploy them in informing the reader who Tripto- 
lemus Yellowley was, and how he came by a name 
80 singular. 

Old Jasper Yellowley, the father of Triptole* 
mus, (though bom at the foot of Roseberry-» 
Topping,) had been come (wer by a certun noble 
Scottish Earl, who, proving too far north for can- 
nv Yorkshire, had persuaded him to accept of a 
farm in the Meams, where, it is unnecessary to 
add, that he found matters very different from 
what he expected. It was in vain that the stout 
farmer set manfully to work, to counterbalance, 
by superior skill, the inconveniences arising from 
a cold soil and a weeping climate. These might 
have been probably overcome, but his neighs 
bourhood to the Grampians exposed him eter- 
nally to that species of viutation from the plaid- 
ed gentry who dwelled within their skirts, which 
mad^ young Norval a warrior and a hero, but 
only converted Jasper Yellowley into a poor man. 
This was, indeed, balanced in some sort by the 
impression which his ruddy cheek and robust 
form bad the fortune to make upon Miss Bar- 
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bara Clinkscale, daughter to the umquhiley and 
sister to the then existing Clinkscale of that ilk. 
This was thought a horrid and unnatural union 
in the neighbourhood, considering that the house 
of CUnkscale had at least as. great a share of Scotr- 
tish pride as of Scottish parsimony, and were 
amply endowed with both. But Miss Babie had 
her handsome fortune of two thousand merks at 
her own disposal, was a woman of spirit who 
had been myor and suijurisy (as the writer who 
drew the contract assured her,) for full twenty 
years ; so she set consequences and commenta* 
ries alike at defiance, and wedded the hearty 
Yorkshire yeoman. Her brother and her more 
wealthy kinsmen drew off in disgust, and almost 
disowned their degraded relative. But the house 
of Clinkscale was allied (like every other family 
in Scotland at the time) to a set of relc^ions 
who were not so nice-— tenth and sixteenth cou* 
sins, who not only acknowledged their kinswo* 
man Babie after her marriage with Yellowley, but 
even condescended toeatbeans and bacon (though 
the lattet was then the abomination of the Scots 
as much as of the Jews) with her husband, and 
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would inllinglj have cemented the friendship by 
.borrowing a little cash from him, had not his 
good lady (who* understood trap as well as any 
woman in the Meams) put a negative on this 
advance to intimacy. Indeed she knew how to 
make young Deelbelicket, old Dougald Bare- 
sword, the Laird of Bandybrawl, and others, pay 
for the hospitality which she did not think pro- 
per to deny them, by rendering them useful 
in her negociations with the light-handed lads 
beyond the Cairn, who, finding their late object 
ci plunder was now allied to *< kend folks, and 
owned by them at kirk and market,'' became sa. 
tisfied, on a moderate yearly compoidtion, to de- 
sist from their depredations* 

This eminent success reconciled Jasper to the 
dominion which his wife began to assume over 
him ; and which was much confirmed by her pro- 
ving to be— let me see— what is the prettiest mode 
of expressing it ?-— in the family way. On this oc- 
casion, Mrs Yellowley had a remarkable dream^ k 
as is the usual practice of teeming mothers pre- 
vious to the birth of an illustrious oflKpring. She 
<* was a-dreamed,'' as her husband expressed it. 
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that she was safely delivered of a plough^ drawn 
by three yoke of Angus^diire oxen ; and being 
a mighty investigator into such portents, she sate 
herself down with her gossips, to cxmnder what 
the thing might mean. Honest Jasper ventured, 
with much hesitation, to intimate his own opinion, 
that the vimon had reference rather to things 
past than things present, and might have been oc- 
casioned by his wife^s nerves having been a little 
startled by meeting in the loan above the house 
his own great plough with the ox oxen, which 
were the pride of his heart* But the good cum* 
mers raised such a hue and cry against this ex- 
position, that Jasper was fiiin to put his fingen 
in his eaiB, and to run out of the apartment. 

^^ Hear to him,^ said an old whigamore car- 
hne— << hear to him, wi' his owsen, that are as 
an idol to him, even aa the calf ci Bethel ! Na, 
na — its nae plough of the flesh that the bonnie 
lad baim-*£pr a lad it sail be— shall e^er striddle 
between the stilts o^— 4ts the pleugh of the spirit 
•—and I trust mysell to see him wag the head 
6" hko in a pu^it ; or, at the warst, on a hilL. 
ade.'' 
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. ** Now the deil^s in y^ur whiggery,* said the old 
lady Glenprosing ; ^^ wad ye bae our cuminer*s 
bonnie lad-bairn wag the head afF his shouthers 
like your godly Mess James Guthrie, that ye hald 
3uch a clavering about P^Na, na, he sail walk a 
mair siccor path, and be a dainty curate— -and 
say he should live to be a bishop, what the waur 
wadheber 

The gauntlet thus fairly flutig down by one 
sybil, was caught up by another, and the contro- 
versy raged, roared, or rather screamed, a round 
of dnnamon«water serving only like oil to the 
flame, till Jasper entered with th^ plough-staff; 
and by the awe of his presence, and the shame 
of misbehaving << before the stranger man,^ im- 
posed some conditions of silence upon the dispu* 
tants. 

I do not know whether it was impatience to 
give to the light a being destined to such high 
and doubtful fates, or whether poor Dame Yel- 
lowley was rather frightened at the hurly-burly 
which had taken place in her presence, but she 
was taken suddenly ill ; and, contrary to the for* 
mula in such cases used and provided, was soon 
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reported to be '< a good deal worse than was to be 
expected.^ She took the opportunity (having still 
all her wits about her) to extract firom her sym- 
pathetic husband two promises; first, that he 
would christen the child, whose birth was hke to 
cost her so dear, by a name indicative of the vi- 
Bion with which she had been favoured; and 
next, that he would educate him for the ministry. 
The canny Yorkshireman, thinking she had a 
good title at present to dictate in such matters, 
•aubscribed to all she required. A man-child was 
accordingly born under these conditions, but the 
state of the mother did not permit her for many 
days to inquire how far they had been complied 
with* When she was in some degree convales- 
cent, she was informed, that as it was thought fit 
the child should be immediately christened, it 
had received the name of Triptolemus ; the Cu- 
rate, who was a man of some clasdcal skill, cdn^ 
ceiving that this epithet contained a handsome 
and classical allusion to the visionary plough, with 
its triple yoke of oxen'. Mrs Yellowley was not 
much delighted with the manner in which her re- 
quest had been complied with ; but grumbling 
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being to as little purpose as in the celebrated case 
of Tristram Shandy, she e^en sat down content- 
ed with the heathenish name, and endeavoived to 
counteract the eflPects it might produce upon the 
taste and feelings of the nominee, by such an edu- 
cation asmight put him above the slightestthought 
ofsacks,coulters, stilts, mould-boards,orany thing 
connected with the servile drudgexy of the plough. 
Jasper, sage Yorkshireman, smiled slily in his 
sleeve, conceiving that young Trippie was likely 
to prove a chip of the oLd block, and would ra- 
ther take after the jolly Yorkshire yeoman, than 
the gentle but somewhat aigre blood of the house 
of Clinkscale* He remarked, with suppressed 
glee, that the tune which best answered the pur- 
pose of a lullaby was the ^^ ploughiiian^s whistle,^ 
Imd the first words the infant learned to stammer 
were the names of the oxen ; moreover, that the 
^*bem^ preferred home-brewed ale to Scotch two- 
penny, and never quitted hold of the tankajd with 
so much reluctance as when there had been, by 
some manoeuvre of Jasper^s own device, a double 
straik of malt allowed to the brewing, above that 
which was sanctioned by the most liberal recipe. 
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of which his darnels household thrift admitted. 
Besides this, when no other means could be fallen 
upon to ctivert an occasional fit of squalling, his 
father observed that Trip could be always silen* 
ced by jingling a bridle at his ear. From all 
which symptoms, he used to swear in private, 
that the boy would prove true Yorkshire, and 
mother, and mother^s kin, would have small share 
of him. 

Meanwhile, and within a year after the birth 
of Triptolemus, Mrs Yellowley bore a daughter, 
named after harself Barbara, who, even in ear- 
liest infancy, codiibited the pinched nose and thin 
lips by which the Clinkscale family were distin- 
guished amongst the inhabitants of the Meams ; 
and as h^ childhood advanced, the readiness 
with which she seized, and the tenacity where- 
withshedetained, the playthings of Triptolemus, 
besides a defflre to bite, pinch, and scratch, on 
slight, or no provocation, were all considered by 
attentive observers as proofs that Miss Baby 
would .prove '^ her mother over again.^ Malici- 
ons people did not stidc to say, that the acrimo- 
ny of the Clinkscale blood had not an this occa^ 
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sion been cooled and sweetened by that of old 
England ; that young Deilbelicketwasmuchaboiit 
the house, and they could not but think it odd 
that Mrs Yellowley, who, as the whole worldknew^ 
gave nothing for nothing, should be so uncom- 
monly attentive to heap the trencher, and to fill 
the caup, €i an idle blackguard ne''er-do-weel« 
But when folks had once looked upon the austere 
and awfully virtuous countenance of Mrs Yel- 
lowley, they did full justice to her propriety of 
conduct, and Deilbelicket^'s ddicacy of taste. 

Meantime young Triptolemus having received 
such instructions as the curate could give him, 
(for though Dame Yellowley adhered to the per- 
secuted remnant, her jolly husband, edified by 
the black gown and prayer-book, still conformed 
to the church as by law established,) was, in due 
process of time, sent to Saint Andrews to prose- 
cute his studies. He went, it is true, but with 
an eye turned back with sad remembrances on 
his father^s plough, his father^s pancakes, and his 
father'*8 ale, for which the small beer of the col- 
lege, commonly there termed ^^ through go nim- 
Ue,^ furnished a poor substitute. Yet he advan^ 
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ced in his learning, being found, however, to 
«hew a particular favour to such authors of an- 
ti<]^uity as had made the improvement of the soil 
the object of their researches. He endured the 
Bucolics of Virgil — the Georgics he had by heart 
-—but theiESn^ he could not away with ; and he 
was particularly severe upon the celebrated line 
expressing a charge of cavalry, because, as he un« 
derstood the word putrem,* he opined that the 
combatants, in their inconsiderate ardour, gallop- 
ed over a new-manured ploughed field. Cato, the 
Roman Censor, was his favourite among classical 
heroes and philosophers, not on account of the 
strictness of his morals, but because of his trea- 
tise, de Re RtLsUca. He had ever in his mouth 
the phrase of' Cicero, Jam ne minem antepenes 
Cixtom. He thought well of Palladius, and of 
Terentius Varro, but Columella was his pocket 
companion. To these ancient worthies, he added 
the more modern Tusser, Hartlib, and other wri- 
ters on rural economics, not forgetting the lucu- 
brations of the Shepherd of Salisbury Plain, and 

• Quadnipedumque putrem sonitu quatit ungula campuni. 
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6uch of the better-informed Fhiloniaths, who, in* 
Btead of loading their almanacks with vain pre- 
dictions of poliUcal events, directed the attention 
of their readers to that course of cultivation from 
whidi theproduction of good cropsmight be safely 
predicted, and who, careless of the rise and down- 
fall of empires, contented themselves with point- 
ing out the fit seasons to reap and sow, with a fair 
guess at the weather which each month will be 
likely to present ; as, for example, that if Heaven 
pleases, we shall have snow in January, and the 
author will stake his reputation that July proves, 
on the whole, a month of sunshine. Now,although 
the Rector of Saint Leonardos was greatly pleased 
in general, with the quiet, laborious, and studious 
bent of Triptolemus Yellowley, and deemed him, 
in so far, worthy of a name of four syllables, ha* 
ving a Latin termination, yet he relished not, by 
any means, his exclusive attention to his favourite 
authors. It savoured of the earth, he said, if not of 
s(»nething worse, to have a mane's mind always 
grovelling in mould, stercoratedorunstercorated; 
and he pointed ou^ but in vain, history, and poe- 
try, and divinity, as more elevating subjects of 
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occupation. TriptolemusYellowley was obstinate 
in his own course : Of the battle of Pharsalia, 
he thought not as it affected the freedom of the 
world, but dwelt on the rich crop which the £ma- 
thian fields were likely to produce the next sea- 
son. In vernacular poetry, Triptolemus could 
scarce be prevailed upon to read a single couplet, 
excepting old Tusser, as aforesaid, whose Hund*^ 
red Points of Grood Husbandry he had got by 
heart; and excepting also Piers Ploughman^s 
Virion, which, charmed with the title, he bought 
with avidity from a packman, but after reading 
the two first pages, flung it into the fire as an im* 
pudent and misnamed political libel. As to di- 
vinity, he summed that matter up by reminding 
his instructors, that to labour the earth and win 
his bread with the toil of his body and sweat of 
his brow, was the lot imposed upon fallen man ; 
and, for his part, he was resolved to discharge, 
to the best of his abilities, a task so obviously ne- 
cessary to existence, leaving others to speculate 
as much as they would, upon the more recondite 
mysteries of theology. 
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With a spirit so much Darrowed and limited 
to the concerns of rural life, it may be doubted 
whether the proficiency of Triptolemus in learn- 
ing, or the use he was like to make of his acqui- 
sitions, would have much gratified the ambitious 
hope of his affectionate mother. It is true, he 
expressed' no reluctance to embrace the profes- 
sion of a clergyman, which suited well enough 
with the habitual personal indolence which some- 
times attaches to speculative dispositions. He 
had views, to speak plainly, (I wish they were 
peculiar to himself,) of cultivating the glebe six 
days in the week, preaching on the seventh with 
due regularity, and dining with some fat frank- 
lin or country laird, with whom he could smoke 
a pipe and drink a tankard after dinner, and mix 
in secret conference on the exhausdess subject. 

Quid faciunt Istas segetes. 

Now, this plan, besides that it indicated nothing 
of what was then called the root of the matter, 
implied necessarily the possession of a manse ; an4 
the possession of a manse inferred compliance 
with the doctrines of prelacy, and other enormi- 
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ties of the time. There was some question how 
far manse and glebe, stipend, victual, and mo- 
ney, might have out-balanced the good lady^s 
predisposition towards Presbytery ; but her zeal 
was not put to so severe a trial. She died before 
her son had completed his studies, leaving her af- 
flicted spouse just as disconsolate as was to be ex« 
pected. The first act ofoldJasper^s undivided ad«- 
ministration was to recal his son from Saint An- 
drews, in order to obtain his assistance in his do- 
mestic labours. And here It might have been sup- 
posed that our Tiiptolemus, summoned to carry 
into practice what he had so fondly studied in 
theory, must have been, to use a simile which 
he would have thought lively, like a cow enteriog 
upon a clover park. Alas, mistaken thoughts, 
and deceitful hopes of mankind ! 

A laughing philosopher, the Democritusof our 
day, once compared human life to a table pierced 
with a number of holes, each of which has a pin 
made exactly to fit it, but which pins being stuck 
in hastily, and without selection, chance leads in- 
evitably to the most awkward mistakes* '^ For, 
how often do we see,^' the orator pathettcally oon^- 



80 THE PIRATE. 

eluded,-—^' how often, I say, do we see the round 
man stuck into the three-cornered hole ?^ This 
new illustration of the vagaries of fortune set every 
one present into convulsions of laughter, except- 
ing one fat alderman, who seemed to make the 
case his own, and inasted that it was no jesting 
matter. To take up the simile, however, which 
is an excellent one, it is plain that Triptolemus 
Yellowley had been shaken out of the bag at least 
A hundred years too soon. If he had come on the 
stage in our own time, that is, if he had flourish- 
ed at any time within these thirty or forty years, 
he could not have missed to have held the office 
of vice-president of some eminent agricultural so- 
dety, and to have transacted all the business 
thereof under the auspices of some noble duke or 
lord, who, as the matter might happen, either 
knew, or did not know, the difference betwixt a 
horse and a cart, and a cart-horse. He could not 
have missed such preferment, for he was exceed- 
dinglyleamedinall those particulars, which,'being 
of no consequence in actual practice, go of course 
a great way to constitute the character of a con- 
iioisseur in any art, but especially in agriculture. 
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fiut, alas ! Triptolemus Yellotrley hady as wie al- 
ready have hinted, come iiito the world at least a 
century too soon ; for, instead of sitting in an arm- 
chair, with a hammer in his hand, and a bumper 
of port before him, giving forth the toast,— <* To 
breeding, in all its branches,^ bis father planted 
Um betwixt the stilts of a plough, and invited him 
to guide the oxen, on whose beauties he would, in 
our day, have descanted, and whose rumps be 
would not have goaded, but have carved. Old 
Jasper complained, that although no one talked 
fio well of common and several, wheat and rape, 
fallow and lea, as his learned son, (whom he al- 
ways called Tolimus,) yet, " dang it,*' added the 
Seneca, " nought thrives wi' un— nought thrives 
wi' un." It was still worse, when Jasper, beco- 
ming frail and ancient, was obliged, as happened 
in the course of a few years, gradually to yield up 
the reins of government to the academical neo- 
phyte. 

As if Nature had meant him a spite, he had 
got one of the dourest and most untractable farms 
on the Meams, to try concluMons withal, a place 
which seemed to yield every thing but what the 

VOL. I. F 
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i^oaltutist wanted; for tliei^ were plienty of 
this^ift^ which indicates dry land; and jstore of 
fern, which is said to intimate deep land ; and 
netdes, which shew where lime hath been applied; 
and deep furrows in the most unlikely spots, whidh 
intimated that it had been cultivated in former 
days by the Peghts, as pc^ular tradition bore. 
There was also plaity of stones to keep the ground 
warm, according to the creed of somefarmers, and 
great abundance of spring to render it cool and 
sappy, accorditig to the theory of others. It wHs 
in yainihat, acting alternately on these opinions, 
poem Triptolemusf endeavoured to avail himself of 
the supposed capabilities of the soil. No kind of 
butter that might be churned could be made to 
stick upon his own bread, any more than on that 
of poor Tusser,/whose Hundred Points of Good 
1 Husbandry, so useful to others of his day, wece 
never to himself worth as many pennies. 

In fact, excepting an hundred acres of ix^ld, 
to which old Jasper bad early Bern the neoesisity 
of limiting his labours, there was not a comei: of 
the farm fit for any thing but to break plougb- 
gra^tjbt^ and kill cattle. And then, as for the part 
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which WAi really tilled with some profit, the ex« 
pence of the fanning establifibment of Triptole* 
mus« and his disposition to experiment, soon got 
rid of any good arising from the cultivation of it. 
'^ The carles and the cart-avers,^ he confessed, 
with a sigh, speaking of his fSEurm*servants and 
horses, '^ make it all, and the carles and cart-avers 
es^ it all ;^ a conclusion which might sum up the 
year-book of many a gentleman-farmer. 

Matters would have soon been brought to a 
close with Triptolemus in the present day. He 
would have got a bank-credit, manoeuvred with . 
wind-bills, dashed out upon a large scale, and 
soon have seen his crop and stock sequestrated 
by the Sheriff; but in those days a man could 
not ruin himself so easily. The whole Scottish 
tenantry stood upon the same level flat of pover- 
ty, so that it was extremely difficult to find any 
vantage ground, by climbing up to which a man 
might have an opportunity of actually breaking 
his neck with some eclat. They were pretty much 
in the situation of pe6[de, who, bong totally with- 
out dredit, may indeed suffer fiom indigence, but 
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cannot possibly become bankrupt. Besides, not- 
withstanding the failure of Triptolemus^s pro- 
jects, there was to be balanced against the expen- 
diture which they occasioned, all the savings 
which the extreme economy of his sister Barbara 
conld effect ; and in truth her exertions were won- 
derful. She might have realized, if any one could, 
the idea of the learned philosopher, who pro- 
nounced that sleeping was a fancy, and eating 
but a habit, and who appeared to the world to 
have renounced both, until it was unhappily dis- 
covered that he had an intrigue with the cook- 
maid of the family, who indemnified him for his 

( pivations by giving him private entree to the 

larder, and to a share of her own couch. But no 

; such deceptions were practised by Barbara Yel- 

lowley. She was up early, and down late, and 
seemed, toherover-watchedand over-tasked maid- 
ens, to be as wdkerife as the cat herself. Then, for 
eating, it appeared that the air was a banquet to 
her, and she would fain have made it so to her re- 
tinue. Her brother, who bendes being lazy in his 
person, was somewhat luxurious in his appetite,^ 
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would wilbngly nowand then have tasted a mouth- 
ful of animal food, were it but to know how his 
sheep were fed off; but a proposal to eat a child 
could not have startled Mistress Barbara more ; 
and, being of a compliant and easy disposition, 
Triptolemus reconciled himself to the necessity 
of a perpetual Lent, too happy when he could 
get a scrap of butter to his oaten cake, or (as 
they lived on the banks of the Eske) escape the 
daily necessity of eating salmon, whether in or 
out of season, six days out of the seven. 

But although Mrs Barbara brought faithfully 
to the joint stock all savings which her awful 
powers of economy accomplished to scrape to* 
gether, and although the dower of their mother 
was by degrees expended, or nearly so, in aid- 
ing them upon extreme occasions, the term at 
length approached when it seemed impossible 
that they could sustain the conflict any longer 
against the evil star of Triptolemus, as he called 
it himself, or the natural result of his absurd qp&> 
eolations, as it was termed by others* Luckily 
at this sad crisis, a god jumped down to their re« 
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lief out of a madiioe. In plain Englidb, the noble 
lord, who owned their farm, arrived at hid man- 
sion^hoiue in their ndgfabourhood, vdth bis coach 
and aix and- Ins ruiming footmen, in the full 
aplendour of the fle^enteenth oeutury. 

This person of quality was the son of the Qo- 
fakman who had brought the mident Jasper ia- 
to the country from Yorkdbire, and he was, like 
his father, a fanciful and scheming man. He 
bad achemed well for himself, however, amid the 
mutations of the time, having obtained for a cerr 
tiun period of years, the adminbtrataon of the re- 
mote islands of Orkney and Zetland, for pay^ 
ment of a certain rent, with the right of making 
the most of whatever was the property or revenue 
of the crown in these diatricta, under the title of 
Lord Chamberlain. Now, bis lordship had b^ 
come possessed with a notion, in itself a very true 
one, that much might be done to render this grant 
available, by improving the culture of the crown 
lands, both in Orkney and Zetland ; and then, 
having some aoquaintanoe with our friend Trip- 
tolemus, he thought (rather less happily) that he 
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might prove a person capable of furthering his 
schemes. He sent for him to the great Hall- 
house, and was so much edified by the way in 
which our friend laid down the law upcai every 
given subject, that he lost no time in securing 
the co-operation of so valuable an assistant. 

The terms were arranged much to the mind 
of Triptolemus, who had already been taught, 
by many years experience, a dark sort of notion, 
that without undervaluing or doubting for a mo- 
ment his own skill, it would be quite as well that 
almost all the trouble and risk should be at the 
expence of his employer. Indeed the hopes of 
advantage which he held out to his patron were 
so considerable, that the Lord Chamberlain drop- 
ped every klea of admitting his dependent into 
any share of the expected profits ; for, rude as 
the arts of agriculture were in Scotland, they 
were far superior to those known and practised 
in th^ regions of Thule, and Triptolemus YeL 
lowley conceited himself to be possessed of a 
degree of ina^ht into these mysteries, far supe- 
rior to what was possessed or practised in the 
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Mearns. The improvement, therefore, which was 
to be expected, would bear a double proportion, 
and the Lord Chamberhdn was to reap all the 
profit, deducting a handsome salary for his stew* 
ard, Yellowley, together with the accommodation 
of a house and domestic farm, for the support of 
his family. Joy seized the heart of Mistress Bar- 
bara, at hearing this happy termination of what 
threatened to be so very bad an affair as their 
lease of Cauldshouthers. 

** If we cannot," she said, " provide for our 
own house, when all is coming in, and nothing 
going out^ surely we must be worse than infi« 
dels.'' 

Triptolemus was a busy man for some time, 
huffing and puffing, and eating and drinking in 
every change-house, while he ordered and collect- 
ed together proper implements of agriculture, to 
be used by the natives of these devoted islands^ 
whose destinies were menaced with this formi- 
dable change. Strange tools these would be, if 
presented before a modem agricultural society ; 
but every thing is relative, nor could the heavy 
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rcart-load of timber, called the old Scotch plough, 

seem more straBge to a Scottish farmer of this 

« 

present day, than the corslets and casques of the 
soldiers of Cortes might seem to a regiment of our 
soldiers. Yet the latter conquered Mexico, and 
undoubtedly the former would have been a splen- 
did improvement on the state of agriculture in 
Hiule. 

We have never been able to learn why Trip, 
tolemus preferred fixing his residence in Zetland, 
to becoming an inhabitant of the Orkneys. Per- 
haps he thought the inhabitants of the latter Ar- 
chipelago the more simple and docile of the two 
kindred tribes ; or perhaps he preferred the si- 
tuation of the house and farm, which he himself 
was to occupy, (which was indeed a tolerable 
one,) as preferable to that which he had it in 
his power to have had upon Pomona, so the 
mean island of the Orkneys is entitled. At Har- 
fra, or, as it was sometimes called, Stour-Brugh, 
from the remains of a Pictish fort, which was al- 
most close to the mansion-house, the factor set. 
tied himself, in the plenitude of his authority. 
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determiiied to honour the name he bore by his 
exertions, in precept and example, to civilize the 
Zetlanders^and improve their Terjconfined know- 
ledge in the primary arts of human life. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The wiod Mew ketn fiae north and east ; 

It l)lew upcm the floor. 
Quo' our goodman to our goodwife, 

^' Get up and bar the door.** 

<* My hand Uinmy houiewife aktp, 

Goodman, as ye may see; 
If it shouldna be barr'd this hundred years. 

It's no be barr'd for me." 

Old Song, 

We ctok only hope that the gratle reader haa 
not found the latter part of the last chapter ex- 
tremely tedious ; but, at any rate, his impatience 
will scarce equal that of young Mordaunt Mer- 
toun, who, while the lightning came flash aReae 
flash, while the wind, veering and shifting firom 
point to point, blew with all the fury of a hur- 
ricane, and while the rain was dashed against him 
in deluges, stood hammering, calling, and roar- 
u^ at the door of the old Place of Harfra, impa^ 
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tient for admittance, and at a loss to conceive any 
position of existing circumstances, which could oc- 
casion the exclusion of a stranger, especially du- 
ring such horrible weather. At length, finding 
his noise and vociferation were equally in vain, he 
fell back so far from the front of the house as was 
necessary to enable him to reconnoitre the chim- 
neys ; and amidst ^^ storm and shade,^ could dis- 
cover, to the increase of his dismay, that though 
noon, then the dinner hour of these islands, was 
now nearly arrived, there wns no smoke proceed- 
ing from the tunnels of the vents to give any note 
of preparation within. 

Mordaunt^s wrathful impatience was now chan^ 
ged into sympathy and alarm ; for so long accus- 
tomed to the exuberant hospitality of the Zetr 
land islands, he was immediately induced to supr 
pose some strange and unaccountable disaster had 
befallen the family, and forthwith set himself to 
discover some place at which he could make forr 
cible entry, in order to ascertain the situation of 
the inmates, as much as to obtain shelter from the 
still increasing storm. His present anxiety .was, 
however, as much thrown away as his late cl^tpior- 
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ous importunities for admittance had been. Trip- 
tolemus and his sister had heard the whole alarm 
without, and had already had a sharp dispute on 
the propriety of opening the door. 

Mrs Baby, as we have described her, was no 
willing renderer of the rites of hospitality. In 
their farm of Cauldshouthers, in the Mearns, she 
had been the dread and abhorrence of all gaber- 
lunzie men, and travelling packmen, gypsies, long 
remembered beggars, and so forth ; nor was there 
one of them so wily, as she used to boast, as could 
ever say they had heard the clink of her sneck. 
In Zetland, where the new settlers were yet stran- 
gers to the extreme honesty and simplicity of all 
classes, suspicion and fear joined with frugality in 
her desire to exclude all wandering guests of un- 
certain character; and the second of these mo- 
tives had its effect on Triptolemus himself, who, 
though neither suspicious nor penurious, knew 
good people were scarce, good farmers scarcer, 
and had a reasonable share of that wisdom which 
looks towards self-preservation as the first law of 
natura These hints may serve as a commentary 
on the following dialogue which took place be- 
twixt the brother and sister. 
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^' Now good be gracious to us,''^ said Triptole- 
muSy as lie sate thumbing his old schooUcopy of 
y ir^l, *^ here is a pure day for the bear seed !-« 
Well spoke the wise Mantuan^^^enHf surgenU^ 
Jh«9-^~and then the groans of the mountains, and 
thelongre80undingshores--«but whereas the woods, 
Baby ? tell me, I say, where we shall find the ne-* 
morum murmur^ sister Baby, in these new seats 
of ours ?" 

** What's your foolish will f^ said Baby, pop- 
ping her head fmm out of a dark recess in the, 
kitchen, where •she was l)usy about some name- 
less deed of housewifery. 

Her brother, who had addressed himself to her 
more from haHt than intention, no sooner saw her 
sharp red nose, keen grey eyes, with the sharp 
features thereunto conforming, shaded by the 
flaps of the loose toy which depended on each side 
of her eager face, than he bethought himself that 
his query was like to find little acceptation from 
her, and therefore stood another volley before he 
would resume the topic. 

«* I say, Mr Yellowley," said sister Baby, co- 
ming into the middle of the room, <^ what for are 
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ye crying on me, fmd me in tlie midst of my 
housewife skep ?" 

*^ Nay, for nothing at all. Baby,'* answered 
Triptolemus, *^ saving that I was saying to my- 

m 

self, that here we had the sea, and the wind, and 
the rain sufficient enough, but where's the wood P 
whereas the wood. Baby, answer me that ?^ 

^ The wood ?" answered Baby— *^ Were I no 
to take better care of the wood than you, brother^, 
there would )&ooa be no more wood about the town 
than the barber'^s block thaf s on your own should^ 
ers, Triptolemus. If ye be thinking of the wreck- 
wood that the callants brought in yesterday, ^ere 
was six Uflces of it gaed to boil your parritch this 
morning ; though, I trow, a carefu' man wad have 
ta'^eh drammocik, if breakfast he behoved to have, 
rather than iraste baith meltith and fuel in the 
same morning." 

** That is to say. Baby," replied Triptolemus, 
who was somewhat of a dry joker in his wayj 
<* that when w^ have fire we are not to have 
food, and when we have food we are not to have 
fire, these being too great blesidngs to enjoy both 
in the same day. Good luck, you do not propose 

8 
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we should starve with cold and starve with hun- 
ger unico contextu. But to tell you the truth, 
I could never away with raw oatmeal, slockened 
with water, in all my life. Call it drammock, or 
crowdie, or just what ye list, my vivers must 
thole fire and water.'* 

" The mair gowk you,'' said Baby ; " can ye 
not make your brose of the Sunday, and sup 
them cauld on the Monday, since yeVe sae dainty ? 
Mony is the fairer face than yours that has lick-* 
ed the lip after such a cogfu'." 

" Mercy on us, aster !" said Triptolemus ; 
** at this rate, it's a finished field with me— I 
must unyoke the pleugh, and lie down to wait 
for the dead-thraw. Here is that in this house 
wad hold all Zetland in meal for a twelvemonth, 
and ye grudge a cdgfu' of warm parritch to me, 
that has sic a charge." 

" Whisht — ^hold your siUy clavering tongue," 
said Baby, looking round with apprehension*^ 
<< ye are a wise man to speak of what is in the 
house, and a fitting man to have the charge of 
it.^— Hark, as I live by bread, I hear a tap{Mng 
at the outer yett" 

10 
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^ Go and opern it then, Baby,^ said her bro- 
ther, glad at any thing that promised to interrupt 
the dispute. 

^* Go and open it, said he ?^ echoed Baby, half 
angry, half frightened, and half triumphant, at 
the superiority of her understanding over that of 
her brother — ^^ Go and open it, said you, indeed? 
—-is it to lend robbers a chance to take all that is 
in the house ?^ 

<* Robbers !" echoed Triptolemus in his turn ; 
^< there are no more robbers in this country than 
there are lambs at Youle. I tell you, as I have 
told you an hundred times, there are no High«- 
landmen to harry us here. This is a land of 
quiet and honesty. OJbrtunati nimium r 

^^ And what good is Saint Binian to do ye, 
Tolemus ?^ said his sister, mistaking the quota- 
tion for a Catholic invocation. '* Besides, if there 
be no HigUandmen, there may be as bad. I saw 
sax or seven as ill-looking chields gang past the 
place yesterday, as ever came frae beyont Cloch* 
na-ben ; illfa^red tools they had in their hands, 
whaaling knives they ca^ed them, but they looked 
as like whingers as ae bit aim can look like an« 
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hlier. There' is 'nae honest men tarry ^liccan 

Here the knocking and shouts of Mordautit 
*S^rQ viry ihidible beti^tt^every swell q( Ae hor- 
Mble blast which was cafeenng witho\lt^ T)ie 
txrbtKer and sister looked atieach.iadher in- red 
perplexity and fear. *^ If theyhave-bcdrddf ^thls 
idn^r,*"' said'Baby, her very nose tiiahgmg iHth 
terror from red to blue, " we are biit gani tdkuJ* 
' > ^ Whoi speaks' now^ when th^y^ i^diUd hold 
Ihev p^ce r* 'said Tn^itokmiis. f €b to ; the 
tbbfr.iniidQir hiKtantly,. dnd see. hdw many ihei:e 
iti^of them,' while I load the old Spanidi-barrrfUed 
duck^giin— ^'as if you were, stepping -on fiew* 
laid eggs.'* ^ . i » . ,. , 

.^ Baby crept to the wiiidow, 'andTq)orted that 
she 'saw only ^<' ohe young chield,* daifering^ knd 
roni^kiig as' gin he wer^rdaft. . Row^tilany there 
might bfe^iit of sights sheconid not hiy.* t. . 

'■ ^^ Out of sight I-^nonsense^^ fiEud TriptolemttS,' 
laying a^de theiamrodtwith. whidi lie was load^ 
iiig-tib^.piece^-vAtfa:a^«ii^nibli^ ^.Mteill 

inofiaiktltem out of Bighf andiiearing both'^tMs 
is 8onie-p6orfeUow catdied inihetempdst, #ahts 
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the fibelter of our roof, and a little r^esbtnent. 
Open the door, Baby, ifs a Chrii^aii deed.* 

'^ But is it a dbristian deed of him to coine iii 
at the window then P^ said Baby, lettii^ up a 
most doleful shriek, as Mordaunt Merfouii^' who 
had forced open one of the windows, leaped down 
iiito the apartment, dripping 'with watei'like a 
riv€r god. Triptoleraus, in -great tribulati^,> 
presented the gun which he had not yet hhdeA; 
while the intruder exclaimed, " Hold, hoM*^— * 
what the devil mean you by keephig yqitr. floors 
bolted in weather like this, and levelling your gun 
at folk^s heads as you wouM at a sealgb^s ?" 

*^ And who are you, friend, and what" wiht 
you ?" said Triptolemus, lowering the butt of his 
gun to the floor as he spoke, and so recovering 
his arms. 

** What do I want r said Mordaiint; ** I 
want every thing — I want meat. Brink, and fire, 
a bed for the night, and a sheltie for to-morrow 
morning to carry me to Jarlshof.'^ 

,** And you said there were na6 caterans or 
solders here ?'• said Baby to the agriculturist, re- 
proaclifully, ** Heard ye ever a breekless loon 
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frae Lodiaber tell his mind and his errand mair 
deftly ?— Come, come, friend,^ she added, ad- 
dresang herself to Mordaunt, *^ put up your 
pipes and gang your gait ; this is the house of his 
Lordship^s factor, and no place of resett for thig- 
gers or soruers.*^ 

. Mordaunt laughed in her face at the ampli- 
<aty of the request. ** Leave built walls,'' he said, 
** and in such a tempest as this ? What take you 
me for ?-— a gannet or a scarf do you think I 
am, that your clapping your hands and skirling at 
me like a mad woman, should drive me from the 
shelter into the storm f" 

** And so you propose, young man," said Trip- 
tolemus, gravely, *^ to stay in my house, volens 
no2m^—- >that is, whether we will or no ?** 

** Will !" said Mordaunt ; " what right have 
you to will any thing about it ? Do you not hear 
the thunder ? Do you not hear the rain ? Do 
you not see the lightning? And do you not 
know this is the only house within I wot not how 
many miles ? Come, my good master and dame, 
this may be Scottish jesting, but it sounds strange 
in Zetland ears. You have let out the fire too, 
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and my teeth are dancing a jig in my head with, 
cold ; but 111 soon put that to rights.^ 

He seized the fire-tongs, raked together the 
embers upon the hearth, broke up into hfe the 
gathering-peat which the hostess had calculated 
^ould have preserved the seeds of fire, without 
giving them forth, for many hours ; then casting 
his eye round, saw in a comer the stock of drifts 
wood, which Mistress Baby had served forth by 
ounces, and transferred two or three logs of it at 
Once to the hearth, which, consdous of such un- 
wonted supply, began to transmit to the chimney 
such a smoke as had not issued from the Place of 
Harfra for many a day. 

WhHe their uninvited guest was thus making 
himself at home. Baby kept edging and jogging 
the factor to turn out the intruder. But for this, 
undertaking, Triptolemus YeUowley'felt nether 
courage nor zeal, nor did circumstances seem at 
all to warrant the favourable conclusion of any 
fray in which he might enter with the young 
strangar. The sinewy Umbs and graceful form 
of Mordaunt Mertoun were seen to great advaa* 
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tdget in hib nmple seft^lraui; and with hU dark 
sparkling eye, finely fonoed bead, animaUd: hfL- 
tores, dose curieddark hair, sitidbold free looks, 
tlui J B&dnger- fionned a- vekry st^cMigr costtrasir witjb^ 
thfthoationtfhbmhehadiiitrad^hki^elf. Trip* 
tidenut wak a short, clumsy, duck-Jegged^ dis^ 
aLjie:iACete% whose bottle-noae, turned up ami 
hambolaely. coppered at the extremity, seemedf 
to ji^ainaite something of an occaricffifll trea^ with/ 
Baochus. It was like to be no equal mdlay be« 
twixt jpersons of such unequal formaiiid strength ; 
and' dief difiinreiioer betwixt twenty Mid fifty years^ 
utos nothing in fftvcmr of the weaker party^* Be^ 
sides, the factor was an hon^t good-^EiatUred fel* 
low at bottotai, and b^n^ socni satis^^ thiAt his 
guest had no Qiiiei viewsithoin those of obtaining^ 
refilge fenti' the cttorxn^ it would^ despite hi$ sis^ 
terms' instigittioils, halub been' his last act to deny: 
a! boon so jceaaonable aiid neeesj^aiy to |t youth 
whose extenoir was s6^ prepos^ssiiig; He stood^ 
tfierefbre, codsidering hon^ he codld most graoer 
frily ^lide iutoi the dnob^ter of th^ ho^Mtable 
landlbid; out of that of the chuiiidi de£inddi^ <)f 
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faii* domesde. ca^e, against an unajiitfaoriMd 10^* 
trusioDy wlien Boby^ w^oliad^ood appalled at 
tkb^xtrealejfaibiMaiitJ^i o£ith« Bthmgb^ii axMress 
andids^eanaary'imvlspokeitq) fiaelierself;; If My^ 
tttitbViwM -said. she -to Moniatint^;^ jsf.«re no 
Ualb,vtoc;light' on «t i that xate^ aiM /the/best tof^ 
neood^toa-MoaieioEyour.shanieytpeatay bntgood' 
aikiitixB(heT^ aae fees maim odrfv jej^'? ' / 

i^^fYcku ootaBili^htly hy^ hi d^une,*" BaJdAIoVM* 
daunt, carelessly ; *^ and you should not grudge 
the, fioet^i^hat the deatgiteft; you for notfaii^.— - 
Tbege^good riba of oak did. their, last duty upott; 
eaxtlk ai|d ocean <wben^they ^<So«dd bi»ld no kyngec 
tage^her.uaderttebmve lfte«rt»that^x^ 
barki^- • ' • • ■••''' •■ '••■ •'^ii'U w .:. :^. .-. >-!; 

. < 9 4^ tbMt?$ teae, 'too/!, s^jtkde oklowanifl% ' 
softening'*— f^ this, maun be awso^e weather by. 
sea. Siitdotfiiand warm yf^^flince the sticks snsf 

** Ay, ay,^ said Triptolemus, " it is iirplea^> 
sure to see siccan a bonny bleeze. I haye na seen 
tbeHkao^sincelldSt Cauldacres.^ . ^ :a - 
* 1^ i^^jid Uiall.na jsee thfflile oltagaiiiiU ahuDii 



ljD4> THE flAATS. 

ly,"* sud Baby, <* unless the house take fire, or 
there suld be a coal-heugh found out*^^ 

^' And wherefore should not there be a coal- 
heugh found out ?*" said the factor, triumphantly 
— *^ I say, wherefore should not a coal-heugh be 
found out in Zetland as well as in Fife, now that 
the Chamberlain has a far-sighted and discreet 
man upon the spot to make the necessary per* 
quisitions ? They are biuth fishing^stations, I 
trow.'* 

** I teU you what it is, Tolemus YeUowky,** 
answered his sister, who had practical reasons to 
fear of her brother's openmg upon any Mae 
scent, '^ if you jHromise my Lord sae mony of 
these bonnie wallies, we'll no be weel hafted here 
before we are found out and set a tiotting again* 
If ane was to speak to ye about a gold mine, I 
ken. weel wha would, promise he suld have Por- 
tugal pieces clinking in his pouch before the y^r 
gaed by." ' 

^' And why suld I not P" said Triptolemufr^ 
** may be your, head does not know there is a 
land in Orkney called Ophir^ or something very 
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like it ; and wherefore might not SoJomoDy the 
wise king of the Jews, have sent thither his ships 
and his servants for four hundred and fifty ta^ 
lents ? I hope he knew best where to go or send, 
and I hope you believe in your Bible, Baby ?^ 

Baby was alenced by an appeal to Scripture^ 
however mai^propoSy and only answered by an 
inarticulate humph of incredulity or scorn, while 
her brother went on addressing Mordaunt.— - 
^^ Yes, you shall all of you see what a change 
shall coin introduce, even into such an unpropi- 
tious country as yours. Ye have not heard of cop- 
per, I warrant, or of iron-stone, in these islands 
neither ?^ Mordaunt said he had heard there was 
copper near the Cliffs of Konigsburgh. '* Ay, 
and a copper scum is found on the Loch of Swa^ 
na too, young man. But the youngest of you, 
doubtless, thinks lumself a match for such as I 
am.'' 

.Baby, who during all this while had been close- 
ly and accurately reconnoitering the youth^s per- 
son, now interposed in a manner by her brother 
totally unexpected, ** Ye had mair need. Mi 
Yellowley, to give the young man some dry 
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olotbesy and', to see about gdiliag iomething ffic 
biinto eat, than to sit^ there bleeaog away nith 
ytAjr labg ' tales,' asiif Ute/weotliiec "were not nKod j 
ebdw- without your help; and jmiybie'tfae lad would 
driiik some &Und/'or sicklike^'if ye had tlie ^ao& 
toa&khim.'*' 

While Triptolemus stood tMstooished at «iieh)a{ 
proposat5 coDsidering die quarter it came fiom, 
Mordauht adswer^, he *^ would be my gladrto^ 
}mr^ dry clothes, but begged to be excmfed firoo^ 
dlink^g utttil hiet had eaten someMiat.^ 
-'^Triptdemus accordingly ooadocted Um into 
anotlier apattmeot, and aocommodalang Imawith 
a diange of dress, Irft him to his arrangemenia^^ 
whOe he hiiQself returned to the Idtchen^ madt^ 
puzzled to aocoaat foi^ bis' sister?s uau^qal fit ofi 
iMM^taMty. ^'She imlst be/!fy,^^ hesud, <f laid^ 
iib ihgi «iise'has tiot long tiolLre, aiui tiH>iJ^ I'fisdh 
heir to her tocher-good, I am sorry for it ; for sbe^ 



* When a person changes his condition suddenly^ a« 
when ft miser beeemlirlibesiL^ or frdE!iii;good4faiimaurai^ 
hfit s mjt^, in ^pqts^ tpt \iefeyj ibfiX is, prede^ti^ to 
sj^e^y deaths of which such mutations of humoiir arere;-^ 
ceived as a sure indioai^on. ' 
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hrasiielddie hous&f enrnveU U^ctker-^Kirawn the 
^tb over tight it may be bow and then^ but ihe 
saddle sits the better.^ ' 

' When Triptolemus I'eturlied tfoi the kitchen, 
he' found his suspicibiis confiioaiedy forhis^itev 
litis in the desperate action of conagning* to the 

1 {Sot a smoked goose^' wbich^ with others o£ the 

sifii^ trihe^ had loag huo^ m the large ^hiimwjR; 
lettering to herself at the eiahie i^xtne/^^^lt 
maun be eaten sune or qpne^ and what for ho by 
die puhr dsllknt'' 

^* What is this of it, sister ?^ said Triptdk^ 
tf^. ^^ You have on the- girdle and the .pot at 
ance. What day is this wiVyou ?" 

f ^ E'ensueh a. day as the Israelites had heskle 

Aieflssh-^iob of Egypt^ blffie Triptelemus; but 
ye Utde ken* whsi y i^ have in' your house this bless* 
ed day.'' 

** Troths and littler I do keuj'' said Ti^ptob- 
taks^ ^* as Utile as I wonM ke» the naig I never 
saw before. I would take the lad.for s,ys^gt»f^ 
Biit he has vatfaei: crweir gtsod h»ieiiigit, and he 
h«B^n^p»^k^'' . 
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** Ye ken as little as ane of your ain bits of 
nout, man,^ retorted sicfter Baby ; ^* if ye ken na 
him, do ye ken Tronda Dronsdaughter ?^ 

" Tronda Dronsdaughter ?^ echoed Triptole- 
mus— -<< how should I but ken her, when I pay 
her twal pennies Soots by the day, for working in 
the house here ? I trow she works as if the things 
burned her fingers. I had better give a Scots lass 
a groat of English siller.^ 

^* And that^s the maist sensible word ye have 
said this blessed morning. — Weel, but Tronda 
kens this lad weel, and she has often spoke to me 
about him. They call his father the Silent Man 
of Sumburgh, and they say he^s uncanny.^ 

** Hout, hout-— nonsense, nonsense— they are 
aye at sic trash as that,^ said the brother, *^ when 
you want a day^s wark out of them— -they have 
stepped ower the tangs, or they have met an un- 
canny body, or they have turned about the boat 
against the sun, and then there^s nought to be 
done that day.**^ 

** Weel, weel, brother, ye are so wise,** said 
Baby, ** because ye knapped Latin at Saint An* 
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drews; and can your lair tell me then what the 
lad has round his halse ?^^ 

'^ A Barcelona napkin, as wet as a dishclout, 
and I have just lent him one of my own over- 
lays,^ said Triptolemus. 

'^ A Barcelona napkin !^ said Baby, elevating 
her voice, and then suddenly lowering it, as from 
apprehension of being overheard— -^^ I say a gold 
chain.^ 

" A gold chain !'' said Triptolemus. 

** In troth is it, hinny ; and how like you that ? 
The folk say here, as Tronda tells me, that the 
King of the Drows gave it to his father, the Si-, 
lent Man of Sumburgh.*" 

^' I wish you would speak sense, or be the si« 
lent woman,'' said Triptolemus. " The upshot 
of it all is, then, that this lad is the rich stran- 
ger's son, and that you are giving him the goose 
you were to keep till Michaelmas." 

** Troth, brother, we maun do something for 
Grod's sake, and to make friends ; and the lad,'^ 
added Baby, (for even she was not altogether 
above the prejudices of her sex in favour of oat- 
ward form,) " has a fair face of his ain." 
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«:Ye would bave let-inany} a■fluriflce,^^^8ud 
Triptolemus, ^^ pass the d<X)r pining^ if it bid not 
been for the gold chain.^ 

*^* Nae doubt, nae doubt,^ iref^ed Barbara ; 
*^ ye wad not have me waste 4^r subi^nce gtk 
eterythiggeror sornertfaat basJthe luok'td come 
by the door ina wet-day P but this lad has a idit 
and -a wide name in the country, and Tr&ttda s^s 
he is to be married to a daughter of the ricRudal-) 
ler, Magnus Trbil, and iLhe hiarriage^dhy iildbe 
fixed: whrneverbe ibakestshdiee (setbim u^ be- 
tween the twa<las8es^ tand. so it ;wad'be as^iiiiicb m 
our good name^ and our quiet is worth forbye^ito 
let him sit unserved, although he does oome un- 
sent for.**' - i? 

^* The best reasonrin life,""' said Triptolenmsv 
<^.for letting a man into a house is, that ybu dare 
not hid him go by. . However,, since there % a 
man of quality ttmongst them, I wdlltiet 'hiib 
know whom he has to do with,' in faiy person.'' 
Tlien advancing to thedoor^^he e^^Jaipaed,*-^* 

^^yAdsmm,"^ answered the youth, lentering the 
apartment'. . 
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d^tegt^herdefidt^ntin his humaiiiti€8, Ift^. I 
will try him further.— Canst thdu ^aught; of hus- 
bandry , youtig^ gentleman ?'' , 

'♦< TVoth, sir, not I,** answered Mordaunt : <» I 
Iskre been trained to plough upon die sea, and to 
reap up^ the cr^g.'' 

^ *{Plo«gh thtfsea 1?^ sai^^riptoleiBua ;** that's 
a furrow requires small harrowing ; and for your' 
harvest >(m'liie eUag,' I Suppose you mean these 
Mowrhsi ot whateVei^ you call, them^ It is a sort 
of ifigatbeHiig' wliifib the ranzdnan 'should stop 
by th^ iaw ; nothing more Hkely to break: an ho^ 
nest maa^s bones,.'. T prc^^ss Irjaimiot^ see* the 
pleasure men propose by 'dah|^iirg: in ar^ipeV 
end -betwixt eartbrand bea^tenl. .Ia:TBy'case, I 
had-asrlief the other end of the rope were&sten- 
edtoTthe gibbet $ Idbbiild be surfe of hot falHng, 
attlcast;?- . ,.• ' ' * • . ■^. '. • 

. ^rNow, rwoiiidiorily:adTiseyourtojfccy.it,^re- 
]^fed^ Mqrd*tjijti '* :Tcrist me, t{i6 jw«wrld has 
fe# gmild^r-a^9«tigto^^;tl%m wbenrcmeispewbed 
inrittd^ir between a h%h-browedeliff and'a rdar-' 
ihg ocean, the rope by whkh you -are siistdned 
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leaning scarce stronger than a silken thread, and 
the stone on which you have one foot steadied^ 
affording such a breadth as the kitty wake n%ht 
rest upon— to feel and know all this with the f uU 
confidence that your own agility of limb, and 
^^jigt|;i.of beady.caa bring you as safe off as if 
you j^ad the wih'g'of the gbsshawk<^— tfaisJs in-* 
deed being almost independent of the earth' you 
tread on.^ 

Triptolemus stared at this enthusiastic descripu 
tion of an amusement which had so few charma 
for him ; and his sister, looking at the glancing eye 
and elevated bearing of the young adventurer, 
answered, by ejaculating, ^^ My certie, lad, but 
you are a brave chield.^ 

" A brave chield r returned Yellowley,— •* I 
say a brave goose, to be flichtering and fleeing in 
the wind when he might abide upon terra Jirma ; 
but come, here^s a goose that is more to the pur- 
pose, when once it is well boiled. Get us tren- 
-diers and salt. Baby — ^but in truth it will prove 
salt enough — a tasty morsel it is ; but I think the 
Zetlanders be the only folks in the world that 
think of running such risks to catch geese, and 
then boiling them when they have done.*" 

7 
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" Tti be 8ui*e^'' replied his sister, (it was the 
onfy word th^ had agi^ed on that day,) " it 
would be an unco thing to bid ony gudewife in 
Angus or a** the Meams bml a goose, while there 
was sic things as spits in the waiid^ — ^But wha^s 
!:thi8 ineist ?^ she added^ looking towards the en- 
trance with great indignaticuii " My ciertie, open 
-doors and dogs come in--Hind wha opened. the 
door to him?^ 

"I did, to be sure," replied Mordaunt { " yott 
would not have a poor devil stand beating your 
deaf door-cheekis in weather like this?— -Here goes 
somethings though^ to help the fire," he added, 
drawing out the sliding bar of oak with whi<^ 
the door had been secured j and throwing it on the 
hearth, whence it was snatched by Dame Baby 
in great wrath, she exclaiming at the same time,— - 

'Mt^s sea-borne timber, as there^s little else 
here> and he dings it about as if it were a fir- 
clogl-^And who be you, an it jplease you ?" she 
added, turning to the stranger-**^^* a very hidlan«- 
shaker loon, as ever crossed my twa eVn.*^ . 
. ^< I am a jagger, if it like your ladyship,^- re- 
plied the uninvited guest, « stout, vulgar, little 
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nUui, who Imd indeed Jtkie hunlMe appkarft&oe of 
k pedhxyCiikd Jogger in tbeae ialalidiH-^^* n^ver 
travelled in a waur day, or was more wUUtig tp 
get to harbounige^-^Heaireii be prmsed for fi(e 
aod iioaae-rbom r 

So saying, he dre^ a pfaxd to the fice^ and aatae 
diowu without farther ceremony. Dtme Baby 
tatardd ^^ wild as grey goss-hawk,^ and was lab- 
ditating how to express her indignation in some- 
ahing warmer than words, for whaoh the hoiHng 
pot seemed to offer a conymiient hint» when an 
loid balf-^dtanred serving w<»aan, the shaxer o( hh: 
dodaJBatk cires, who had been a& yet in some ita- 
ikidie corner of the mansion, now hobUed inf» 
^e room, and btoke out into exelamations wUek 
indiNMited s<^me new cauee of alarm. 
. <<.0 master r and ^ O miatreto r were th« oni. 
Ij sounds she could for some time articulate, and 
l^eik fi^bwed them up with, ^^ The best in tiA 
btiiM-^^he best in the houise-««6et a^ oh the 
board, and a* will be litde aneugh— there is aiild 
Noma of Fitful-head, the most learful woman in 
all llie ides r 

^^ Where can i^ have been wandering T* said 
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Mbrdaunt^ not ^thbut some apparent sympathy 
with the surprise, if Dot with the alarm, of the 
old domestic ; *' but it is nei^iess to ask^^-^the 
worde the weather, the mobe likdy is flhe to be a 
travellier.'' 

" What new traiUper is this V* ^ddA the dis- 
tracted baby, whotti this quick subcesi&m 5f guests 
had driven well nigh crazy with vi^kation. ^ HI 
soon iieftl^ her wanderings I sail Widrant, if tby 
brother had but the soul of a man in him, dr if 
there be a pidr of jougs at Scalloway.* 

'* The iron was neyei* (btged on stithy that 
would hauld her,^ said the old maid-Sisrvant. 
<^ She comes-— she comes— God^s sak^ speak her 
fair and eanqy, or we will have a ravelled hasp 
on the yam-wittdles.'' 

As she spoke, a woman tall etidugh lllihost to 
toiich the top of the door with h^ Cajp, stepped in- 
to the room, signing the cros^ ds she entered, and' 
pronouncing, with a solenln voice, ^' The blessing 
of Grod and Saint Ronald on the op^ii dcior, and 
their braid malison and nlihe upon clote-hdnded 
churls r, 

^* And wha are ye, that are sae bauld wi" your 
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blessing and banning in other folks^ houses? 
What kind of country is this, that folks cannot 
sit quiet.for an hour, and serve heaven, and keep 
their bit gear the^ther, without gangrel men 
and women coming thigging and somiiig ane af- 
ter another, like a string of wild-geese ?^ 

This speech, the understanding reader will 
easily saddle on Mistress Baby, and what effects 
it might have produced on the last stranger, can 
only be matter of conjecture ; for the old servant 
and Mordaunt applied themselves at once to the 
party addressed, in order to d^recate her resent- 
ment ; the former ^peakitig to her some words of 
Norse, in a tone of intercession, and Mordaunt 
saying^ in English, ^^ Thiey are strangers, Norna, 
and know not your name or qualities ; they are 
linacquainted, too, with the ways of this country, 
and; therefore we must hold theta excused for 
their lack of hospitality.^ 
. <* I lack no hospitality, young man,^ said Trip- 
tolemus, " miseris succurrere dwco— the goose 
that was destined to roost in the chimney, till 
Michaelmas, is boiling in the pot for you ; but 
if we had twenty geese, I see we are like to find 
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mouths to eat them every feather— this must be 
amended.^* 

^' What must be amended, sordid slave ^ said^ 
die stranger Nbma^ turning at once upon him 
with an emphasis that made him stortp— <* What 
must be amended ? Bring hither, if thou wilt, thy 
new-fSemgled coulters, iqiades, and harrows, alter 
the implements of our fathers from the plough-^' 
share to the mouse-trap ; but know thou a,rt m 
the land that was won of old by the flaxen-haired 
Kempions of the North, and leave us their hospi- 
tality at leastj to shew we come of what was once 
neble and generous. I say to you beware — -while 
Noma looks forth at the measureless waters, from 
the crest of Fitful-head, something is yet left that 
resembles power of defence. If themenof Thule 
have ceased to be champions, and to spread the 
banquet for the raven, the women have not for« 
gotten the arts that lifted them of yore into queens 
and prophetesses.*** 

The woman who pronounced this singular ti- 
rade, was as striking in appearance as extrava- 
gantly lofty in her pretensions and in her Ian. 
^uage. She might well have represented on the 



118 TH^ PIRATE. 

stage, so far as features, voice, and stature were 
concerned, the Bonduca or Boadicea of the Bri- 
tons, or the sage Velleda, Auripia, or any other 
(i^lf^ Pythoness, who ever led to hatUe a tfibe o£ 
ih^. apoient Gc^hs, Her feattire$ were high and 
itrfdl lorded, ft^d. wq^l4 bi^ye been handsome but 
for th^ r«.y4ges of 11910, a^d the effects of expo- 
siire to the severe weather of her couutry. Age,^ 
^joid, perhaps sorrow, bad quenct^ed, in spme de- 
gree, tb^ fire of a«idark blue eye, lyhose hue al- 
most app^oach^d ^o Uack, and bad sprinkled 
snow cm such part of her tresses 1^ had escaped 
frojn under her cap, t^d w^re dishevelled by tiiie 
j^igoiur of the storm. Her upper garment, wlucb 
dropped wjth water, was of a oo^arse <jiark-CQlour- 
e4 sltuff, called Wadmaral, thei^ much u$ed in 
th43 2ietl|tnd islands, as also in Iceland and Nor- 
way. Bui as she threw this cloak back from her 
shoulders, a short jacket, of dark-blu^ velvet, 
stamped with figures, became visible, and the 
vest, whiich corresponded to it, was of crimson 
colour, and embroidered with tarnished silver. 
Her girdle was pltuted with silver ornaments, 
cut into the shape of planetary signs"— Jier blue 
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apron was embroidered mtk ^milar deviees, and 
oovei^ a petticoat of crivisQii clotbt Stroikgtbioifi 
enduri^ shoes, of the h^dx9S9^ leather of tbo 
country, were tied li^itb straps like Xhim 0f tlHi 
Romaii buakins, over her scipflet stoekii^g^ gb^ 
wore id her bek,.an ambiguQUS tooking weapoo^ 
which might pass for a mw^fy^Bg^ kpif^. qr duft; 
ger, as the im^tgiiiAtioti of th^ spectator c}i(^ to 
assign to the t^ear^r the ch^ncjter of ^ prieirtfM 
or of a sorci^ess* In her hand she be|d ^ sti^^ 
squared on all sides, and engrt^ved with Riiqif^ 
characters and %^r0s, forming one of those pprt^ 
able and perpetual calen^firs Y^bXcl^ were vis^ 
among d^e anc^t nf^tives of Sc^ndi^ifia, apd 
ii^hicb, to a SMpet^titiou^ eye, niight i^ave pasp^ 
for a diirimng rpd. 

Such wfi^ the ^ffpf^mce;, fe^i^es, i^d ^ttire 
of Noma of the F^tfulrt^efid, upqn n^om ixuipy 9f 
the Hihabits^t^ of the i^^d l^f^ed with obfser': 
vancc^ i^ny with %ir, ai^ ahuost all with a sort 
of yefi^rfition. Less j^egni^x^t^r^umstancesof sui?- 
picion .would, it\ ^ny otbe^rp^^t of SfX)t}and, haye 
exposed h0r to the inyesftigat^ of those cruel in- 
quisitors, who we^c then gft^n invested with ^he 
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delq^ated authority ot the privj-council, for the 
{Njrpose of persecuting, torturing, and finally 
consigning to the flames, those who were accused 
of witchcraft or sorcery. Biit superstitions of 
this nature pass through twq stages ere they be^^ 
eome entirely * obsolete. Those supposed to be 
possessed of supernatural powers, are venerated 
in the earlier stages of sodety. As religion and 
knowledge increase, they are first held in hatred, 
and horror, and are finally regarded as impos-* 
tors. Scotland was in the second stute— the fear 
of witchcraft was great, and the hatred against 
those suspected of it intense. Zetiand was as yet 
a little world by itself, where, among the lower 
and ruder classes, so much of the andent noiih-^ 
em superstition remained, as cherished the ori^- 
nal veneration for those affecting supernatural 
knowledge and power over the elements, which 
made a constituent part of the ancient Scandi^ 
navian creed. At least if the natives of Thule 
admitted that one class of ma^cians performed 
their feats by their alliance, with Satan, they 
devoudy believed that others dealt with spirits of 
a differient and less odious clas8-<— the ancient 
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dwarfe, called, in Zietland, Trows or Drows, the 
modeni fairies, and so forth. 

Among those who wei'e supposed to be in 
league with disembodied spirits, this Noroa, de^ 
scended from, and representative of a familj 
which had long pretended to such gifts, was so 
eminent, that the name assigned to her, which 
signifies one of those fatal sisters who weave the 
web of human fate, had been conferred in honour 
^f her supernatural powers. The name by which 
she had been actually christened was carefully 
concealed by herself and her parents ; for to the 
discovery they superstitiously annexed some fa* 
tal consequences. In these times, the doubt on* 
ly occurred whether her supposed powers were 
acquired byjawful means. In our days, it would 
have been questioned whether she was an impos- 
tor, or whether her imagination was so deeply im- 
pressed with the mysteries of her supposed art, 
that she might be in some degree a believer in her 
own pretensions to supernatural knowledge. Cer- 
tain it is, that she performed her part with such 
undoubting confidence, and such striking dignity 
of look and action, and evinced, at the same time, 
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such Strength of langm^^ and sudi energy of 
purpose, that it would have be^i difficult fcir the 
greatest sceptic to have doubted the reality of 
her enthusiasnii thou^ he might smite at the 
pretensions to which it gave rise. 
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— " If, by your art, you have 

Put the wild wat^ io U^is i^af, allay them.*' 

Tempest. 

Tjijs stovm had somewhat relaxed its rigour 
just before the entrance of Noma, otherwise she 
must have found it impossible to travel during 
the extremity of its fury* But she had hardly 
added herself so unexpectedly to the party whom 
cbapce had assembled at the dwelling of Tripto- 
lemus Yellowley, when the tempest suddenly re- 
sum^ its former vehemence, and raged around 
the building with a fury which made the inmatc^s 
insensible to any thing ^xcept the risk that the old 
m^^n was about to fall above their heads. 

Mistress Baby gave vent to her fears in loud 
exclamations of ^^ the Lord guide us — this is 
surely the last day — what kind of a country of 
guisards and gyre-carlines is this !<*— and you, ye 
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fool carle,^ she added, turning on her brother, 
for all her passkms had a touch of additj in 
them, *^ to quit the bonny Meams land to come 
here, where there is naething but sturdy beggars 
and gaberlunzies within ane'^s house, and heaven'^s 
anger on the outside on^t P 

^^ I tell you, aster Baby,^ answered the insult- 
ed agriculturist, '* that bII shall be reformed and 
amended, excepting,^ he added betwixt his teeth, 
** the scaulding humours of an ill-natured jaud^ 
that can add Uttemess to the very storm.^ 

The old domestic and the pedlar meanwhile 
exhausted themselves in. entreaties to Noma, of 
which, as they were couched in the Norse lan-^ 
guage, the master of the house understood no- 
thing. 

She listened to them with a haughty and ur^ 
moved air, and replied at length aloud, and in 
English — ^** I will not. What if this bouse be 
strewed in ruins before morning— where would 
be the world^s want in the crazed projector, and 
the niggardly pinch-commons, by which it is in- 
habited ? They will needs come to reform Zetland 
customs, let them try how they like a Zetland 
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Storm.*— You that would not perish, quit this 
house.'*' 

T)ie pedlar or jagger seized on his little knap- 
sack, and began hastily to brace it on his back ; 
the old maid-servant cast her cloak about her 
shoulders, and both seemed to be in the act of 
leaving the house. 

Triptolemus Yellowley, somewhat commoved 
by these appearances, asked Mordaunt, with a 
voicie which faultered with apprehenuon, whether 
he thought there was any, that is, so very much 
danger ? 

*^ I cannot tell,^ answered the youth, ^^ t have 
scarce ever seen such a storm. Noma can tell us 
better than any one when it will abate ; for no 
ob6 in these islands can judge of the weather like 
her.'' 

'* And is. that all thou thinkest Norna can do P" 
said the sybil ; ^< thou shalt know her powers 
are not bounded within such a narrow space. 
Hear me, Mordaunt, youth of a foreign land, 
but of a friendly heart— Doest thou quit this 
doomed mansion with tho^ who now prepare to 
leave it ?" 



^ I ck) not—I will not, Noma,'^ replied M<or- 
daunt ; ^^ I know not your motive for desiring 
me to remove, and I will not leave, upon these 
dark threats, the house in which I have bem 
kindly received in such a tempest as this. If the 
owners are unaccustomed to our unlimited cus- 
toms of hospitality, I am the more obliged to 
them that they have rdiuted their usages, and 
opened their doors in my behalf.^ 

** He is a brave lad,^ said Mistress Baby, whose 
superstitious feelings had beeti daunted by the 
threats of the supposed sorceress, and who, atnidst 
her eager, narrow, and repining disposition, had 
some sparks of higher feeling, which made her 
sympathize with generous sentiments, though she 
thought it too expensive to entei^tain them at her 
own cost. " He is a brave lad,'' she again re- 
peated, *^ and worthy of ten geese, if I had them 
to boil for him, or roast either. Til warrant him 
a gentleman's son, and no churl's blood." 

*^ Hear me, young Mordaunt," said Noima, 
<< and depart from this house. Fate has high 
views on you — ^you shall not remain in this hovel 
to be crushed amid its worthless ruins, with the 
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reltqUes of ks more wcvtfaless inhabitants) whose 
life is as little to the world as the vegetation of 
the house^leek, which now grows on their thatch, 
and which shall soon be crushed amongst their 
mangled limbs.^ 

" I—- 1— I will go forth,'* said Yellowtey, who, 
des^te oi bis bearing huamelf scholarly and wise- 
ly, wa$ beginning to be teirified for the issue of 
the adventure ; for the house was old, and the 
walls rocked formidably to the blast 

" To what purpose ?^ said his sister. '^ I trust 
the Prince of the power of the air has not yet 
such like power over those that are made in Gkid's 
image, that a good house should fall about our 
heads, because a tgiidy quean (h^e she darted 
a fierce glance at the Pythoness) should boast us 
with her glamour, as if we were sae mony di^ 
to crouch at her bidding ?'^ 

" I was only wanting,^ sSid Triptolfflius, 
ashamed of his motion, " to look at the bear- 
braid> which must be sair laid wi^ this tempest ; 
but if this honest woman like to bide wi^ us, I 
think it were best to let us a"* sit doun canny the^ 
gither, till if s working weather again.'' 
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*• Hpnest woman r echoed Baby*-i** Foul war- 
loak thief— raroint ye, ye limmer!^ she added> 
.addressing Noma directly; ^^ out of an honest 
hoiisei or, shame fa^ me, but I^ll take the hittle 
to you r * 

Noma caiit on her a lo6k of supreme dontetbpt, 
-then stepping to the window> deemed engaged in 
deep contemplation of the heavens, while the old 
maid-seryant, Trouda, drawing dose to her mis- 
tress, imploi^, for the s^ke of all that was dear 
to man or womiin, *^ do not provoke Noma of 
Ji^'itfiiLdiead. You have no. sie woman on the 
mainland of Scotland— -she canrideon one c^ these 
clouds as easily as man ever rode on a sheltie.'*^ 

** I shall live to see her ride on the reek of a 
fat tar-barrel j^ said Mistress Baby; 'Vand that 
will be a fit pacing palfrey for her.*" 

Again Noma regarded the enraged Mrs Baby 
Yellowley with a look of that unutuerslble scorn 
which her haughty features could so well express, 
and moving to the window which looked to the 
north-west, from which quarter the gale seemed 
at present to blow, she stood for some time with 

13 
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her amiB crossed, looking out upon the leaden* 
coloured sky, obscured as it was by the thick 
drift, which, coming on in successive gusts of 
tempest, left ever and anon sad and dreary inter* 
vals of expectation betwixt the dying and the re- 
viving blast. 

Noma regarded this war of the elements as one 
to whom their strife was familiar ; yet the stem 
serenity of her features had in it a cast of awe, 
and at the same time of authority, as the eabalist 
may be supposed to look upon the spirit he has 
evoked, and which, though he knows how to sub- 
ject him to his spell, bears still an aspect appall- 
ing to flesh and blood. The attendants stood by 
in diffarent attitudes, expressive of their various 
feelings. Mordaunt, though not indiflerent to 
the risk in which they stood, was more curious 
than alarmed. He had heard of Nomads alleged 
power over the elements, and now expected an op- 
portunity of judging for himself of its reality. 
Tript<demus Yellowley was confounded at what 
seemed to be far beyond the bounds of his philo- 
sophy ; and, if the truth must be spoken, the 
worthy agriculturist was far more frightened than 
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curious. His jbter was not in the least curioud 
on the subject ; but it was difficult to saj whether 
anger or fear predominated in her sharp eyes and 
thin compressed lips. The pedlar and old Tron<« 
da, confident that the house would never fall 
while the redoubted Noma was beneath its roof, 
held themselves ready for a start the instant she 
should take her departure. 

Having looked on the sky for some time in a 
fixed attitude, and with the most profound si- 
lence. Noma at once, yet with a slow and majes* 
tic gesture, extended her staff of black oak to* 
wards that part of the heavens from which the 
blast came hardest, and in the midst of its fury 
chaunted a Norwe^an invocation, still preserved 
in the Island of Unst, under the name of the 
Song of the Reim-kennar, though some call it thie 
Song of the Tempest. The following is a free 
translation, it being imposmble to render literally 
many of the eHptical and metaphorical tenna of 
expression peculiar to the ancient Northern p0^ 
try:— 

'^ Stern eagle of the far north-west^ 

ThOu that bearest in thy grasp the thunderbolt^ 
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Thou whose rushing pimcms stir ocean to madness. 

Thou the destroyer of herds, thou the scatterer of navieli, 

Anddst the s^eam of thy rage. 

Amidst the rushing of thy onward wings. 

Though thy scream he loud as the cry jof a perishii^ na^ 

tion. 
Though the rushing of thy .wings be like the roar of ten 

thousand waves. 
Yet hear, in thine ire and thy haste. 
Hear thou the voice of the Reim-kennar. 

8. 
*' Thou hast met the pine-treea of Brontheun, 
Their dark-green heads lie prostrate beside their upEOOt^ 

ed stems; 
Thou hast met the rider of the ocean. 
The tall, the strong bark of the fearless rover. 
And she has struck to thee the topsail 
That she had not veil'd to a royal armada ; 
Thou hast met the tower that hears its cre9.t among tha 

clouds. 
The battled massive tower of the Jarl of former days. 
And the cope-stone of the turret 
Is ^ying upon its hospitable hearth ; 
But thou too ahalt stoop, proud compeller of clou4s9 
When thou hearest the voice of the Reim*kennar. 

3. 
** There are verses that can stop the stag in the forest. 
Ay, and when the dark-coloured dog is opening on his 

track;- 
There are verses can make the wild hawk pause on the 

^ng. 
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like the faloon that wem the hood and the jaaaeiy 

And who knows the shiill whisde of the fowler ; 

Thou who canst mock at the acreaon of thedrownuq; ina- 

ririer^ 
And the crash of the ravaged forest^ 
And the groan of the overwhelmed crowds^ 
Whea. UiexJ^uroli hath &Uen in the moment of pcayer. 
There are sounds which thou also mnst list. 
When they are chauated by the voice of the Reim-kennar. 

4. 

" Enough of woe hast thou wrought on the ocean. 
The widows wring their hands on the beach ; 
Bfton^ of woe bast thou wrought on the land. 
The husbandman folds his arms in despair ; 
Cease thou the waving of thy pinions^ 
Let the ocean t^pote in her dark strength ; 
Cease thou the flashing of thine eye. 
Let the thunderboli sleep in the armoury of Odin ; 
Be thou BtiD at my biding, viewless racer of the north- 
western heaven, 
Sleq^ tho« at ^e voice of Noma the Reim-kennar." 

TY« have said that Mordaunt was naturally 
fond of lomaiilic poetry and romantic akuation ; 
it is not therefore surprising that he listened with 
intarest to the wild address tl^us uttered to the 
wildest wind of the compass, in a tone <^ such 
dauntless enthusiasm. But though he had heard 
so much of the Runic rhyme and of the northern 
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speil, in the country where he had so long Awdtj 
he was not on this eeeasion so credulous as to be» 
lieve that the tempest, which had raged so lately, 
and which was now declining, was sinking sub- 
dued before the charmed verse of Noma. Cer<- 
tain it was, that the blast seemed passing away, 
and the apprehended danger was already orer ; 
but it was not improbable that this issue had been 
for some time foreseen by the Pytluxiess, tfarou^ 
signs of the weather, imperceptible to those who 
bad not dwelt long in the country, or bad no^ be« 
stowed on the meteorological phenomena the al»' 
tention of a strict and close observer. Of Nor*- 
na^s experience he had no doubt, and that went 
a far way to explain what seemed supernatural ia 
her demeanour. Yet still the noble countenance, 
balf-shaded by dishevelled tresses, the air of ma- 
jesty with which, in a tone of menace as well as 
of command, she addressed the viewless spirit of 
the tempest, gave him a strong inclination to be-, 
lieve in the ascendancy of the occult art over the 
powers of nature ; for, if a woman ever moved on 
earth to whom such authority over the ordinary 
laws of the universe could belong. Noma of Fit- 
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fnl-head^ judging from bearing, figure, and face, 
was bom to that high destiny^ 

The rest of the company were less slow in re- 
ceivkig cokiviction. To Tronda and the jagger 
none was necessary ; they had long believed in 
the full extent of Noma's authority over the ele- 
ments; Bnt Triptolemus and his sister gazed at 
each other with wondering and alarmed looks, 
especially when the wind began perceptibly to 
decline, as was especially visible during the 
pauses which Noma made betimt the strophes of 
her incantation. A long alence followed the last 
verse, until Noma resumed her chaunt, but with 
a changed and more soothing modulation of voice 
and tune« 



** Eagle of the fkr narth-westetn waters. 
Thou hast heard the voioe of the Reim-keniiar, 
Thou hast closed thy wide sails at her bidding. 
And folded them in peace by thy side. 
My blessing be <m thy retiring path ; 
When thou stoopest from thy jJace on high. 
Soft be thy slumbers in the caverns of the imknown ocean. 
Rest till destiny shall again awaken thee; 
Eagle of the north-west, thou hast heard the voice of the 
Reim-kennar.' 
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<* A pretty song that would be to keep the com 
from shaking in haVst,^ whispered the agricultu- 
rist to his sister ; ** we must speak her fair, Baby 
•^ 4he will maybe part with the secret for a hun. 
dred pund Soots.^ 

*' An hundred fules^ heads,^ replied Baby-^ 
** bid her five merks of ready siller. I never 
knew a witch in my life but she was as poor as 
Job." 

Noma turned towards them as if riie had guess- 
ed their thoughts ; it may be that she did so. She 
passed them with a look of the most sovereign 
contempt, and walking to the table on which the 
preparations for Mrs Barbara'*s frugal meal were 
already disposed, she filled a small wooden quaigh 
from an earthen pitcher which contained bland, 
a subacid liquor made out of the serous part of 
the milk. She broke a single morsel from a bar« 
ley-cake, and having eaten and drunk, returned 
towards the churlish hosts. '* I give you no 
thanks," she said, ** for my refreshment, for you 
bid me not welcome to it ; and thanks bestowed 
on a churl are like the dew of heaven on the cliffs 
of Foulah, where it finds nought that can be re^ 
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freshed by its influences. I give yon no thanks,'^ 
she said again, but .drawing from ber pocket a 
leathern purse that seemed lafge and heavy, she 
added, ^^ I pay you with what you will value 
more than the gratitude of the whole inhabitants 
of Hialtland. Say not that Noma of Fitful-head 
hath eaten of your bread and drank of your cup, 
md left you scnrowing for the charge to which 
she hath put your house.^ So saying, she laid ofet 
the table a small piece of antique coin, bearing 
the rude and half-defaced efSg^es of some ancieiU 
northern king. 

Triptolemus and his raster exclaimed i^ainst 
this liberality with y^aotience ; the first protest- 
ing that he ketpt no public, and the other exdaim^ 
ing, M Is the cadine mad P Heard ye ever of ony 
of the gentle house of Clinkscale that gave meai 
fwriUer?" 

** Or for love either,^' muttered her brother; 
" hf wd to that, tittie." 

" What are ye whittie whattieing about, ye 
gowk^^ scud his genible. sister, who suspected the 
tenor ci his murmurs ; '^ gie the ladie back her 
Ixuue die there, and be blithe to be sae rid on 
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it will be 8 8clate>8tane the morn^ if not something 
worse." 

The honest factor lifted the money to return 
it) jet could not help b^ng struck when he saw 
the impression, and his hand trembled as he 
handed it to his sister. 

. ^^ Yes," said the Pythoness again, as if she 
read the thoughts of the astonished pair, '^ you 
have seen that coin before—- beware how you use 
it ! It thriyes not with the sordid or the mean- 
souled—it was won with honourable danger, and 
must be expended with honourable liberality. 
The treasure which lies under a cold hearth will 
one day, like the hidden talent, bear witness 
against its avaricious possessors." 

This last obscure intimation seemed to raise 
the alarm and the wonder of Mrs Baby and her 
brother to the uttermost. The lattertried to stam- 
m^ out something like an invitation to Noma to 
tarry with them all night, or at least to take share 
of the *^ dinner," so he at first called it ; but look- 
ing at the company, and remembering the limit- 
ed contents of the pot, he corrected the phrase, 

and hoped she would take some partof the^^snack, 

1 
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which would be on the table ere a man could loose 
a pleugh.^ 

*^ I eat not here— I sleep not faere,^ replied Nor- 
na—- ^^ nay, I relieve you not gbIj of my own pre- 
soice, but I will dismiss your unwelcome guests*. 
-^Mordaunt,*^ die added, addresfiing young Mer- 
toiin, ^^.the^ark fit.is past, and your fatber.lo6ks 
for you this evening.'' ; . i 

« Do you return in tliat direction f" said Mmr«- 
daunt. *^ I will but eat a morsel and give you 
my aid, good mother, on the road. The brooka 
must be out, and the journey perilous.'' 
* *' Our ways lie difPerent," answered the Sy- . 
bil, '* and Noma needs not mortal arm to aid her 
on the way. I am summoned far to the east, by 
those who know well how to smooth my passage. 
For thee, Bry ce Snailsfoot," she continued, speak* 
ing to the pedlar, *^ speed thee on to Sumburgh«— 
the roost will afford thee a gallant harvest, and 
worthy the gathering in. Much goodly ware will 
ere now be seeking a new owner, and the careful 
skipper will sleep still enough in the deep haaf, 
andcares not that bale and kist are dashing against 
the shcHrea." 
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<< Na, na, goodmother,^ answered Siuulsfoot, 
** I desire no man^s life for my private advantage, 
and am just grateful for the blessing of Provi- 
dence on my sma* trade. But doubtless one man^s 
loss is another^s gain ; and as these storms destroy 
a* thing on land, it is but fair they suld send us 
something by sea. Sae, taking the freedom, like 
yoursell, mother, to borrow a lump of barley 
bread, and a draught of bland, I will bid good 
day, and thank you, to this good gentleman and 
lady, and e^en go on my way to Jarlshof, as you 
advise.'' 

*< Ay," replied the Pythoness, " where the 
slaughter is, the eagles will be gathered; and 
where the wreck is on the shore, the jagger is as 
busy to purchase spoil as the shark to gorge up- 
on the dead." 

This rebuke, if it was intended for such, seem- 
ed above the comprehension of the travelling mer- 
chant, who, bent upon gain, assumed the knap- 
sack and ellwand, and asked Mordaunt, with the 
£Eimiliarity permitted in a wild country, whether 
he would not take company along with him. 
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<' I watt to eat some dinoor with Mr Yellow- 
lej and Mrs Babj,^ answa'ed the youth, ^^ and 
will set forward in half an hour.^ 

<^ Then 1^11 just take my piece in my haad,^ 
said the pedlar. Accordingly he muttered a b&. 
nediction, and without more ceremony, helped 
himself to what, in Mrs Baby^s covetous eyes, ap« 
peared to be two-thirds of the bread, took a loi^ 
pull at the jug of bland, seized on a handful of 
the small fish called sillochs,^ which the domestic 
was just placing on the board, and left the roaai 
without farther ceremony. 

^ My certie," said the despoiled Mrs Baby, 
^ there is the chapman^s drouth and his hunger 
baith, as folks say. If the laws against vagrants 
be executed this gate-— It^s no that I wad shut 
the door agsdnst decent folks,^ she said, looking 
to Mordaunt, *^ more especially in such judge- 
ment-weather. But I see the goose is dished, 
poor thing." 

This she spoke in a tone of affection for the 
smoked goose, which, though it had long been an 
inanimate inhabitant of her chimney, was far more 
interesting to Mrs Baby in that state, than when 
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it screamed amongst the clouds. Mordaunt laugh- 
ed and took fats eeat, then turned to look for Nor- 
na, but she had glided from the apartment du- 
ring the discussion with the pedlar, 

** I am glad she is gane, the dour carline,*^ 
said Mrs Baby, ^^ though she has left that piece 
of gowd to be an everlasting diame to us.*" 

" Wfaisbty mistress, for the love of heaven," 
said Tronda Dronsdaughter ; ^^ wha kens where 
she may be this moment— -we are no sure but she 
may hear us, though we cannot see her.'" 

Mistress Baby cast a startled eye around, and 
instantly recovering herself, for she was natural- 
ly courageous as well as violent, she said, ^* I 
bid aroint her before, and I bid her aroint again, 
whether she sees me or hears me, or whether she's 
ower the cairn and awa. — And you, ye silly 
sumph,'" she said to poor Yellowley, " what do 
ye stand glowering there for ? — You a Saunt An- 
drew student !-— you studied lair and Latin huma- 
nities, as ye call them, and daunted wi^ the da- 
veis al an auld randie wife I Say your best col- 
lege ^ace, man, and witch, or nae witch, well eat 
our dinner and defy her. And for the value of 
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the gowden piece; it shall never be said I pouch- 
ed her siUer. I will ^e it to some poor body 
—that is, I will test upon it at my death, and 
keep it for a purse-penny till that day comes, and 
thaOs no tudng it in the way of spending-eiller. 
Say your best college grace, man, and let us eat 
and drink in the meantime.^ 

** Ye had muckle better say an oraamus to 
Saint Ronald, and fling a sixpence ower your left 
shouther, master,^ said Tronda. 

<< That ye may pick it up, ye jaud,^ said the 
implacable Mistress Baby ; *' it will be lang or 
ye win the worth of it ony other gate.-— Sit down, 
Triptolemus, and mind na the words of a daft 
wife.'* 

•* Daft or wise,'^ replied Yellowley, very much 
disconcerted, ** she kens more than I would wish 
she kend. It was awfu' to see sic a wind fa* at 
the voice of flesh and blood like oursellch— and 
then yon about the hearth-stano— I cannot but 
think" 

** If ye cannot but think," said Mistress Ba^ 
by, very sharply, " at least ye can baud your 
tongue." 

2 
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The agriculturist made no reply, but sate 
down to their scanty m^al, and did the honours 
of it with unusual heartiness to his new guest, 
the first of the intruders who had arrived, and 
the last who left them. The sillochs speedily dis- 
appeared, and the smoked goose, with its append- 
ages, took wing so effectually, that Tronda, to 
whom the polishing of the bones had be^i des- 
tined, found the task accomplished, or nearly so, 
to her hand. After dinner, the host produced his 
bottle of brandy, but Mordaunt, whose general 
habits were as sober almost as those of his father, 
laid a very light tax upon this unusual exertion 
of hospitality. 

During the meal, they learned so much of 
young Mordaunt, and of his father, that even 
Baby resisted his wish to re-assume his wet gar^ 
ments, and pressed him (at the risk of an expen- 
sive supper being added to the charges of the day) 
to tarry with them till the next morning. But 
what Noma had siud excited the youth^s wish to 
reach home, nor, however far the hospitality of 
Stourburgh was extended in his behalf, did the 
house present any particular temptations to in- 
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duce bim to retoain tb^^ longer. He therefore 
accepted the loan of. the factor^s clothes, promised 
to return them, and send for his ovn ; and took 
a civil leaying of his host and Mistress Baby, 
the latter of whom, however affected by the loss 
of her goose, oould not but think the cost well 
bestowed (sinceit was to be expended at all) up- 
on so handsome and cheerful a youth. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
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l^e does no work bylialTes, yon raving ocean^j 
Engulphing those she strangles, her wild womb 
Affords the mariners whom she hath dealt on, 
Their death at pnce, and 8epiilchr& . 

Old Play. 

Therit were ten " lang Scots miles" betwixt 
Stourburgh and Jarlshof ; and though the pedes- 
trian did not number all the impediments which 
crossed Tarn o^ Shanter^s path,— -for^ in a coun- 
try where there are neither hedges nor stone in> 
closures^ there can be neither ^* slaps nor stiles/'— 
yet the number and nature of the *' waters and 
mosses^ which he had to cross in his peregrina- 
tiG^ ^as fully sufficient to balance the account, 
and to render his journey as toilsome and dan* 
gerous as that of the celebrated retreat froni 
Ayr. Neither witch nor warlock crossed Mor- 
daunf s path, however. The length of the day 
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was already considerable, and he arrived safe at 
Jarlshof by eleven o^clock at night All was still 
and dark around the mansion, and it was not till 
he had whistled twice or thrice beneath Swertha'^s 
window, that she replied to the signal. 

At the first sounds Bw^rtha fell into an agree- 
able dream of a yeHing wbale^fisber, who aome 
forty years since used to make such a signal be- 
neath th^ window of her hut ; at the second, she 
waked to remember that Johnnie Fea slept sound 
amongst the firosiefr wttves of Orecriand for this 
many a yeiar, Md that ilie was Mr Mertcmft*s 
goilviertmntef at Jaarl^ief s at the thii^^ she mrose 
and dpened the window. 

*^ Whae is tbat,*^ she densandeid, <^ at sic aa 
hour of the night ?* 

** It is I,** said the youth. 
** And what for comena ye in? The doorVon 
the latch, and there is a gUktberii^ peat on the 
kitchen fire, and a spunk beside it-^ye can It^st 
your aln candle.^ 

" All well,'' replied Mordaufit ; *< but I want 
to know how my father is.** 
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^ Just in hiB ordinary, gude gentleman — ask- 
ing for you, Master Mordaunt ; ye are owre far 
and ower late in your walks, young gentlenian,^ 
<* Then the dark hour has passed, Swertha ?^ 
** In trothlias it. Master Mordaunt,^ answered 
the gouvemante ; ^* and your father is very rea- 
sonably good-natui^ for him, poor gentleman. 
I gpake to him twioe yesterday without his speak- 
ing first; and the first time he answered me as 
civil as you could do, and the neist time he bade 
me no plague hfm; and then, thought I, tlirde 
times were aye canny, so I spake to him aigain for 
luclcVsake, and he called me a chattering old 

devil, but it was quite and clean in a civil Bort of 

... 
way. 

** Enough, enough, Swertha,^ answered Mor- 
daunt ; ^ and now get up and find me sometliing 
to eat, for I have dined but pocMrly.** 
• /< Then you have been at the new folks at 
Stourburgh ? for there is no another house in a^ 
the Isles but they wad hae gi^en ye the best share 
of the best they had. Saw ye ought of Noma of 
the Fitful-head? She went to Stourburgh this 
morning, and returned to the town at night."" 
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<' Returned !— «then she is here. How could 
she trayel three leagues and better in so short a 
time?'' 

**.Wha kens' how she travels,^ replied Swer* 
tha ; " but I heard het tell the Ranzdman wi' 
my ain lugs, that she intended that day to have 
gone on to Burgh- Westra, to speak with Minna 
Troily but she had seen that at Stourburgh (in- 
deed she said at Harfra, for she never calls it by 
the other name of Stourburgh,) that sent her back 
to our town. But gang yo\ir ways round, and 
ye shall have plenty of supper-^ours is nae toom 
pantry, and still less a locked 'ane, though my 
master be a stranger, and no just that tight in 
the upper rigging, as the Ranzelman says," 

Mordaunt walked round to the kitchen accord- 
ingly, where Swertha'^s care speedily accommo- 
dated him with a plentiful, though coars(& meal^ 
which indemnified him for the scanty hospitality 
he had experienced at Stourburgh. 

In the morning, some, feelings of fatigue made 
young Mertoun later than usual in leaving his 
bed ; so that, contrary to what was the ordinary 
ca^, he found his father in the apartment where 
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theyj^at, and whidi served them indeed for every 
common purpose, save that of a bed-chamber or 
of a kitchen. The son greeted the father in mute 
reverence, and waited until he should addresshiny* 

** You were abseiit yesterdjiy, Mc^d^unt,^ 
said his father* Mordaunt^s absence had lasted 
a week ai:>d mpre 'y but he had often observed that 
his father never seemed to notice how time passed 
during the time he was aff'ected with his sullen 
vapours. He assented to what the elder Mr Mer- 
toun bad said. 

'^And you wer^ at Burgh- Wcstra, as I think/' 
continued his father. 

" Yes, sir,'' replied Mordaunt. 

The elder Mertoun was then silent for some 
time, and paced the floor in deep silence, with an 
air of sombre reflection, which seemed as if he was 
about to relapse into his moody fit. Suddenly 
turning to his son, however, he observed, in the 
tone of a query, *^ Magnus Tr<Ml has two daugh- 
ters — they must be now young women ; they are 
thoyght handsome, of course ?" 

" Very generally, ar," answered Mordaunt, 
rather surprised to hear his father making any 
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inquiiies about the iildiyidualB of a sex which 
he usually thought sb light of, a 8ulrpl*ise which 
was much increased by the next <juestton, put as 
abruptly as the former. 

" Which think you the handisc^nest ?" 
*' I ^ P*^ rej^ied his son with some wonder, 
but without embarrassment—" I really am no 
judge-^I nearer conadered which was absolutely 
the handsomest. They are both very pretty 
young women," 

" You evade my question, Mordaunt ; perhaps 
I have some very particular reason for my wish 
to be acquainted with your taste in this matter. 
I am not used to Waste words for no purpofie. I 
ask you again, which of Magnus Troirs daugh- 
ters you think most handsome ?*" 

** ReaJly, sir,'* replied Mordaunt-^" but you 
only jest in asking me such a question.*" 

^* Young man,'' replied Mertoun, with eyes 
which began to roll and sparkle with inlpatience, 
^* I never jest I desire ah answer to my ques- 
tion," 

** Then, upon my word, fflr,*** said Mordaunt, 
'* it is not in my power to form a judgq^ent be- 
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twiKt tte young ladiegp^they aiFebotli very pretty ^ 
but by nomeaos Uke eadh other. Minna is dark- 
faiured, and more grave than her sister— -more se- 
rious, ibut hy noioieans either dull or sullen.'*^ 

*♦ Um," rqpHed his £Ktber ; " you have been 
gravely brought up, and this Minna, I suppose, 
pleases you ntdst ?^ 

*^ No, ar, really I can give her no fxreference 
over her sister Brenda, iviio is as gay as a lamb 
in a spring momiag*-^ess tall than her sister, but 
«o well formed, and so excellent a dancer ^ 

^ That she is best qualified to amuse the young 
man who has a dull home and a moody father,"*^ 
said Mr Mertoun. 

Nothing in his fatber^s condnct had ever sur- 
prised Mordaunt so much as the dbstinacy with 
which he seemed to -pursue a theme so foreign to 
his general train ef tJiought, and habits of con- 
versati^Mi ; but he comtented himself with answer- 
ing once ttlore, ^ that both ^e young ladies were 
highly admirable, -but he had never thought of 
them with the wish to do either injustice by 
Tanking her lower than -lier sister— -that others 
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would probably decide between tbem as tfa^y hap- 
pened to be partial to a grave or a gay.disposi- 
tioD, or to a dark or fair complexion ; but that 
he could see no excellent quality in the one that 
was not balanced by scmietliing equally captiva- 
ting in the other." 

It is possible that even the coolness with which 
Mcurdaunt made this explanation mig^t not have 
satisfied his father concerning the subject of inves- 
tigation; but Sweartha at this moment entered 
with breakfast, and the youth, notwithstanding 
his late supper, engaged in that. meal with an air 
which satisfied Mertoun that he held it matter 
of more grave importance than the conversation 
which they had just held, and that he had nothing 
more to say upcm the subject explanatory of the 
answers be bad already given. Heshadedhis brow 
with his hand, and looked long fixedly upcHi the 
young man as he was busded with bis rmoming 
meal. There was neither abstraction nor a sense 
of being observed in any of his motions ; all was 
frank, natural, and opep. 

<* He is fancy-free," muttered Mertoun to him- 
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self— >^^ so yotmg, so Kvely, and so imaginative, 
so handsome and so attractiye in face and person, 
strange, that at his age, and in his circumstances, 
he should have avoided the meshes which catch 
all tlie world belside.'' 

When the breakfast was over, the elder Mer- 
toun, instead of proposing, as usual, that his son, 
who awaited his commands, should betake him- 
self to one branch or other of his studies, assumed 
his hat and staff, and d^sired that Mordaunt 
should accompany him to the top of the cliff, 
called Sumburghwhead, and from thence look out 
upon the state of the ocean, agitated as it must 
still be by the tempest of the preceding day. 
Mordaunt was at the age when young pien will- 
ingly exchange sedentary pursuits for active ex- 
ercise, and started up with alacrity to comply 
with his father^s request ; and in the course of a 
fewminutes they were mounting together the hill, 
which, ascending from the land »de in a long, 
st^ep, and grassy slope, sinks at once from the 
summit to the sea in an abrupt and tremendous 
precipice. 

The day was delightful; there was just so 
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tiitich motion in the lor as to disturb the little 
fleecy cloiids niiich were scattered tm the hori- 
ison^ atid by floating them occasionally over the 
suii) to chequer the landscape widi that variety 
of light and shade which often gives to a bare 
and unenclosed scene^ for the time at least, a 
species of charm approaching to die varieties of 
a cultivated and planted country. A thousand 
flitting hues of Kght and shade played aver the 
eltpttnse of wild moor, rodcs^ and inlets, which, 
as they dimbed higher and higher^ spread in wide 
and wider circuit around them. 

The elder Mertoun often paused 9caA looked 
ttttMiiid upon the scene, and for socne time his son 
supposed that he halted to enjoy its beauties ; 
but as they ascended still higher up the hiU, he 
remarked his shortened breath and his uncertain 
and to41sofne step, and became assured, with some 
feelings of alarm, that his fatfaer^s strength was^ 
for the moment, exhausted, and that he found 
the ascent more toilsome-and ihtiguing ibim dsuat. 
To draw close to his i^de, and elfier him in silence 
the assistance of his arm, was an act of youthftfl 
deference to advanced age, as well as of filial re- 
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verence, and Mertoun seemed at first so to receive 
it, for he took in silence the adTantage of the lud 
thus ajSbrded him. 

It was but for two or three minutes, however, 
that the father availed himself of his son^s sup-^ 
port. They had not aso»ided fifty yards farther 
ere he pushed Mordaunt suddenly, if not rude- 
ly, from him ; and as if stung into exertion by 
some sudden recollection, began to mount tlie ac- 
clivity with such long and quick paces, that Mor- 
daunt, in his turn, was obliged to exert him^lf 
to keep pace with him. He knew his father^s pe- 
culiarity of disposition ; he was awnre, from many 
slight circulnstaaces, that he loved him not even 
while he took much pmns of his education, and 
winle he seemed to be the sole object o& his care 
upon earth. But the conviction had never been 
more strongly of more powerfully forced "upon 
him than by tlie hasty churlishness with which 
Mertoon r^ected from a son that assistance which 
most elderly men are willing toreceivefrom youths 
with whom they are bat slight)y <xMinected, as a 
trii^ute which it is (dike graceful to yield and to 
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receive. Mertoun, however, did not seem to per^; 
ceive the effect which his unkindness had prodi^- 
ced upon his son'^s feelings. He paused upon, a 
sort of level terrace which they had now attiun- 
ed, and addressed his son with an indifferent 
tone, which seemed in some degree affected. . 

<< Since you have so few indupements, Mor- 
daUnt, to remain in these wild islands, I suj^se 
you sometimes wish to look a little more abroad 
into the world P'' 

" By my word, sir," replied Mordaunt, "I can- 
not say I ever have thought on such a subject.*^ 

'^ And why not, young man P*^ demanded his. 
father ; ^' it were but natural, I think, at youi:: 
age. At your age, the fair and varied breadth of 
Britain could not gratify me, much les^ the corn- 
pas^ of a sea-girdled peat-moss.^ 

^' I have never thoij^ht of leaving Zetland, 
sir,^' replied the son. " I am happy here, and 
have friends. You yourself, sir, would miss me, 
unless indeed' " 

'* Why, thou wouldst not persuade me,'' said 
his father, somewhat hastily, ** that you stay here, 
or desire to stay here, for th^love of me ?^ 
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^^ Why should J not, sir ?^ answered Mor- 
daunt, mildly ; " it is my duty, and I hope I 
have hitherto performed it/^ 

" O ay," repeated Mertoun^ in the same tone 
— *^ your duty— your duty. So it is the duty of 
the dog to follow the groom that feeds him.'' 

^* And does he not do so, sir ?'' said Moirdaunt. 

^^ Ay,'^ said his father, turning his head aside ; 
*^ but he fawns only oh those who caress him.*" 

** I hope, sir," replied Mordaunt, '^ 1 have not 
been found deficient ?" 

** Say ho more orft — $ay no more on't," said 
Mertouh abruptly, "we have both done enough 
by each 6ther— -we must soon part**-Let that be 
our comfort^f our separation should requite 
comfort." 

** I shall be r^ady to ofcey your wishes," said 
Mordaunt, not altogether displeased at what pro- 
mised him an opportunity of looking further 
abroad into the world. " I presume it will be 
your pleasure that I commence my travels with 
-a season at the whak-fishing^" 

" Whal&*fi^ing !" replied Mertoun ; *^ that 
were a mode indeed of seeing the world; but 



ISB TH£ PIUATB. 

thou ispeiilcest but a» tbou hast learned. SUiaugh 
of this for the preseDt. Tell me where -ycm had 
shelter from the stoi^m yesterday f^ 

** At Stourburgb, the faoust of the iic^ factor 
ffom Scotlimd.^ 

^^A pedantic, fantastic, visaonary schemer,^ 
«aid Mertoun-^^ and whom saw yoa there P* 

<^. His i^er, sar,^ replied Mordaunt, ** and old 
Noma of the FitfuUhead.'' 

** What ! the mistress of the potent apell,^ an- 
swered Mertoun, with a sneer**-** she who can 
change t^ wmdby pulling her curdi on one side, 
as King Eridk used td do by turning his cap P 
The dame joumeyis far from home — ^how fiares 
she ? Does she get lich by seHing favourable 
winds to those who are port-bound ?^ 

** t really do not know, nr,^ said Mordaut^t, 
whom certain rdc^ections prevented tt&toi fipeely 
entering into his fiettherV humour, 

^ You think the matter too serious tobe jested 
with, or p^haps esteem her merchandize too light 
to be cared after,^ continued Mertoun, in the 
same sarcastic tone, which was the nearest ap- 
proach he ever made to cheerfulness ; " but eoli- 

15 . 
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ader it move deeply. Every thing in the. uni-^ 
verse is bought and sold, aod ^y not wind, if 
the merchant can find puEcfaasa'&? The earth is 
rented firom its surface down to its most central 
mines;— *the fire, ieind die means of feeding it, are 
carrentiy bought and sold ;-*^<4fa0 wretches that 
sweep the boisterous^ oeean with tiicir o^ts, pay 
ransom for the privilege of being dmwued in it. 
Whajt iiUe has the air to he exempted from the 
universal course of traffic ? All above th» earth, 
under the earth, and anHind the earth, has its 
price, its sellers, and its purchasers. In many 
countries the priests wiU seU you a pbrtioa of 
heaven-^n all countries men are willing to buy 
in exchange fcH* health, wealth, and feamotcogx* 
science, a full portion of hdl. Why should not 
Noma pursue her traffic P'* 

^^ Nay, I know no reason i^ainst it,*^ neplied 
Mertoun ; " only I wish she would part with the 
commodity in smaller quantities. Yesterday she 
was a wholesale dealer— whoever treatied widi h^ 
had too good a pennyworth.'* 

'^ It is even so,^ said the father, pausitfg on 
die verge of the wild promontory which they 
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had attained, where the huge jx^pice noks ab- 
ruptly down on the wide and tempestuous oceani ' 
^^ and the effects are sdll visible.^ 

The face of that lofty cape is composed of the 
soft and crumibiling stone called sand-flag, which 
gradually yields to the action of the atmosphere, 
and becomes split into large masses, that hang 
loose upon the yerge of the preeijnoe^ and, de- 
tached from it by the fury of the tempests, of- 
ten descend with great fury to the vexed abyss 
which lashes the foot of the rock. Numbers of 
these hugefvagments lie strewed beneath the rocks 
.« from which they have descended, and amongst 
these the tide foams and rages with a fury p^u- 
liar to these latitudes. 

At the period when Mertoun and his son look- 
ed from the verge of the precipice, the wide se^ 
still heaved and swelled with the afftsLtiaa oi* the 
yesterday's storm, which had been far too violei^t 
to subside speedily. The tide therefore poured 
on the headland with a fury deafening to the ear, 
and dizzying to the eye, threatening instant de- 
struction to whatever might be at the time invol- 
ved in its current. The sight of nature in her 

14 
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magnificeilcej or in her beauty^ or in her terroifs^ 
has at all times an overpowering interest^ which 
even habit cannot greatly weakeii ; and both (a^ 
thar and son sate themselyes down on the cliff to 
look out upon that unbounded war of waters^ 
which rolled in their wrath to the foot of the 
precipice. 

At once Mordaunt^ whose eyes were sharpc^r, 
and probably his attention more alert than that 
of his father^ started up and exclaimed, ^* God in 
Heaven ! there is a vessel in the Roost.'" 

Mertoun looked to the north-westward^ and an 
object was visible amid the roUing tide. <^ She 
shews no sail,^ he observed; and immediately 
added, after looking at the oligect through hia 
spy-glass, '^ She is dismasted, and lies a sheefw 
hulk upon tlie water.*" 

^^ And is drifting on the Sumburgh-head^^ 
said Mordaunt, struck with horror, ^^ without the 
slightest means of weathering the cape.^ . * 

** She makes no effort,*^ replied his father ; ** she 
is probably deserted by her crew.^ 

^^ And in such a day as yesterday,^ replied 
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Moldiiifity:^^ wbeQ no t>pen boat opiild live were 
ftbe ilian&ed inth the bept men ever handled an 
tMouu^l nmt haV6 {lerished.'' 

^»nDp6BiJre;^iBmd one^daj^scxiner or li(ter, aUmnst 
have peririied.' Whait flgnifies whether the fowl* 
er^ whom nothing escapes, caught them opat^me 
swoop from^yonder shattered deokt dr whether he 
dttlcbed itbem: indiTidnallj^'le chane^ gave them 
to hisvgra^ ? Whfit signifies it ?•— the deok, ihe 
-bt^tk^field, afe scarce more fatal to us than our 
i table. fuid lowbed^ and we are saTed'from the 
bnei, T^telyjto dirag out a heaitlesB ' and wean« 
some exis^nce^ t^l yre pertidi at the o&^. Woiild 
^ hour were eome^that hour which iteason 
i^e^yuld teM^ us tq^wish for, were;it nottbdit na» 
ture has implanted the fear of it so stnongfy. witb- 
iQiU^.: You wpndo: at such a r^ection^ because 
lilbrk^^t new (o jou* ^Ere yon hate attaancS my 
age^ U will be the familiar companion <tf yipiir 
tboughts^'t 5 ••( i 

^5 Surely, sir,"^ replied Mocdaunt,^^ such dl|8- 
tasie to life, i^' not the necessary consequence of 
advanced age P^^ 
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*^ To all who have aaaaeto estimate that which 
it is feally worth,^ said Me^toun. ^ Those who^ 
like Magnus Troil, }x>ssess so much of the ani* 
mal imj^ukes about them, as. to d^ire plestoiie 
fr^m sensual gratificalioi^ may perhaps^ like tlie 
animal&i, feel pleasure in tiere existence.^ > • • 
' OVfordaunt lik^ neither the doctrine norf the 
examplei He thought a manwho diachtoged Us 
duties .towin*ds others as weU as th^ good old 
udaUer^ had a better right to hate the sv^ isMne 
fair on his setting, than thatwhith.faeinlight de* 
rive from mere insensibility. Bui he let tbe^sHb^ 
ject flrop; for to disjhite with his!&ther, had 
always the effect of initatiiig him ; a^d afgnn: be 
adverted to the eoiiditibn of tiiewred^.' f • 11/ 
..: The hulk^ for itiiiriA» little latttta, wastnowiii 
the veJy midst of the current^ todariftirig at* 
great riste ton^ards the foot of tbetpredpice, upon 
whose verge they^were placed* Y<!t it was 'a Img 
wfailie ere they had a distinct view of 'the dbjfeoi 
whidi they had at first seen ai^ a bladt sfilsok 
amongst the waters, and then at a Clearer £ataii^^ 
like a whale, wludi nowiK^ce shews* ibi ba^k^fin 
^ve the waves, now thwws tb view»ifo'hiigi 
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black side* Now, hoveviw, they oould'moi!« dis* 
tinctly observe the appearance dT the ship, for 
the huge sweUing waves which bore it forward 
to the shore, heaved it alternately high upon 
the surface^ and then plunged it into the trough 
or furrow of the sea. She seemed a vessel of two 
or three hundred tons, fitted up *for defence, for 
they could see her port-holes. She had been dis^ 
masted probably in the gale of the preceding day, 
and lay water logged on the waves, a prey to 
their violence. It appeared certain, that the crew^ 
finding themselves unable either to direct the 
ijessers course, or to relieve her by pumping^ 
bad taken to their boats, and left her to her fate. 
AJl apprehensions were therefore unnecessary^ so 
far as the immediate loss of human lives was con- 
cerned ; and yet it was not without a feeling of 
breathless awe that Mordaunt and his father be- 
held the vessel-— that rare masterpiece by which 
human genius aspires to surmount the waves, 
and contend with the winds, upon the point of 
falling a prey to them. 

OnwardTit came, the large black hulk seeming 
larger at everv fathom s lei^th. She came nearer. 
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until she bestrode the summit of one tremendous 
billow, which rolled on with her unbroken, till the 
wave and its burthen were predpitated against the 
rock, and then the triumph of the elements over 
the work of human hands was at once completed. 
One wave, we have said, made the wrecked veso 
sel completely manifest in her whole bulk, as it 
raised her, and bore her onward against the face 
of the precipice. But when that waye receded 
from the foot of the rock, the ship had ceased to 
exist ; and the retiring billow only bore back a 
quantity of beams, planks, casks, and sinular ob- 
jects, which swept out to the offing, to be brought 
in again b/the next wave, and again precipitated 
upon the face of the rock. 

It was at this moment that Mordaunt concei- 
ved he saw a man floatihg on a plank or water- 
cask, which, drifting away from the main current, 
seemed about to go a-shore upon a s^aU spot of 
sand, where the water was shallow, and the waves 
broke more smoothly^ To see the daagar, and 
to exclaim, ^* He lives, and may yet be saved P 
was the first impulse of the fearless Mordaiint. 
The ne^t was, after one rapid glance at the front 
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of the cliffy Co precipitate himadf ■■ mch ■ecmed 
tHerapidityof hi0iii0Venient***from theverge, and 
to txiiiiii^nee, by ineans of slight fissures, projec- 
tions, and orevides in Ibesock, at desbent, wMdi, 
ta>a qpectatcK, appealed )littleelae1(han lin act dT 
absolute insanity. 

r ^ Siop^ I oommaiid you, fash boy,** said his 
father ; ^ the attempt is death. Stop, and take 
the safer path Id the left.** ' But Mord^unt ymn 
alrisady eompletdy engaged in his perilous entav 
prize' ■ '^'i' ^ . • ■ 

<< Why should I pi!eVan(^ him P"^ sai4 his ffh 
thar^ oheekmg })ik anxiety mth'l^e sl^ and un- 
feeling phEosbpfayiidiojMr^prniJcnpIes he hbd adopt- 
ed. '^ Should he die now, full of gfl^ennis and 
H&f^Mingi eagvir in th^ cause of hamanity,?Hap- 
py in the tf xerUon of his onm oonsdous ^dMtf 
and yauthfiil siSrengA— ndiould hd difc inbiv;, adU 
he npt escapemisanthnqpy, and i«Qiorse,.akid ags^ 
and 'thai ctas0^0iiinels fCf decaying powers, both 
of body and mind ?-^I will not look upon it, how- 
ever»«*I will notm-I cannot behold his young 
light so suddenly quenched.*" 
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•■ j He timrnfid'lcoiii tlie'praeipice aceordingly^ and 
hastening to tteileftformoreitliaa a. quarter of 
it: inile,' !he prbeeeikid towards t sbitivcfy ot deft in 
tibtt r6ok; Qpntainifaga path> €23Ied>£n€k?fiftte{H^ 
neither ' iuif e, indeed,' nor . easy^ but the cady one 
bj wiiich ihetinhkbitants of : Jarlshof wete wonb, 
fbr any ^mrpose, to seek access to'tha foot«Qfith^ 
precipice. i ' .. 

But long eife Meztoun bad reached even) the 
i^per^end of l£e pass, his adyehtiiroiaa and act. 
tive son had accomplidied his more desp^ate ea- 
terprize. He had been in vain turned' aside from 
the direct line' of descent, by the intervention of 
difficulties which be had not seen from aboi?e«— his 
route became only more circuitous, but could not 
beinterropted*' More than once,, large fragments 
to which be wais a&out to entrust his Weight,! gav^ 
way before him, and thundered didwniatotiie tor^ 
Dsented^ocean.;. and in anaior two instances, sudi 
detadied pieces of rock rushed after him^ as i£:to 
bear ham JieadloDg in. their course^. A eourageoolb 
-heart, a steady eye, a tenacious hand, and a firm 
foot, carried him through his despemte attempt ; 
and in the space of seren minutes, he stood at the 
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bottom of the diff, from the verge of which he 
had achieved his perilous descent. 

The place which he now occupied was the small 
projecting spot of stones, sand, and gravel, that 
extended a little way into the sea^ which on the 
right hand lashed the very bottom of the pred* 
pice, and on the left, was scarce divided fcogax it 
by a small waverworn portion of beafih' which 
extended as far as the foot of the rent in the 
rocks called Erick^s steps, by which Mordaunf s 
fiither proposed to descend. 

When the vessel split and went to pieces, all 
was swallowed up in the ocean, which had, after 
the first diock, been seen to float iipbn the waves, 
excepting only a few pieces of wreck, casks, 
diest^, and the like, which a strong eddy, formed 
by the reflux of the waves, had landed, or at 
least grounded, ujx>n the shallow where Mor- 
daunt now stood. Amongst thesQ, his eager eye 
discovered the object which had at first ei^aged 
his attention, and which now, seen at nigher dis- 
tance, proved to be in truth a man, and in a 
most precairious state. His arms were still wrapt 
with a close ^nd convulsive grasp round the 
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plank to, which be had clung, in the moment of 
the shock, but sense and the power of motion 
were fled ; and, from the situation in which the 
plank lay, partly grounded upon the beach, part- 
ly floating in the sea, there was every chance 
that it might be sgain washed off shore, in which 
case them^n^s d^ath was inevitable. Just as he 
had made himself aware (^ these circumstances, 
Mordaunt beheld a huge wave advancing, and 
hastened to interpose his aid ere it burst, aware 
that the reflux. might pirobably sweep away the 
sufferer. 

He rushed into the surf and fastened on. the 
body with the. same tenacity, though under.a di£. 
ferent impulse, with that wherewith the hound 
seizes bis prey. . The strength of the retiring wave 
proved even stronger than be had expected, and 
it was not without a struggle for! his owQ life, as 
well as for that of the stranger, that Mordaunt 
resisted beiiig swept out to sea with the reoe- 
ding billow, when,, though an adroit swimmer, 
the strength. o| the tide must either have dashed 
him against the. rocks, or hurried him out to sea. 
He stood his ground, however, and ere another 



iudi Inllowhad setumed to the attack, lie cb«w 
* up, tipoik the small dip of dry sand,' both the bo^ 
djiof the man, andthe plank to which he oonti- 
fiued firmly attadbfd; But howi to 9aie ^and t^ 
recall the means «f ebbing life and strength^ aoJl 
&d# to remoire intd a place of greater safety th^ 
fttiffiererj who was incapable of giving any assist* 
anoe towards his owia preservakioo, < were qhesl 
tions which Mordaunt asked himself eag«ly,biui 
in^vain." 

<^He looked to t^ suminit cl the cliff on which 
he had left his father, and shouted to him £or his 
assistance ; but his.eyeiccnild not distinguisix his 
lobm, and his icoice was. only anawisred by; thie 
scream «f the seaJiirds. He gazed>again on the 
fluffierer-i— A dress* ric^y laced, according to the 
fashion of the tiiiies^ fine lineps^ and rings upon 
' kis fingers, evinced he was a man of superior 
iwk ; and hii featmres shewed youtb and come- 
linesi^ iiotwithstandifig they : were pallid and dis- 
figured. He still breathed, but so feebly, that 
bis respiration seemed almost imperceptible, and 
life seemed to keep such slight hold of his frame. 
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that there was eveiy reason to fear it would baj- 
come altogether extinguished, linkasit weresp^d- 
iiyti«iii£brc^; To loosen, the handkerc^hief f rom 
bis neok, tormse him with his face itowards the 
brbeae, to support him with his arms^ was all that 
Mordaunt icould do for his assistance, whilst he 
amubusly locked' round fisT'sdme one who might 
IsQ^ his «d in dragging the unferttnbate to a UKwe 
safe 'i^tnatson. 

At this moment he beheld a;man advancing 
«h>w1y and cautiously along the beach. Hewas in 
hopes, at 6rst, it was his father, but instvidy re- 
eoAeeted that he bad not had time^to come round 
by the circuitous descent, to which he must ne- 
cessarily haw rccourse^^md besides he iuw that 
the maD'fwhd afiproadied him. waa shorter in std^ 
.tare. :. . • ;)! ^ *• ...;?.•.■»•.,{•;•:■•. 
1 Ashecameiiearer^Mordauntwas atnolosalb 
fetogniae the pedlar whom th^ day before he had 
met wkh at^Htunfira, ai|d who was known to him 
before uponmany occasions. J9e shouted as ioUfl 
as he could, ^' Bryce, hollo ! Bryce, come hither !*' 
But the merchant, intent upon picking up some 
of the spoils of the wreck, and upon dragging 
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them out of reach of the tide, paid for lome time 
little attrition to his shouts. 

Wh«i he did at length approach Moidaimt, it 
WBS not to lend him his aid, but to rembnstrate 
with him on his rashness, in undertaking the cha» 
riiable offiee. ^^ Are you mad P* said he ; *' you 
that have lived sae lang in 21et}and, to risk the 
saving of a drowning man ? Wot ye not, if you 
bring him to life again, he will be sure to do you 
some cajntal injury ?— *Come, Master Mordaunt, 
bear a hand to whaCs mm to the purpose. Help 
me to get ane or twa of these kists ai^ore before 
any body else comes, and we shall share, like good 
Christians, what God sends us, and be thankful.*^ 

Mordaunt .was indeed no stranger to this in- 
human superstition, current at a former period 
among the lower orders of the Zetlanders, and 
the more generally adopted, perhaps, that it ser- 
ved as an apology for refusdng assistance to the 
unfortunate victims of shipwreck, while they made 
plunder of their goods. At any rate, the opi- 
nion, that to save a drowning man was to run 
the risk of future injury &om him, formed a 
^trfinge contradiction in the character of these 
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ialanders; who, hospitable, generous^ and 
interested on all other occaoons^ were sometimes, 
nevertheless, induced by this superstition, to re- 
fuse their aid in these mortal emergencies, which 
were so common upon their rocky and stormy 
coasts. We are happy to add^ that the exhort- 
ation and example of the proprietors have era«> 
dicated even the traces of this inhuman belief^ 
<^ which there might be some obseryed widiin 
the memory of those now alive^ It is strange 
that the minds^ of men should have ever been 
hardened towards those involved in a distress to 
which they themselves were so constantly ex- 
posed ; but perhaps the constant sight and con- 
sciousness of such danger tends to blunt the feel- 
ings to its ^(Misequences, whether affecting our- 
selves or others*' 

ISryce was reaiilurkably tenacious of this andent 
belief; the more so^ perhaps^ that the mountmg 
of his pack depended less upon the ware-houses 
of Lerwick or Kirkwall^ than on the consequences 
of such a north-western gale as. that of the day 
preceding ; for which (being a man who, in his 
own way, professed great devotion) he seldom 
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failed to expratshiBgriiCefulihAnks to hear^n. It 
waa indeed said d him, that if he had spmt the 
same time in assisting the wrecked seamen, that 
be had done in jrifling (their bifles and Imces, b# 
IPould haye saved manjT liresi and lotftrmudi linaii^ 
lie jMiid no soift of'attentioga tb the orated eii« 
treaties of Mordaunt^ although he was noir upoa 
j^be same. slip of sand"mdi;him*^well ^kni^wtt^to 
Biyce as .a place on which the eddy ^waa likely to 
iapd such spoils as the ocean dii^i|ged— -but occilf 
pied himsetf hilraly in secwAg and ^ipropriatiBg 
whatever seemed most pcMrtaUbandofgrlBateflt vaf 
lue. At length Mordannt saw the honest pedJbrifiz 
his views upcm a strong searchei^^ifnuned qf some 
Indian wood, well aecured by brass pktes, .and 
seeming to be of aforeignconslruetioni TherstoMt 
lock resisted all Bryce^s efforts to open i% unti^ 
with great; composure^ he-pluokedftom bia podcet 
a very n§at hammeir imd ohisel^rand bfgtvi twt4 
cing the hinges. 

Iiicensed; at, : his . asstimnoe ; b^ond paliedce, 
^Ordaunt caught up «( wooden etvetcher wfaidb 
iij near himi and laying his charge softly oa the 
sand) approached Bryoe^.wiihA menaotng^gestnrei^ 
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and exolaittied^ ** You coId^^Uooded inhimum irat- 
cal ! either get up instantly and lend me your a8f> 
fukance to reoover thtsman^ and bear him out of 
dan^r fcom the surff er I will not only beat you 
to a ;mumi]i^yv on- the spot^ but. inforyn Magnus 
^Tott^of jokuT thii^very) that hermay have you Sogf 
ged tm'yo^r bdnea are bare, and then banish you 
from th^' main idaad.^ ^ . ' . i 

The lid of the chest had' just spnmg open as 
4bh rough' address Saluted Bryce^s ciavs^ mud the 
ihfiide presented a. tempting view of wearing ap* 
parel for sea and land ; shirts^ plain atid with laee 
'raffles^ ffsilvePcompsBS^ asikrer-hiltedswolrd^ and 
other valusible articles, which the pedlar well knew 
ttf be sui^h as tdr in the trade. He vas half-dispdc. 
seditc^ start up, draw the swofd, which wns a cut^ 
snd-tlfnist,' Md^^'darmi^ bktlail^,^ a6 Spcfncet 
says^ Tath^ thanqukhis prize, or brook inter- 
ruptiim« Beii^, though shortya stout squitfe^made 
personage, and not^mudi past the prime of life^ 
having besides the better weapon^ he might bffve 
given M<ttrd«unt mx»B trouble than hi* benevo. 
leM kmgbt^rrantry deserted. > 
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Already, as with yehemen<de he repeated his 
injunctions that Bryce should forbear his pliindier^ 
and come to the assistance of the dying man, the 
pedliUr retorted with a voice' of defiance, '^ Dinna 
swear, sir ; dinna sw^r^ siri-^I will endure no 
swciaring in my presence ; and if you lay a &iger 
on nle, that am taking the lawful spml of the 
Egyptians, I will ^ve ye a lessim ye shall femem^ 
her fnnn this day to Yule/' 

Mord^uht wduld ipeedily have put the pedUuf's 
Courage to the test, but a voice behind him sud- 
denly said, " Forbear T It was the voice df Noir« 
na of the FitfuLhead, who, during the hedt of 
their* altercation, had approadhed them linobs^- 
ved. " Forbear,'' she repeated ; " and, Bryce^ do 
ithpu rend^ Mordiaunt the assistimce he requires ; 
it ^all avail thee more, and it is I who stly the 
word, than all that you cbuld earn to-day besides.^ 
' ^^ It is seenteen hundred linen,'' said the pedlar, 
givjidg a tweak to one of the shirts^ in that know- 
ing inahner with which matrons dnd judges ascer- 
tain th^ tes^ture of the loom ; ^* it's seent^n hun- 
dred linen^ and as Strpng sus an it wer^ doVdasi 
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Nevertheless, mother, your Indding is to be done ; 
and I would have done Mr Mordaunt^s bidding 
too,^ he added, relaxing from hii^note of defiance, 
into the deferential whining tone with which he 
cajoled his customers, '^ if he hadna made use of 
profane oaths, which made my very flesh gnie, 
and caused me, in some sort, to forget myself.^ 
He then took a flask from his pocket, and ap- 
proached the shipwrecked man* <^ It^s the best 
of brandy,^ he said ; <^ and if that does na cure 
him, I ken nought that wilL^ So saying, he 
took a preliminary gulp himself, as if to shew the 
quality of the liquor, and was about to put it to 
the man'^s mouth, when suddenly withholding his 
hand, he looked at Noma*-*' You insure me 
against all risk of evil from him, if I am to ren- 
der him my help ?— Ye ken yoursel what fcdks 
say, mother.^ 

For all other answer. Noma took the bottle 
from the pedlar'^s.hand, and began to chafe the 
temples and throat of the shipwrecked man; di- 
recting Mordaunt how to hold his head, so as to 
afliM*d him the means of disgorging the sea-water 
which .he had swallowed during his immersion, 
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The pedlar looked on inactive for a moment, 
and then said, *' To be sure there is not the same 
rii^' in helfttng him now he is out of the water, 
ted lying high and dry on the beach ; and, to be 
dure, the prkicipiAl danger is, to those that first 
tbti^ him ; and, to be sure, it is a world^s pitj to. 
see how these rings are pinching the puir <;rea- 
tufe^s swald finger»— 4hey make his hand as blue 
as a partan^s back before boiling.^ So saying, he 
seised bneof the man^ cold Imnds, which bad just, 
by a tremulous motion, indicated the return of 
life, and began his charitable work of rentoving 
the rings, which seemed to be of some talue. 

" As you love your life, forbear,** said Noma 
sternly, « or I will lay that on you which shall 
spoil yo^ut travels through the isles.** 

^* Now, fw mercy s sake, mother, say nae mair 
about it,** smd the pedlar, ^< and 1*11 e*en do your 
][^etoure ia your'ain way. I did feel a rheuma- 
tise in i6y back-spauld yestreen ; and it wad be a 
seir thing for the like of me to be debarred my 
quiet walk round the country, in the way oi trade 
-^'^naking the honest penny, and helping mysdf 
with what Providence sends on our coasts.** 
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" Peace, then,'' said the womafli— ** Pcaee, as 
thou wouldst not rue it ; and take this man on thy 
broad shonlders. His life is of value, and jcfa 
will be rewarded.'* 

*^ I had muckle needy'' said the pedlar, pemive- 
ly looking at the lidless chest, and the other mat^ 
ters which strewed the saad ; << for he bus eomed 
between me and as tnickle spreacberii^ as wad bae 
made a man of me finr the rest of my Ufe; and 
now it maun fie here till the next tide sweep it a' 
doun the Boost, after them that aught it yester- 
day morning." 

*^ Fear not," said Noma, ** it will come to man's 
use. See, there come carrion-crowi^ ci seem as 
keen as thine own." 

She spoke truly, fot several of the people from 
the hamlet of Jarkhof were now hastening along 
the beach, to have tbmr shasre in the spc»t. The 
pedlar beheld them approach with a deep groans 
<< Ay^ ay," he said, «< the folk of J«>lshof, they 
will make dean wark ; they are ken'd for tilat fat 
and wide ; they winna leave the value of a rottM 
ratlin ; and whafs waur, there isna ane o^ than 
has mense or seiMJe eneug^ togtvt thanks fer die 
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mercies when they have gotten them. There is 
the auld Banzelman, Neil Ronaldson, that canna 
walk a mile to hear the minister, but he will hir- 
ple ten if he hears of a ship embayed.*" 

Noma, however, seemed to possess over him so 
complete an ascendancy, that he no longer hesi- 
tated to take the man, who now gave strpng.sjmp- 
toms of reviving existence, upon his shoulders ; 
and, assisted by Mordaunt, trudged along the 
oea-beach with his burden, without farther remon* 
strance. Ere he was borne off, the stranger point- 
ed to the chest, and attempted to mutter some- 
thing, to which Noma replied, '* Enough. It 
shall be siecured^ 

Advancing towards the passage called Erick^s 
steps, by which they were to ascend the cliffs, 
they met the people from Jarlshof, hastening in 
the^opppsite ^rectioqu Man and woman, aa they 
p{i€|sed, reverently made.room for Noma, and sa- 
lute her-*-Qot without an eKpression of fear upon 
some of th^r; faces. She passed them a few paces, 
and then turning back called aloud to the Ran. 
zelman, who (though the piractice was more com- 
mon than legal) was attending the rest of the ham- 
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let upon this plundering eX[3edition. ** Neil Ro- 
naldson,'^ she said, " mark my words. There 
stands yonder a chest) from which the lid has been 
just prized off. Look it be brought down to your 
own house at Jarlshof, just as it now is. Beware 
of moving or touching the slightest article. He 
were better in his grave, that so much as looks at 
the contents. I speak not for nought, nor' in 
aught will I be disobeyed.** 

" Your pleasure shall be done, mother,** said 
Ronaldson. ^' I warrant we will not break bulk, 
since sic is your bidding.*** 

Far behind the rest of the villagers, followed 
an old woman, talking to herself, and cursing 
her own decrepitude, which kept her the last of 
the party, yet pressing forward with all her might 
to get her share of the spoil. 

When they met her, Mordaunt was astonish- 
' ed to recognize his father'^s old houskeeper.-— 
** How now,'' he said, " Swertha, what make 
you so far from home ?" 

*' Just e'en daikering out to look after my 
auld master and your honour," replied Swertha, 
who felt like a criminal caught in the manner ; 
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for on niofe qccamfoa than one, Mr Mertoun had 
intiinated bis high disapprobation of such excur* 
moas as 4ie was at present engaged in. 

But Mordaunt w^» too much engaged with bis 
own thoughts to take much notice of h^ delin* 
quenajr. ^^ Have you seen my fath^ ?^ he said* 

" And that I have,* replied Swertbar— « The 
gude gentleman was ganging to hirsel himsell 
doun Erick^s steps, whilk would hayebeen the 
ending of him, that is in no way ^ cmgVman. 
Sae I e^en gat bun wiled ftway hame— and I was 
'ust seeking you that you m^y gang afl^er him tp 
the hall-house, for, to my thought, h^ is ^ frae 
w^l.'' 

'^ My father unw^l P^ said Mordaunt, rem^ip- 
bering the faintness he had exhibited at the con^- 
mencement of that inorning^s walkt ' 

*< Far fir«ie weelr^^fiir fra^ we?!*'' groan^ out 
Swertbi(» with (^ juteous slake of the befu}*-^ 
<* white o" the gill^M^whiie o' tbp giU^-r-wd bim 
to think of coming down th? riva !^ 

^^ Betum bODte, ^(Sfdw^t,^ said Norna, who 
was listening to, ir}^ b^ passed* ^^ I will see all 
th^t is nepessATy do^e for this man's relief, and 
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you will find him at the Banzelman^s, when you 
list to inquire. You cannot help him more than 
you already have done.^^ 

Mordaunt felt this was true, and, commanding 
Swertha to follow him home instantly, betook 
himself to the path homeward. 

Swertha hobbled reluctantly after her young 
master in the same dijrection, untQ sbe lost sight 
of him on his entering the cleft of the rock, then 
instantly turned about, muttering to herself, 
^^ Haste home, in good sooth ?— haste home, and 
lose the best chance of getting a new rokelay and 
o'wrelay that I have had these ten years ? by my 
certie, na— Its seldom sic rich Godsends come on 
our coast—no since the Jenny and James came 
ashore in King Charlie^s time.^ 

So saying, she mended her pace as well as she 
could, and a willing mind making amends for 
frail limbs, posted on with wonderful dispatch to 
put in for her share of the spoil. She soon reach- 
ed the beach, where the Ranzelman, stuffing his 
own pouches all the while, was exhorting the 
rest to part things fair, and be neighbourly, and 
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to give to the auld and helpless a share oF what 
was going, which he charitably remarked, would 
bring a blessing on the shore, and send them 
mair wrecks ere winter.^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

** H« WM a lovely yimth, I gnen ; 
The panther in the wilderness 

Was not so fair as he. 
And when he chose to siwrt and ^j, 
No dolphin ever was so gay, 

Upon ihe tropic sea.** 

W0BD8WOETH. 

The light foot of Mordaunt Mertoun was not 
long of bearing him to Jarlshof. He entered the 
house hastily, for what he himself had observed 
that morning, corresponded in some degree with 
die ideas which Swertha^s tale was calculated to 
excite. He found his father, however, in the in- 
ner apartment, reposing himself after his fatigue ; 
and his first question satisfied him that the good, 
dame had practised a little imposition to get rid 
of them both. 

" Where is this dying man whom you have 
so wisely ventured your own neck to relieve ?'* 
said the elder Mertoun to the younger. 
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** Noma, ar,^ replied Mordaunt, <^ has taken 
him under her charge; she understands such 
matters.*^ 

<' And is quack as well as witch ?^ said the el- 
der Mertoun. '< With all my heart — ^it is a trou- 
ble saved. But I hasted home on Swertha'^s hint, 
to look out for lint and bandages, for her speech 
was of broken bones.* 

Mordaunt kept silence, well knowing his fa- 
ther would not persevere in his enquiries upon 
such a matter, and not willing ^ther to prejudice 
the old gouvemante, or to exdte his father to 
one of those excesses of pasdon into which he was 
apt to burst, when, contrary to hi3 wont, he thought 
proper to correct the conduct of his domestic. 

It was late in the day ere old Swertha retum*- 
ed from her expedition, heartily fatigued, and 
bearing with her a bundle of some bulk, oontwir 
ing, it would seem, her share of the spoil. Mor- 
daunt instantly sought her out, to charge her with 
the deceits she had practised on both his father 
and himself ; but th? accused matron lacked Aot 
her reply. 
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<^ By her troth,^ she said, ^^ she thought it was 
time to bid Mr Mertoun gong hame and get 
bandages, when she had seen» with her ain twa 
een, Mordaunt ganging down the cliff like a wild 
cat— it was to be thought broken bones would be 
the end, and lucky if bandages wad do any good 
-p<-*and, by her troth, she inight weel tell Mor- 
daunt his £Btther was puirly, and him looking sae 
white in the gills, (whilk, she wad die upon it, was 
the very word she used,) and it was a thing that 
couldna be denied by man at this very moment^^ 

'^ But, Swertha,^ said Mordaunt, as soon as 
her clamorous defence gave him time to speak in 
reply, *^ how came you, that should have been 
busy with your housewifery and your spinning, 
to be out this morning at Erick'^s steps, in order 
to take all this unnecessary care of my father and 
me ? And what is in that bundle, Swertha ? for 
I fear, Swertha> you have been transgressing the 
law, and have been out upon the wrecking sy&. 
tem.'* 

^^ Fair fa^ your sonsy face, and the blessing of 
Saint Ronald upon you,^ said Swertha, in a tone 
betwixt coaxing and jesting ; << would you keep 
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a puir body frae mending hersell, and sae muc- 
k)e gear lying on the loose sand for the lifting ?-*- 
Hout, Master Mordaunt, a ship ashore is a sight 
to wile the minister out of his very pulpit in the 
middle of his preaching, muckle mair a puir auld 
ignorant wife frae her rock and her tow. And lit- 
tle did I get for my day's wark— just some ragso' 
cambric things, and a bit or twa of coarse claith, 
and sic like — the strong and the hearty get a' 
thing in this warld.'* 

** Yes, Swertha,'* replied Mertoun, '* and that 
is rather hard, as you must have your share of 
punishment in this world and the next, for rob- 
bing the poor mariners.*^ 

^^ Hout, callant, wha wad punish an auld wife 
like me for a wheen duds ? — Folk speak muckle 
black ill of Earl Patrick, but he was a friend to 
the shore, and made wise laws against any body 
helping vessels that were like to gang ca the 
breakers. *— And the mariners, I have heard 
Bryce Jagger say, lose their right frae the time 
keel touches sand ; and, moreover, they are dead 

■ « — I I I. .. ■ III II. — 

* This was literally true. 
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and gane, poor souls— ^lead and gane, and care 
little about warld^s wealth now — ^Nay, nae mair 
than the great Jarls and Sea-kings, in the Norse 
^ days, did about the treasures that they buried in 
the tombs and sepulchres auld langsyne. Did I 
ever tell you the sang, Master Mordaunt, how 
Olaf Tryguarson gard hide five gold crouns in 
the same grave with him ?^ 

** No, Swertha,'*' said Mordaunt, who took 
pleasure in tormenting the cunning old plunderer 
— " You never told me that ; but I tell you, that 
the stranger, whom Noma has taken down to the 
town, will be well enough to-morrow, to ask where 
you have hidden the goods that you have stolen 
from the wreck.^ 

<' But wha will tell him a word about it, hin- 
nie ?^ said Swertha, looking slily up in her young 
master's face-*-** The mair by token, since I liiaun 
tell ye, that I have a bonnie remnant of silk amang 
the lave, that will make a didnty waistcoat to your- 
sell, the first merry-making ye gang to."^ 

Mordaunt could no longer forbear laughing at 
the cunning with which the old dame proposed.to 
bribe off his evidence by imparting a portion of 
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her plunder ; md, deraring her to get ready what 
provisions she had made for dinner, he returned 
to his father, whom he still found intting in the 
same place, and nearly in the same posture, in 
which he had left him. 

When their hasty and frugal meal was finish- 
ed, McMrdaraat announced to his father his pur- 
pose of going down to the town, or hamlet, to 
look after the shipwrecked sailor. 

The elder Mertoun assented with a nod. 

^* He must be ifl accommodated there, sir,^ 
added his son,— -a hint which only produced an- 
other nod of assent. *< He seemed, from his ap- 
pearance,^ pursued Mordaunt, •* to be of very 
good rank — and, admitting these poor people do 
th^ best to receive him, in his present weak 
state, yet** * 

^ I know what you would say ,^ sttd his father, 
interrupting him ; *' we, you think, ought to do 
something towards assisting him» 60 to hiro, 

« 

then — ^if he lacks money, let him name the sum, 
and he shall have it ; but, fer lod^g die stran- 
ger here, and holding intercourse with hkn, I nei^ 
ther can, nor wilt do so. I have retired to this 

10 
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fArtheftt extremity of the British isles^ to avoid 
new friends and netr faces, and none such shall 
intrude on me either their happiness or their mi- 
sery. When you have known the world half a 
score of years longer, your early friends wiU have 
given you reason to remember them, and to avoid 
new ones for the rest of your life^ Go th^i— 
why do you stop?-^d the country of the mantlet 
me see no one about me but those vulgar coun^^ 
tenances, the extent and character of whose petty 
knavery I know, and can submit to, as to an evil 
too trifling to cause irritation."" He then threw 
his purse to his son, and signed to him to depart 
with all q)eed. 

M^daunt waa not long before he reached the 
village. In the dark abode of Neil Ronaldson, 
the Ranzelman, he found the stranger, seated by 
the peat-fire, upon the very chest which had ex- 
dted the cupidity of the devout Bryce Snailsfoot, 
the pedlar. The Ranzelman himself was absent, 
dividing, with all due impartiality, the spoils of 
the wrecked vessel amongst the natives of the 
community; hstening to, and redressbg' their 
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coniplaiBts df ' inequality ; and (if the matter in 
band had not been, from the beginning to end, 
utterly unjust and indefensible) discbar^ng the 
part of ia wise and prudent magistrate, in all tbe 
details relating to it. For at this time, and pro- 
bably until a much later period, the lower orders 
of the islanders entertuned ap opinion, common 
to barbarians also when in the same ffltuation,.that 
whatever was cast on their shores, became their 
indisputable property. 

Margery Bimbister, the worthy spouse of 
the Ranzelman, was in the charge of the house, 
and introduced Mordaunt to her guest, saying, 
with no great ceremony, '^ This. is the young 
tacksman— -You will maybe tell him your name, 
though you will not tell it to us. If it had not 
been for his four quarters,iCs but little you would 
have said to any body,, sae lang as life lasted.^ 

The stranger arose, and shook Mordaunt by 

the hand ; observing, he understood that he had 

been the m^eans of saving" his life aid- his chest. 

** The rest of the property,^ he said; ^'is, I see, 

walking the plank ; for they are as busy as .the 

devil in a gale of wind.*" 

11 
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**' And what was the use of your seamanship) 
then," said Margery, " that you couldna keep dff 
the Sumburgh-head ? It would have been long 
ere Sumburgh-head had come to you." 

" Leave us for a moment^ good Margery Bim- 
bister," said, Mordaunt ; ^^ I wish some private 
conversation with this gentleman." 

" Gentleman !" said Margery, with an emphar 
sis ; ^^ not but the man is well eneugh to look at," 
she added, again surveying him, ^^ but I doubt 
if there is muckle of the gentleman." 

Mordaunt looked at the stranger, and was of 
a different opinion. He was rather above the mid- 
dle size, and formed handsomely as well as strongs 
ly. Mordaunt^s acquaintance with sociejty was 
not extensive ; but he thought his n^w acquaint* 
ance, to a bold sun-burnt handsome countenance^ 
which seemed to have faced various climates, add^* 
ed the frank and open manners of a sailor. H^ 
answered cheerfully the inquiries which Mor- 
daunt made after his health ; and mmntained that 
one night^s rest would relieve him from all the de- 
fects of the disaster he had sustained. . But he 
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0pake with bitterness of the avarice and curiosity 
of the Banzehnan and his spouse. 

'^ That chattering old woman,^ said the stran- 
ger, '< has persecuted me the whole day fco- th^ 
ttime of the ship. I think she might be content- 
^ with the share she has bad of it. I was the 
principal owner of ^the vessel that Was lost ybn- 
der, and they have left me nothing but my Wear- 
ing apparel. Is there no ma^strate, or justice of 
the peace, in this wild country, that would lend a 
hand to help one when he is among the break- 
ers?'' 

Mordaunt mentioned Magnus Troil, the prin- 
cipal proprietor, as well as the Fowd, or provin- 
cial judge of the district, as the person from whom 
he was most likely to obtain redress ; and regret- 
ted that his own youth, and his father's situation 
as a retired stranger, should put it out of their 
power to afford him the protection he required. 

" Nay, for your part, you have done enough,'" 
said the sailor ; << but if I had five out of the fbr-^ 
ty brave fellows that are fishes' food by this time, 
the devil a man would I ask to do me the right 
that I could do for myself." 
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<« Forty Ivuids r aaid M<»Kdaunt ; V you :were 
wdl maimed for the si^e io£ ihe shipb^^ 
. ** Npt so well us we needed to be. We «iount- 
ed ten guns, besides cfansers ; but our cmi^e on 
the nuon bad thinned U9 of men, and lumbered 
us up ,with goods. Six of our guna were in baU 
lastr^Hands ! if I had had enough of bands, we 
WQuld never have miscarried so iufenially • The 
people were knocked up with working the pumps, 
and so took to their boats, and left me with the 
vessel, to sink or swim. But the dogs had their 
pay, and I can afford to pardon them-r-The boats 
swamped in the cunrent^-^U were lost— and here 
ami.'' 

^< You had came north about then, from the 
West Indjies P^ said Mordaunt. 

^^ Ay, ay ; the vessel was the Good Hope of 
Bristol, a letter of marque. She had fine luck 
down on. the Spanish main, both with commerce 
and privi^teering, but the luck''s ended with her 
now. My name is Clement Cleveland, captain, 
and part owner, as I said before— I am a Bristol 
man bonv-^myfather was well known on the Toll- 
sdU— old Clem Cleveland of the CoUege-green.'' 
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Mordaunt had no right to inquii^ farther, Imd 
yet it seemed to him as if his own mind was but 
half satisfied. There was an affectation of blunt« 
iiess^ a sort of defiance in the manner of the stran- 
ger, for whidi circumstances afforded no occasion. 
Captain Cleveland had suffered injustice fh>m the 
islanders, but from Mordaunt he had only recei- 
ved kindness and protection ; yet he seemed as if 
he involved all the neighbourhood in the wrongs 
he compliuned of. Mordaunt looked down and 
was -silent, doubting whether it would be better 
to take his leave, or to proceed farther in his offers 
of assistance. Cleveland seemed to guess at his 
thoughts, for he immediately added, in aconcili-^ 
ating manner,— << I am a plain man. Master Mer. 
toun, for that I understand is your name ; and I 
am a ruined man to boot, and that does not mend 
one^s good manners. But you have done a kind 
and friendly part by me, and it may be I think 
as much of it as if I thanked you more. And so- 
before I leave this place, FU give you my fowling- 
piece ; she will put a hundred swan-shot through 
a Dutchinan^s cap at eighty paces— 3he will carry 
ball too— I. have hit a wild-bull within a hundred- - 
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aad-fifty yards-*— but I have two that arie as'good) 
or better, so you may keep this for my sake.^ 

'^ That would be to take my share of the 
wreck,^ answered Mordaunt, laughing. 

^^ No such matter^^ said Cleveland, undoing a 
caae which contained several guns and pistols,— 
^^ you see I have saved my private arm-chest, as 
well as my clothes— that thef tall old woman in the 
dark rigging managed for me. And, between 
ourselves, it is worth all I have lost ;? for, he add- 
ed, lowering his voice aiid looking round, ^< when 
I speak of being ruined in the hearing of these 
land-sharks, I do not mean ruined stock and 
block. No, here is something will do more than 
shoot sea*fowL^' So saying, he puQed out a great 
ammunition-pouch marked swan-shot, and sfaeW^ 
ed Mordaunt hastily that it was full of Spanish 
pistoles and Portagues (as the broad Portugal 
pieces were then called.) *< No, no,** he added, 
with a smile, ^^ I have ballast enough to trim tho 
vessel again ; and now, will you take, the piece ?^ 
" Since you are willing to give it me,'* said 
Mordaunt, laughing, ^^ with all my healt. I 
I: WIM9 just going tQaskyou,:iw my fatheir's towe^ 



^>. 



196 THX PIRATR. 

he added,- diewing his purse^ ^' whether you 
wanted airf of thflit sattie badwu'" 

^< Thanks^ but you see I am pnyvided*— take 
my old aeqimbitaiice, and may die serve you as 
well as die has served me ; but you will never 
make so good a voyage wiA her. You can shoot, 
I suppose F^ 

'* Tolerably well^'^ said Mordaunt, admirii^ 
tfa^ (necei which was a beautiful Spanish barrel 
gun^ inlaid with gold, small in the bore, and of 
unusual length, such as is chiefly used fiir shoot, 
ii^ sea-fowl, and for baS-practice. 

<< Widi slugi^^ eobtinued the domxr, <^ never 
gun diot closer ; and with single ball, you may 
Mil a seal two hundred yards at sea from ihe top 
of the highest peak of this iron-bound coast of 
jf^difllk Btit I teU you again j that the old rattler 
^itW, Hfever do you the service she has done me»^ 

<* t^hidl nol use her ebdeitterously, perhaps^^ 
^dMordtotit. 

<< Umph !-^rfaaps not,^ re|^ied Cleveland ; 
<* but diigt is not the question. What say yon to 
diootiag the man At the wheel, juilt as we jniA 
abo&pi of a SjMunard ? So the Don was taken 
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abaek^ and we laid him athwieut the hawse, and 
carried her cutlass in h^nd ; and woiih the while 
j^e was — stout brigantine — £1 Santo Franosco 
-—bound for Porto Beilo, with gold and negfoes. 
That little bit of lead was worth twenty thousand 
pistoles.^ 

^< I have shot at no such game as yet,^ said 
Mordaiint. 

^ Well, all in good time; wecajunot weigh till 
the tide makes. But you are a tight, handsome, 
active young man. What is to ail you to take a 
trip after some of this stuff ?^ laying his hand on 
the bag of gold. 

" My father talks of my travelling soon,'' re- 
plied Mordaunt, who, bom to hold men^of-wars 
men in great respect. Mi flattered by this invi« 
tation from one who appeared a thorough-bred 
seaman. 

<< I tefspect him. for the thought,^ said the 
Captain ; ^^ and I will visit him before I weigh 
anchor. I have a consort off these islands^ and 
be cursed to her. Shell find me out somewhere^ 
though «he parted company in the bit of a squall, 
unless she isgoae to Davy Jones too-^-'Welly sh^ 
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was better found than us, and not so deep load, 
ed— she must have weathered it. We^ have a 
hammock slung for you aboard, and make a sail, 
or and a man of you in the same trip.^ 

^* I should like it well enough,^^ said Mor- 
daunt, who eagerly longed to see more of the 
world than his lonely situation had hitherto per. 
mitted ; ** but then my father must decide.^ 

*^ Your father? pooh r said Captain Cleve- 
land ; " but you are very right,'* he added, check* 
ing himself. ** Gad, I have lived so long at sea, 
that I cannot think any body has a right to think 
except the captain and the master. But you are 
very right. I will go up to the old gentleman 
this instant, and speak him myself. He lives in 
that handsome, modern booking building, I sup* 
pose, that I see a quarter of a mile off .'^^ 

*< In that old half-ruined house,^ sud Mor. 
dliunt, '< he does indeed live ; but be will see no 
viaitors.^ 

** Then y<m must drive the point yourself, for 
I can't stay in this latitude. Since your father 
is no magistrate, I must go to see this same Mag. 
nus-i-4iow call you him ? who is not justice of 
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peace, but something else that will do the turn 
as well. These fellows have got two or three 
things that I must and will have back — ^let them 
keep the rest, and be d— d to them. Will you 
give me a letter to him, just by way of commis- 
sion?" 

<^ It is scarce needful,^ said Mordaunt. ^^ It 
i« enough that you are shipwrecked, and need his 
help ;— but yet I may as well furnish you with a 
letter of introduction." 

« There," said the sailor, producmg a writing, 
case from his chest, *^ are your writing-tools,— » 
meantime, since bulk has been broken, I will nail 
down the hatches, and make sure of the cargo." 

While Mordaunt accordingly was engaged in 
writing to Magnus Troil a letter, setting forth the 
circumstances in which Captahi Cleveland had 
been thrown upon their coast, the Captain, ha- 
ving first selected and laid aside some wearing- 
apparel and necessaries enough to fill a knapsack, 
took in hand hammer and nails, employed him- 
self in securing the lid of his sea^hest, by fast- 
ening it down in a workmanlike manner, and then 
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added the eormboiaiiiigaecuntjof acord, twku 
ed and knotted with nautical dexterity. ^^ I leave 
this in your charge,^ he said, *< all except thia^^ 
shewing the bag of gcMj ^* and theae/^ pointing 
to a cutlass and pistols, ^^ which may prevent all 
further risk of my parting company with my Por-* 
tagues."* 

<' You will find no occasion for we ap on s in this 
country. Captain Cleveland,^^ replied Mordaunt ; 
<< a child might travel with a purse of gold frcm 
Sumburgfa-head to the Scaw of Unat, and no soul 
wouU injure him.^ 

<* And that's pretty boldly said, young gentle- 
man, oon»daring what is going on without doors 
at this moment.^ 

^ O,^ replied Mordaunt, a little confused^ 
^ what comes on land with the tide, they reckon 
their lawful property. One would think they had 
studied und^ Sir Arthegal, who pronounces— 



For equal rig^t in equal things doth sttnd^ 
And what the mighty sea hath once possfss'd^ 

And plucked quite from all possessors' hands^ 
Or else by wrecks that wretches hath distress'd. 
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He may ctispoaey by his renstUas might, 
As things at random left, to whom he list. 

** I shall think the better of plays and ballads 
as long as I live, for these very words,^ said Cap- 
tain Cleveland ; ^^ and yet I have loved them 
well enough in my day. But this is good doc- 
trine, and more men than one may trim their sails 
to such a breeze. What the sea sends is ours, 
thaf s sure enough. However, in case that your 
good folks should think the land as well as the 
sea may present them with waiffs and strays, I 
will make bold to take my cutlass and pistols. 
Will you cause my chest to be secured in your 
own house till you hear from me, and use your 
influence to procure me a guide to shew me the 
way, and to carry my kitt ?^ 

*' Will you go by sea or land ?^ said Mor- 
daunt, in reply. 

" By sea T exclaimed Cleveland. " What— 
in one of these cockle-shells, and a cracked cockle- 
shell, to boot ? No, no— land, land, unless I 
knew my crew, my vessel, and my voyage.^ 

They parted acccwdingly. Captain Cleveland 
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being supplied with a guide to conduct him to 
Burgh- Westra, and his chest being carefully re* 
moved to the man8ton<*house at Jarlshof« 
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CHAPTER IX. 

This is a gentle trader, and a prudent 

He*s no Autolycus, to blear your eye, 

With quips of worldly gauds and gamesomeaess ; 

But seasons all his glittering merchandize 

With wholesonie do<Arines suited to the use. 

As men sauce goose with sage and rosemary. 

Old Play. 

On the subsequent morning, Mordaunt, in an'-* 
swer to his father^s inquiries, began to give him 
some account of the shipwrecked mariaer, whom 
he had rescued from the waves. But he had not 
proceeded far in recapitulating the particulars 
which Cleveland had communicated, when Mr 
Mertoun^s looks became disturbed-^he aroise has^ 
tily, and, after pacing twice or thrice across the 
room, he retired into the inner chamber, to which 
he usually confined himself^ while under the in- 
fluence of his mental malady. In the evening he 
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re-appeared, without any traces of his disorder ; 
but it may be easily supposed that his son avoid- 
ed recurring to the subject which had affected 
him. 

Mordaunt Mertoun was thus left without as- 
sistance, to form at his leisure his own opinion re- 
specting the new acquaintance which the sea had 
sent him ; and, upon the whole, he was himself 
surprised to find the result less favourable to the 
stranger than he could well account for. There 
seemed to Mordaunt to be a sort of repelling in- 
fluence about the man. True, he was a hand- 
some man, of a frank and prepossessing manner, 
but there was an assumption of superiority about 
him, which Mordaunt did not quite so much like. 
Although he was so keen a sportsman as to be 
delighted with his acquisition of the Spanish bar- 
relled gun, and accordingly mounted and dis^ 
mounted it with great interest, paying the utmost 
attention to the most minute parts about the lock 
and ornaments, yet he was, upon the whole, in- 
clined to have some scruples about the mode in 
whid he had acquired it. 

9 
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" I should not have accepted it,^ he thought ; 

perhaps Captain Cleveland might ^ve it me 
as a sort of payment for the trifling sendee I did 
bim ; and yet it would have been churlish to re- 
fuse it in the way it was offered. I wish he had 
looked more like a man whom one would have 
chosen to be obliged to.^ 

But a successful day^s idiooting reconciled bim 
with his gun, and he became assured, like most 
young sportsmen in similar circumstances, that 
all other pieces were but pop-guns in comparison. 
But then, to be doomed to^shbot gulls and seals, 
when there were Frenchmen and Spaniards to be 
come at— ^when there were ships to be boarded, 
and steersmen to be marked off, seemed but a 
dull and contemptible destiny. His father had 
mentioned his leaving these islands, and no other 
mode of occupation occurred to his inexperience, 
save that of the sea, with which he had been con- 
versant firom his infancy. His ambition had for^ 
merly aimed no higher than at sharing the fa;- 
tigues and dangers of a Greenland fishing expe- 
dition ; for it was in that scene that the Zetland- 
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era laid most of their perilous adventures. But 
of late that war was again raging, the histcny of 
Sir Francis Drake, Captain Morgan, and other 
bold adventurers, whose exploits he had purcha- 
sed from Bryoe Snailsfoot, had made much im- 
pression on his mind, and the offer of Captain 
Cleveland to take him to sea, frequently recur- 
red to him, although the pleasure of such a pro- 
ject was somewhat damped by a doubt, whether, 
in the long run, he should not find many objec- 
tions to his proposed commander. Thus much he 
already saw, that he was opinionative, and might 
probably prove arbitrary; and that, since even his 
kindness was mingled with assumption of superi- 
ority, his occasional displeasure might contain a 
great deal more of that disagreeable ingredient 
than could be palatable to those who sailed under 
him. And yet, after counting all risks, could his 
father'^s consent but be obtained, with what plea- 
sure, he thought, would he embark inquest of new 
scenes and strange adventures, in which he pro^ 
posed to himself to achieve such deeds as should 
be the theme of many a tale to the lovely sisters of 
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Burgh Westra«-^talesat which MinnaBhouIdweep^ 
and Bertha should smile^ and both should marvel* 
And this was to be the reward of his labours and 
his dangers ; for the hearth of Magnus Troil had 
a magnetic influence over his thoughts, and how- 
ever they might traverse amid his day-dreams, it 
was the point where they finally settled. 

There were times when Mordaunt thought of 
mentioning to his father the conversation he had 
with Captain Cleveland, and the seaman^s pro* 
posal to him ; but the very short and general ac« 
count which he had given of that person^s history, 
upon the morning after his departure from the 
hamlet, had produced a sinister eflect upon Mr 
Mertoun^s mind, anddiscoufaged him frokn speaks 
ing farther on any subject connected with it. It 
would be time enough, he thought, to mention 
Captain Cleveland'^s proposal, when his consort 
should arrive, and when he should repeat his of« 
fer in a more formal manner ; and these he sup- 
posed events likely very soon to happen. 

But days grew to weeks, and weeks were num- 
bered into months, and he heard nothing from 
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CleTeland ; and ooly learned by ah occasional vi« 
sit from Bryoe Snailsfoot, that the Captain was 
residing at Burgh Westra, as one of the family. 
MordatiBt was somewhat surprised at this, al- ' 
though the unlimited hospitality of the islands, 
which Magnus Troil, both from fortune and dis- 
position,, carried to the utmost extent, made it al- 
most a matter of course that he should remain in 
the family until he disposed of himself otherwise. 
Still it seemed strange he had not gone to some 
of the northern islips to inquire afker his consort ; 
or that he did not rather chuse to make his resi- 
dence at Lerwick, where fishing vessels often 
brought news from the coasts and ports of Scot- 
land and Holland. Again, why did he not send 
for the chest he had deposited at Jarlshof ? and 
still further, Mordaunt thought it would have 
been but polite if the stranger had sent him some 
sort of message in tok^ of remembrance. 

These subjects of reflection were connected 
with another still more unpleasant, and more dif- 
ficult to account for. Until the arrival of this 
person, scarce a week had passed without bring- 
ing him some kind greeting, or token of recolkc- 
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lion, from Bargh^ Westra ; and preloaiQd^.vlrene 
scarce ever wanting for maintainUig a constant 
intercourse. Minna wanted the words erf a Norse 
ballad ; or desired to have, for her various coU^Or 
tions, feathers, or eggs, or shells, or speciiBeiis 
of the rarer sea-weeds ; or Bertha sent a riddle 
to be resolved, or a song to be learned ; or the 
honest old Udaller,-^in a rnde manuscript, which 
might hare passed for an ancient Bimic inscrip^ 
tiony— sent his hearty greetings to his good young 
friend, with a present of something to make good 
cheer, and an earnest request he would come to 
Burgh-Westra as soon, ami stay thei;e as long, as 
possible. These kindly tokens of remembrance 
were often sent by special message; besides which, 
there was never passenger or traveller who cross* 
ed from the one mansion to the other, that did 
not bring to Mordaunt some friendly greeting 
from the Udaller and hb family. Of late, this 
intercourse had become more and more infre- 
quent; and no messenger from Burgh-Westra 
had vinted Jarlshof for several weeks. Mordaunt 
both observed and felt this alteratic«i, and it dwelt 
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on his mind, while he questioned Bryce as dose* 
ly as pride and |Mrudence would permit, to ascer- 
tain, if possible, the cause of the changes* Yet 
he endeaToured to assume an indiffer^t air while 
he asked the ja|^er whether there was no news 
in the country. 

*^ Great news,** the jagger replied ; ^* and a gay 
mony of them. That crack-brained carle, the 
new factor, is for making a change in the bistnars 
and the lUpunds ;* and our worthy Fowd, Mag- 
nus Troil, has sworn, that, sooner than change 
them for the still-yard, or aught else, hell fling 
Factor YeUowleys from Braesa-ciaig^" 

^^ Is that all ?^ said Mordaunt, very little in-^ 
terested. 

^^ All ? and eneugb, I think,"^ replied the ped* 
lar. ^' How are folks to buy and sell, if the 
wdghts are changed on them ?" 

" Very ttue,*^ replied Mordatiilt ; " but have 
you heard of no. strange vessels on the coast ?^ • 
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*' Six Duteh doggers off Brassa ; and, as I 
hear, a higfa^uartiered galliot thing, ynth a gaff 
maiiisail, lying in Scalloway Bay. She will be 
from Norway." 

No ^ips of war, or abopi ?^ 
None,*^ replied the pedlar, << ^ace the Kite 
T^der aailed vnth the impress men. If it wa^^ 
His will, and our men wer« out of her, I wish the 
deep sea had h^r." 

. '^ Were there no news at Bi}fgh*We&bli P*^-*^ 
Were the faimly all weH F'' 

<< A^ weel, and weel to do— »out*taken, it may 
be, something ower muckle daffing and laughing 
-r*^ancing ilk night, they say, wi^ the strange 
captain that!s living there-— he that was ashore 
on Sumburgh-head the tcdier day,--4ess daffing 
served him thea.^ 

. " Daffing I dancing every night !" said Mor- 
daunt, not particularly well satisfied.-*— ^^ WIkxb ^ 
does Captun Cleveland dance with ?" 

" Ony body he likes, I fancy," said the jag- 
ger ; <^ at ony rate, he gars a^ body yonder dance 
after his fiddle. But I ken little about ii, for I 
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am no free in conseience to look upon thae fttng- 
ing fancies. Folk should mind that life is made 
but of rotten yam.** 

*^I fancy that it is to keep them in mind of 
that wholesome truth, that you deal in such ten- 
der wares, Bryee,^ replied Mordaunt, dissatisfied 
as well with the tenor of the reply, as with the 
afi^ected scruples of the respondent 

*^ That^s as muckle as to say, that I suld hae 
minded you was a flinger and a fiddler yourseU, 
Master Mordaunt ; but I am an auld man, and 
maun unburthen my conscience. But ye will 
b& for the dance, I sail warrant, that'^s to be at 
Burgh- Westra, on John's Even, {Saunt Joh&\ 
as the blinded creatures ca* him ;) and nae doubt 
ye will be for some warldly braws — ^hose, waist- 
coats, or sic like. I hae pieces frae Flanders'*— - 
With that he placed his moveable warehouse on 
rfhe table, and began to unlock it. 

" Dance T repeated Mordaunt — ** Dance on 
St John's even ?— Were you desired to bid me 
to it, Bryce P'' 

Na— but ye k«n weel eneugh ye wad bewd- 
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come, bidden or no bidden. This captain, how* 
ca'*-ye-him, is to be skudler as they cal^-^th^ firat 
of the gang, like." 

<< The devil take him i" said Mordaunt^ in im- 
patient surprise. 

** A' in gude time,^ replied the jagger ; ** hur- 
ry no man^s cattle— the devil will hae his due, I 
warrant ye, or it winna be for lack of seeking. 
But iVs true I^m telling you, for a^ ye stare like a 
wild cat; and this same captain, I-wat-na-hi^- 
name, bought ane of the very waistcoats that I 
am ganging to shew ye-*purple, wi^ a gowd bind- 
ing, and bonnily broidered ; and I have a piece 
for you, the neighbour of it^ wP a green grund ; 
and if ye mean to streak yoursell up beside him, 
ye maun e^en buy it, for it^s gowd that glances 
in the lasses^ een now-a-days. See— look till%* 
he added, displaying the pattern in various points 
of view ; << look till it through the light, and till 
the light through it — w? the grain, and against 
the grain— it shews ony gate— cam frae Antwerp 
a^ the gate— four dollars is the price ; and yon 
captain was sae weel pleased, that he flang down 
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a twenty shilling Jacobus, and bade me keep the 
change and be damned l^^poor silly profane crea*- 
ture, I pity him.'' 

Without inquiring whether the pedlar bestow- 
ed his compassion on the worldly impFudeQoe» w 
the religious defieiendies of Captain Cleveland, 
Mordaunt turned from him, folded his arms^ and 
paced the apartment, muttering to himself, *^ Not 
asked-^A stranger to be king of the feast i''*^ 
Words which he repeated so earnestly, that Bryee 
caught a part of their import. 
- ** As for asking, I am almaist bauld to say, 
that ye will be askcd^ Master Mordaunt.*" 

" Did they mention my name then ?'' said 
Mordaunt. 

^* I canna preceesely say that,'' said Bryce Snails* 
foot ; ^* but ye needna turn away your head sae 
sourly, like a sealgh when he leaves the shore ; 
for, do you see, I heard distinctly that a' the re^ 
vellers about are to be there; and is't to be thought 
they would leave out you, an auld k«i'd freend, 
and the lightest foot at sic frolics, (Heaven send 
you a better praise in His ain gude time,) diat 



TH£ PIBATX* S17 

ever flang at a fiddle-squeak, between this and 
Unst f Sae I conmder ye altogether the same as 
inTited— -and ye had best provide yourself w^ a 
waistcoat, for brave and brisk will every man be 
that^B there*^the Lord pity them r 

He thus oondnued to fcdlow with his green 
glazen eyes, the motions of young Mor4aunt 
Mertoutt, who continued to pace the room in a 
very pensive manner, which the jagger {Nro« 
bably misinterpreted, as he thought, like Clau-* 
dio, that if a man is sad, it must needs be be 
cause he lacks money. Bryce therefore, after 
another pause, thus accosted him. '^ Ye need- 
na be sad about the matter. Master Mordaunt ; 
for although I got the just price of the article 
from the captain-man, yet I maun deal freend- 
ly ^i^ you, as a ken^d freend and customer, and 
bring the price, as they say, within your purse- 
mouth— or if 8 the same to me to let it lie ower 
till Martinmas, or e^en to Candlemas. I am de- 
cent in the warld, Master Mordaunt— forbid that 
I should hurry onybody, far mair a freend that 
has paid me siller afore now. Or I wad be ccm- 
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tent to swap the garment for the value in fea- 
thers or sea-otters skins, or any kind of peltrie 
^nane kens better than yoursell how to come 
by sic ware— and I am sure I hae furnished you 
wi^ the primest o^ powder. I dinna ken if I telPd 
ye it was out o^ the kist of Captain Plunket, 
that peridied on the Scaw of Unst, wi^ the arm- 
ed brig Mary, sax years syne. He was a prime 
fowler himself, and luck it was that the kist 
came ashore dry. I sell that to nane but gude 
marksmen. And so, I was saying, if ye had 
<Hiy wares ye liked to coup for the wmstcoat, I 
wad be ready to trock wi^ you, for assuredly ye 
will be wanted at Burgh Westra, on Saint John^s 
even ; and ye wadna like to look waur than the 
captain-— that wadna be setting.^ 

*^ I will be there, at least, whether wanted or 
not,*" smd Mordaunt, stopping short in his walk, 
and taking the waistcoat piece hastily out of the 
pedlar^s hand ; ^^ and, as you say, will not dis- 
grace them.'' 

** Haud a care^— baud a care. Master Mor- 
daunt,^ exclaimed the pedlar ; <^ ye handle it as 
it were a bale of coarse wadmaal-— yell fray't to 
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bits-— ye might wed say my ware is tender — and 
ye^ll mind the price is four dollars— Sail I put ye 
in my book for it ?^ 

<^ No,^ said Mordaunt hastily; and, taking out 
his purse, he flung down the money. 

^^ Grace to ye to wear the garment,"*^ said the 
joyous pedlar, ^^ and to me to guide the luUer; 
and protect us from earthly vanities, and earthly 
coyetousness ; and send you the white linen rai- 
ment, whilk is mair to be desired than the mus- 
lins, and cambrics, and lawns, and silks of this 
world ; and send me the talents which avail more 
than much fine Spanish gold, or Dutch dollars 
either— and— but God guide the callant, what 
for are ye wrapping the silk up that gate, like a 
wisp of hay ?" 

At this moment, old Swertha, the housekeeper, 
entered, to whom, as if eager to get rid of the sub- 
ject, Mordaunt threw his purchase, with some- 
thing like careless disdain ; and, telling her to put 
it aside, snatched his gun, which stood in the 
comer, threw his shooting accoutrements about 
him, and without notidng Bryce^s attempt to en- 
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tor into <x»itersaUon upon the <^ bmw seftUskin^ 
as EtA MS doe-knther,^ vhich mad^ the iding and 
coyer of his fowling-piece, he left the apartoiieiit 
alnniptly. 

The jagger, with those green goggling aod 
gain-descrying kind of optics, which we have al- 
ready described, continued gaxing for an matent 
after the customer, who treated his wares with 
such irreverence. 

Swertha also looked after hink with some su)v 
prise. <^ The callanf s in a creel/' quoth she, 

<^ In a creel !^ echoed the pedlar, '^ he wiU be 
as wowf as ever his father was. To guide in that 
gate a bargain that cost him four dollars — very, 
very Fifish, as the east-country fisher-folks say." 
** Four dollars for that green rag r said Swer« 
tha, catching at the words which the jagger had 
unwarily suffered to escape— ^^ that wa$ a bar* 
gain indeed I I wonder whether he is the ^eater 
f ule, or you the mair rogue, Bryce Snailsfoot." 

^^ I didna say it cost Ikim preceesdy four doL 
lars,'' s^d Snailsfoot ; « but if it had, the lad's 
siller's his ain, I hope ; ^nd he is auld aneugh to 
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make his aia bargains. Mair by token, the gudes 
are weel worth the money, and mair.^ 

***^Mair by token,^ said Swertha coolly, <^ I 
will see what his father thinks about it.^ 

" Ye'U no be sae ill natured, Mrs Swertha,^ 
said the jagger ; ^^ that will be but cauld thanks 
for the bonny owerlay .hat I hae brought you a^ 
the way frae Lerwick." 

^* And a bonnie price ye''ll be setting otf t,'* 
said Swertha ; ^^ for that^s the gate your good 
deeds end." 

^^ Ye sail hae the fixing of the price yoursell ; 
or it may lie ower till youVe buying something 
for the house, or for your master, and it can make 
a' ae count." 

" Troth and that's true, Bryce Snailsfoot, I 
am thinking well want some napery sune — ^for 
it's no to be thought we can spin, and the like, as 
if there was a mistress in the house ; and sae we 
make nane at hame." 

" And that's what I ca' walking by the word," 
said the jagger. '^ ^ Go unto those that buy and 
sell ;' there's muckle profit in that text" 
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^^ There is a pleasure in dealing wi** a discreet 
man, that can make profit of ony thing,^ said 
Swertha; ^^ and now that I take another look at 
that daft callant^s waistcoat piece, I think it is 
honestly worth four dollars.*^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

<' I have pooessed the regulation of the weather and the distiibiu 
tion of the seasons. The sun has listened to my dictates, and pass- 
ed from ttojpic t«-tropie by my direction ; the doods, at my oom« 
mand, haye poured forth their waters."— 

RoiseRu. 

Any sudden cause for anxious and mordfjing 
reflection, which, in advanced age, occasions sul- 
len and pendve inactivity, stimulates youth to 
eager and active exertion, as if, like the hurt deer, 
they endeavour to drown the pain of the shaft 
by the rapidity of {notion. When Mordaunt 
caught up his gun^ and rushed out of the house 
of Jarlshof , he walked on with great activity over 
waste and wild, without any determined purpose, 
except that of escaping, if posable, from the smart 
of his own irritation. His pride was effectually 
mortified by the report of the jagger, which, co- 
incided exactly with some doubts he had been 
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led to entertain, by the long and unkind silence 
of his friends at Burgh- Westra. 

If the fortunes of Caesar had doomed him, as 
the poet suggests, to have been 

'^ But the best wrestler on the green," 

it is nevertheless to be presumed, that a foil from 
a rival, in that rustic exercise, would have mor- 
tified him as much as a defeat from his rivaU 
when he was struggling for the empery of the 
world. And even so Mordaunt Mertoun, de- 
graded in hi6 own eyes from the height which 
he had occupied as the chief amongst the yo^th 
of the island, felt vexed and irritated, as well as 
humbled. The two beautiful sisters also, whose 
smiles all were so desirous of acquiring, with 
whdm he had lived on t&rms of such familiar af- 
fection, that, with the same ease eaid innocence^ 
thetd was unconsciously mixed a shade of deeper 
thot^h undefined tenderhess than characterizes 
fraternal love, they also seemed to have fcn'got*' 
ten him. He could not be ignorant that, in the 
universal opinion t»f all Dunrossness, nay^ of die 
whole MainJand, he might have had every chance 
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of bding the favowred lover of either ; and now at 
once, and without any failure on his part, he was 
become so little to them, that he had lost even 
the consequence of an ordinary acquaintance, 
The old Udaller, too, whose hearty and sincere 
character should have been more constant in his 
friendships, seemed to have been as fickle as his 
daughters, and poor Mordaunt had at <N3ce lost 
the smiles of the fur, and the favour of the power- 
fuL These were uncomfortable refleclionsy and 
he doubled his pace, that 'he might outstripthem 
ifposiable. 

Without exactly reflecdng upon the route 
which he pursued, Mordaunt walked briskly on 
through a country where neither hedge, wall, nor 
mdosure of any kind, interrupts the steps of the 
wiutdermr, until he reached a very solitary spot 
where, embosomed among steep heathy hills^ 
whidb sunk suddenly down cm the verge of the 
water, lay one of those anall fresh-water lakes 
wliich are common in the Zetland isles, whose 
outlets form the sources of the small brooks and 
rivulets by which the country is watered, and 
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aerve to drive the Uttk mills wImcIi nmiiiifiictuire 
their grain* 

It was a Bttild summer day; the beams of the 
jun» as is nol uneommon in Zetland^ wefe mode- 
rated and shaded.by a alvory faaas^ vhicb filled 
the atmospliere^ and, destroying the strong con^ 
tvast of light and shade, gave even to noon die 
sober livery of the evening twilight. The little 
lake^ not three-quarters of a mile in circuit, lay 
in profound quiet ; its surface undimpled, save 
when one of the numerous watw-fewl, whidi gli- 
ded on its surface, dived for an instant under it. 
The depth of the walar gave the whole that ceru- 
lean tintofUuish green, which occasioned itsbeing 
galled the Green Loch ; and at present, it form- 
ed so perfect a mirror to the Ueak hiUs by which 
it was surrounded, and which lay reflected on its 
bosom, that it was difficult to distinguish the wa*. 
ter from the Umd ; nay, in the shadowy upcer- 
tiunty occasioned by the thin haae, a stranger 
could scarce have been scfinble that a sheiet of wa- 
ter lay before him. A sc^ie of m<»e conqple^e 69^ 
fitude, having all it9 peouliarities heig^htened by 
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tbe extretie wmmty df the wcndicr, thb i^vaat 
grey composed tone of the atmoflfdicKeydidbtllef 
piarfect siienee of the dcraients^ could hardffr be 
inwigiDed. The verj^ ai(|uatio hitAw, wh o ffenmniteJ 
the spot in greats liUBdifetB, foifxiK their usual 
flight and screams^t audi floatiid m pmfiMimd tiaii^ 
quillity ilpoi» the^dkirt waHer: 

Widiout tddng'4ifi^dietet1ninedaimi---iW]fehout 
haviflgf any detenumed piiirpo8e«— wilhoiiit aknoflt 
thiidoiiig what hte wta» about^i Movdaunt preaeiit- 
ed hia* fbwling^pieci^ and fired acvdaS' tSie lake. 
The large swan-shot diin|^ed ita* surface like ar 
partial shower of haiW4he hills took up'thjendise 
ot the report, and repeated; it agun^>and agaki^ 
and ageiny ta dl their eehbds ;/ tb^ waterfowl 
took to wing in eddying and. confused wheely> 
answering the echoes ivith a thousand yssppng^ 
screatnSy. from the deep^note of the swiabieor 
swwtbaok, to< the queiruloaa cry of the- t&rvaoke 
and kittiewake. 

Mbrdaunt looked Ibramoment ourtfie eJaoKW* 

ons crowd with a feding;af resentment, which be 

felt disposed at the moment to apply te all nature, 

•and all her objciotS) animlite or inanimitte» h^w- 

9 
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ever little oonoerned with the osuse of hig intei^ 
nal mortifiotioiD. 

^ Ay, aj,^ he said, ^ wheel, dive, acreani, and 
dMKHur as you wiH, and all because you have 
seen a stiange siglit, and heasd an unusnal sound. 
There is many a one like yon in this round world. 
But you, at least, shall leam,** he added, as he 
repleaded his gun, ^ that strange sights and 
strange sounds, bj, and strange acquaintances 
to boot, hare sometimes a little shade of dangor 
connected with them.^— But why should I wreak 
my own vexation on these harmless sea-gulls ?^ 
he subjoined, after a moments pause ; *^ they 
have nothing to do with the friends that have for- 
gotten me.— -I loved them all so weU,— -and to be 
so soon given up for the first stranger whom 
diance threw on the coast r 
' As he stood resting upon his gun, and aban- 
doning his mind to the course of these unpleasant 
reflections, hb meditations were unexpectedly in- 
terrupted by some one toudiing his shoulder. 
He looked around, and saw Noma of the Fitful- 
head, wrapped in her dark and ample mantle. She 
had seen him from the brow of the hill, and had * 
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descended to the lake, through a small ravine 
which concealed her, until she came with noise- 
less step so dose to him that he-turned round at 
her touch. 

Mordaunt Mertoun wns by nature neither 
timorous nor credulous, and a course of reading 
more extensive "than -usual had, in eome degree, 
fortified his mind agidnst flie attacks of supersti- 
tion; but he would have been an actual prodigy, 
if, living in Zetland in the end of the seventeenth 
century, he had possessed the philosophy which 
^d not exist in Scotland generally, until at least 
two generations later. He doubted in his own 
mind the extent, nay, the very existence, of Nor- 
na'^s supernatural attributes, which was a high 
flight of incredulity in the country where they 
were universally received ; but still his incre- 
dulity went no farther than doubts. She was 
unquestionably an extraordinary woman, ^fted 
with an energy above others, acting upon motives 
peculiar to herself, and apparently independent 
<m mere earthly considerations. Impressed with 
these ideas, which he bad imbibed from his youth, 
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it wfiB n9t without aomethio^ like alaioK, thai be 
<b^l<l this piy»teifioi|94«m9W s(IWK^ 9( H #ud- 

4ea fK> qlof^ bfeside bmt .md lookup ^f^jKoi Mm 

with such sad and severe eyes, as those with which 
AeFiital yirginc;^ whp^ aopgiKfl^ig to UQi^m my- 
tbqlogy^ wece .called the J^i^ffg^i^iTyOic ^^ f^\m^ 
of ithc Mwif" wisre sunpop^ i^jcefff^i^ y^mig 

,4ibw»pop^ w)m^ t^ fi^fici^ ^ fbme thfi Mm- 

It ^^ i^d^, i^^kweci uplpp^y,, to ^y Ae 

1^1^ IP i)^^ jn^th Wqiw «pW^y 4^>w, flud in 

;a J?l4^pe,yfi«iote fvQffl^|^|tp<»ms;.l^¥ii^ WftP fiwp- 
ffQ9Qdy qifi SM^ ^^QpawP8» to bpvje li^i^ »$ua% a 
prpph^tes^.Qf ,ev^ .2^ ijirell^^i^n omiam ol'^i^^&r- 
tUQe, tp tJ|;iofle w))oM4 fm^ a.Fc^iQQPib^, Th^re 
W,^re ^v pr ipiop^ .pf tilpie j^im^^i^, bp^eyyer /aiipd- 
J^^e^ wi|ll^ ;b w.Qcc^lii^ ^pp^lPTj^ 
^t wpuld jf^ li^iv^ tr^09J;Ml to ifte?jtii^r pn tbe 

«1^ 8^, ^eadinj; piarl^^p^ fcMpi^hiftg pf this aiji- 
iPl^stilsoiMi feeing ipth^ ]pp)^« pi \S^ ypwg piw. 
'* f^vil frop ^p yji^ ^|ie»r^r tf^i^ ^d »»»»? will'' 
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^ Nor do I fear any,^ said Mordaunt, exert* 
ing Umself tx> throw ande an apprebennon which 
he felt to be unmanljr. ^* Why should I, nuv 
Iher, you have been ever my friend 7^ 

<< Yet, Mordaunt, thou art not of our region:; 
faut to none of Zetland bloody no^ not even to 
those who sit around the hearthstone of Mi^nua 
Trails the noble descendants <^ the ancient Jarlc 
of Orkney^ am I more a weU^wish^, than I am 
to thee, thou kind and brave^bearted boy« Yfhm 
I hung around thy neck that gifted chain, which 
all in our isles know was wrought by no earthly 
artist, but by the Drows, in the secret recesses of 
their caverns, thou wert then but fifteen years 
old ; yet thy foot had been on the Maiden-skerrie 
ef Northmanren, known befove but to the weUbed 
sole of the swartback, and thy skiff had been 
in the deepest cavern of Brinnastir^ where the 
hmaf.fi^* had before slumbered in dark obscu- 
rity. Therefore I gave thee that noble ^ft; and 



* The larger seal, or Bea^-oalf^ which seeiES the moBt so* 
Ikiry xeoeBses for its abode. See Dr EdmoiiBtoiie'iB Zttm, 
land, YoL II. p. $294. 
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well thou knoweBt, that since that day, every eye 
in these isles has looked on thee as a son, <^ as a 
brother, endowed beyond other youths, and the 
favoured of those whose hour of power is when 
the night meets with the day.^ * 

'^ Alas! mother,'*' said Mordaunt, *< your land 
gift may have given me favour, but it has not 
been able to keep it for me, or I have not been 
able to keep it for myself.— What matters it? I 
diall learn to set as little by others as they do by 
me* My father says that I shall soon leave these 



* The DrowB or Trows^ the legitimate successors of the 
norihem duergar, and somewhat allied to the fairies, re- 
side like them in the interior of green hills and caverns, 
and are most powerfVil atmidni^t. Thef sre curious ar- 
tificers in iron, as well as in the precious metals, and are 
sometimes propitious to mortals, but more frequently ca- 
pricious and malevolent. Among &e common people of 
Zetlaiid, their existence stiE forms an artide of universal 
belief. In the neighbouring isles of Feroe, they are called 
Foddenskencand, or subterranean people ; and Lucas Ja- 
cobson Debes, well acquainted with their nature, assures 
us that they inhabit in those places which are polluted 
with the effiudon of blood, or the practice of any crying 
sin. They have a government, which seems to be mo- 
narchical. 
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islands, and therefore. Mother Noma, I will re- 
turn to you your fairy ^t, that it may bring 
more lasting luck to some other than it has done 
to me." 

** Despise not the gift of the nameless race," 
said Noma, frowning ; then suddenly changing 
her tone of displeasure to that of moumful so- 
lemnity, she added,—** Despise them not, but, O 
Mordaunt, court them not ! Sit down on that 
grey stone— thou art the son of my adoption, 
and I will doff, as far as I may, those attributes 
that sever me from the common mass of huma- 
nity, and speak with you as a parent with a child." 

There was a tremulous tone of grief which 
mingled with the loftiness of her language and 
carriage, and was calculated to excite sympathy, 
as well as to attract attention. Mordaunt sate 
4own on the rock which she pointed out, a frag- 
ment which, with many others that lay scattered 
around, had been torn by some winter storm from 
the predpice at the foot of which it lay, upon the 
very verge of the water. Noma took her own 
seat on a stone at about three feet distance, ad- 
justed her mantle so that little more than her fore« 
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beiul^ her eyeS) and a single lock of her grey haor 
were seen from beneath the shade of her dark 
wadmaal cloak, and then proceeded m a tone in 
which the imaginary consequence and importance 
80 often assumed by lunacy, seemed to contend 
against the deep workings of some extraordinary 
and de^y-cooted mental affliction. 

** I was not always,^ she said, ^ that which I 
now am. I wa3 not always the wise^ the powerful, 
the commanding, before whom the youqg stand 
abashed, and the old uncover their grey heads* 
There was a time when my appearance did not 
i^ence mirth, when I sympathiaed with human 
pasffion, and had my own share in huxnan joy and 
sorrow. It was a time of helplessness^^-it was a 
time of fMj^^it was a time of idle and un£ru]4^ 
fimaughter<-*-it was a time of causeless and sense* 
less tears ;-'-^nd yet, with i|» follies and its sor*^ 
rows and iU w^iiknesees, what would Noma of 
Fitful-bead |^ve to be again the unmarked and 
happy maiden that she was in her early days i 
Hear me, Mordaunt, and bear with me ; for you 
hear me uttor complaints which have nev^ sound* 
edinto mortal ears, and which in mortal ears shall 
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nev^ souod again. I will be what I ougiht,^ die 
cDatimi^ starting up and extending hf^r lean 
gmd wttb<9^ arm, ^< the queen aod juroteotiesa 
ot |the«e wild and n/eglepted yes,<^I will be her 
wbiaiae loot -the ^arves wet not, aave by her per- 
.lii^wion; *79 eye^ though its rage be at ita wiJd^ 
laat mftdnotiflii <wbosc .lohe thie whirlw»id req)eelB 
when it rends the houae^n^i^iig from theroo&tree. 
Bear nieiwitnesa, Mordaiunt Mertouii) — ^you beard 
inj woirdf at Harfirat^ou <9ftw ^tbe tempest aink 
he^e tbemrr^SpeaJc, bear me wi^ieas r 

To ba^eioontradipted her in thia strain of higb- 
toned enthusiasm, would have been cruel and un- 
Avaitin^, fsiif^nhadMordaunt be^ more decidedly 
^fw^itifi^ thftn he WA9, tib^t an inmie waman, not 
ffi^ pf RMpfmatural poi^er^ atood before him. 

^ % kmid yptt ring," h^ jropU^, <^ and I saw 
^he tampe^t abat^,"^ 

^< AbiUie P^ e«clMnied Nokw, slnkii^ the 
ground impatienUy with her staff of hlfusk i>BJti g 
^ thou Bfffisk^ it but ha]l£-^t sunk at ocieo— 
mtk in ahorter space than the <;hild that is 
hushed to silence by die terae-^E^oiigh^ yiou 
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know mj power—but you know notp— mortal 
man knows not, and never shall know, the 
price which I pud to attain it. No, Mordaunt, 
never for the widest sway that the ancient 
N<nrsemen boasted, when thar banners waved 
victorious irom Bergen to Palestine -^never, 
for all that the round world contains, do thou 
barter thy peace of mind for such greatness as 
Noma^'s.^ She resumed her seat upon the 
rock, drew the mantle over her face, rested her 
head upon 4ier hands, and by this convulsive mo- 
tion which agitated her bosom, appeared to be 
weeping bitterly. 

*^ Grood Noma,^ said Mordaunt, and paused, 
scarce knowing what to say that might console 
the unhappy woman — *^ Good NcHiia,^ he again 
resumed, ^^ if there be aught on your mind that 
troubles it, were you not best to go to the worthy 
minister at Dunrossness ? Men say you have not 
for many years been in a Christian congregation 
-—that cannot be well, or right. You are yourself 
well known as a healer of bodily disease ; biit 
when the mind is sick^ we should draw to the 
Physician of our souls.**^ 
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Noma had raised her person slowly from the 
stooping posture in which she sate ; but at length 
she started upon her feet, threw back her mantle, 
extended her arm, and while her lip foamed, and 
her eye sparkled, exclaimed in a tone resembling 
a scream,—^ Me did you speak— me did you 
bid seek out a priest !— Would you kill the good 
man with horror ?— Me in a Christian congrega- 
tion f-T«Would you have the roof to fall on the 
sackless assembly, and mingle their blood with 
their worship ? I— I seek to the good Physi- 
cian !— Would you have the fiend claim his prey 
openly before Grod and man ?^ 

The extreme agitation of the unhappy speaker 
naturally led Mordaunt to the conclusion, which 
was generally adopted and accredited in that su« 
perstitious country and period. ^< Wretched wo- 
man,^ he said, ^^ if indeed thou hast leagued thy- 
self with the Powers of Evil, why should you not 
seek even yet for repentance ? But do as thou 
wilt, I cannot, dare not, as a Christian, abide 
l(»iger with you.; and take again your gift,^ he 
said, offering back the chain. ^* Good can never 
come of it, if indeed evil hath not come already.^ 
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<< Be still «d faeur me, thou foolidi UogF,^ add 
Nonui calmly, a» if die had been resteced torre»^ 
son by the alarm andhomr which sbe peraiTed 
in Motdaimlfs conntenstnce; <^ bear me, I say. 
I am not of those who have leagued tbemsetveB 
with tlae Enemy c^ mankind, at deme skill or 
power fisem bis mimstpy^ And althoii^ the utu* 
eartbly powers^ wezie rnxnaitiated bj a sanrifioe 

kno>w9^ my goikin that offering was no moFediBB 
that of the blind man who fall&from the praeipiee 
which he oould neither see nor shun. O) l^w^ 
me not-— shun me not in this hour of weakness ! 
Remain with me tiU the temptation be passed^ or 
I wUl plunge myself mto that lake, and rid my- 
self at once of my power and my wretehednessw^ 
Mozdaont, who bad always lotdied up t» this 
singulas woman with a sort of affectiim^ ooeaaoa^ 
ed. no doubt \^ the early kindness- aiad distinei-^ 
tion? whidi she had . shewn to hkn, was readily i»^ 
dueed torBassamehis-seat, and listen to what^ha 
had furdier to say, in hopes that she would giw- 
dually overcome the violence of her agitation; 
It was not long ere she seemed to have gained tbe^ 
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victory her oompamon expected, fie she address- 
ed, liim in her usually steady and authoritatiye 
manner. 

*^ It was not of myself^ Mordaunt, that I pur- 
posed to speak, when I beheld you from the sum* 
mit of yonder grey rock, and came down the path 
to meet with you. My fortunes are fixed beyond 
change, be it for weal or for woe. For mysdf 
I have ceased to feel, much ; but for those whom 
she lores. Noma of the Fitful-head has still those 
feelings which link her to her kind. Mark me— - 
there is an eagle, the noblest that builds in these 
airy precipices, and into that eaglets nest thei« 
has crept an adder— «wilt thou lend thy aid to 
crush the reptile, and to save th^ noUe brood of 
the lord of the north sky ?'" 

'* You must speak more jdainly, Norxka,^ said 
Mordaunt, ** if you would have me understand 
or answer you. I am no guesser of riddles.*" 

*^ In plain language, then, you know well the 
family of Burgh- Westra — the lovely dsmghters 

of the genax>us old Udaller, Magnus Tvoil, 

Minna and Brenda, I mean* You know them, 
and you love tliem."' 
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<< I have known them, mother,^ replied M<n% 
daunt, ^^ and I have loved them*-^none knows it 
better than you yourself.^ 

*< To know them once,^ said Noma, emphati- 
oally, ^* is to know them always.«^To love them 
once, is to love them for erer.^ 

^ To hare loved them once, is to wish them 
well for ever,^ replied the youth ; ^^ but it is no- 
thing more. To be plain with you. Noma, the 
family at Burgh- Westra have of late totally ne- 
glected me. But shew me the means of serving 
them ; I will convince you how much I have re- 
membered old kindness, how little I resent late 
coldness.^ 

^* It is well spoken, and I will put your pur- 
pose to the proof,**^ replied Noma. <* Magnus 
* Troil has taken a serpent into his bosom — his 
lovely daughters are delivered up to the machi- 
nations of a villain.^ 

*^ You mean the stranger, Cleveland P^ said 
Mordaunt 

** The stranger who so calls himself,^^ replied 
Noma— <^ the same whom we found flung ashore 
like a waste heap of sea-weed at the foot €3i the 

1 
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Sumburgh-cape. I felt that within me, that 
would have prompted me to let him lie till the 
tide floated him off, as it had floated him on shore. 
I repent me I gave not way to it.'^ 

" But," said Mordaunt, " I cannot repent that 
I did my duty as a Christian man. And what right 
have I to wish otherwise ? If Minna, Brenda, 
Magnus, and the rest, like that stranger better 
than me, I have no title to be oflended ; nay, I 
might well be laughed at for bringing myself in- 
to comparison.**' 

" It is well, and I trust they merit thy unselfish 
friendship," 

" But I cannot perceive," said Mordaunt, " in 
what you can propose that I should serve them. 
I have but just learned by Bryce the jagger, that , 
this Captain Cleveland is all in all with the ladies 
at Harfra, and with the Udaller himself. I 
would like ill to intrude myself where I am not 
welcome, or to place my home-bred merit in com- 
parison with Captain Cleveland's. He can tell 
them of battles, when I can only speak of birds- 
nests— can speak of shooting Frenchmen, when 

VOL* 1. Q 
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I can only tell of shooting seals— he wears gay 
clothes, and bean a bimve countenance; I am 
pliunly dressed, and plainly nurtured. Sudi gay 
gallants as he can noose the hearts of those he 
lives with, as the fowler nooses the guillemot with 
his rod and line.** 

*^ You do wrong to youmlf,^ replied Noma, 
*< wrong to yoursdf, and greater wrong to Minna 
and Brenda ; and trust not the reports of Bryce 
— Jie is like the greedy chaffer-whale, that will 
change his course and dive for the most petty 
coin which a fisher can cast at hinu Certun it 
is, that if you have been lessened in the opinion 
of Magnus Troil, that sordid fellow hath had 
some share in it. But let him count hb vantage, 
for my eye is upon him.^ 

^^ And why, mother^^ said Mordaunt, ^^ do 
you not tell to Magnus what ybu have told to 

■ 

me?^ 

" Because,*** replied Nm*na, " they who wax 
wise in their own conceit must be taught a bitter 
lesson by experience. It was but yesterday that 
I spoke with Magnus, and what was his reply ? 
— * Good Noma, you grow old.** And this was 



THE PIBATB. S4s3 

spoken by one bounden to me by bo many and 
such close tie»-^by the descendant of the ancient 
Norse earls<-wthis was from Magnus Troil to me ; 
and it was said in behalf of one whom the sea 
flung forth as wreck- weed ! Since he despises the 
counsel of the aged, he shall be taught by that 
of the young ; and well that he is not left to his 
own folly. Go, therefore, to Burgh Westra as 
usually upon the Baptises festival.^ 

^^ I have had no invitation,^ said Mordaunt ; 
^^ I am not wanted, not wished for, not thought 
of— perhaps I shall not be acknowledged if I go 
thither; and yet, mother, to confess the truth, 
thither I had thought to go.'' 

" It was a good thought, and to be cherished,"' 
replied Noma ; " we seek our friends when they 
are sick in health, why not when they are sick in 
mind, and surfeited with prosperity ? Do not fail 
to go— it may be, we shall meet there. Mean- 
while our roads lie diflerent. Farewell, and speak 
not of this meeting." 

They parted, and Mordaunt remained stand- 
ing by the lake, with his eyes fixed on Noma, 
until her tall dark form became invisible among 
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the windings of the valley down which she wan- 
dered, and Mordaunt returned to his father^s 
manaon, determined to follow counsel which cq* 
incided so well with hb own wishes^ 
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CHAPTER Xt. 



^* All your ancient customs, 



And long descended usages, 1*11 change. 
Ye shall not eat nor drink, nor speak nor move^ 
Think, look, or walk, as ye were wont to do ; 
Even your marriage-beds shall know mutation ; 
The bride iOiall have the stock, the groom the wall i 
For all old practice will I turn and diange, 
And call it reformation — marry, ^ill 1 1'* . 

Ti* £vcn that we* re at Oddi^ 

» 

The festal day approached^ and still no invi- 
tation arrived for that guest, without whom, but 
a little 8(pace since, no feast could have been held 
in the island ; while, on the other hand, such re- 
ports as reached them on every side spoke highly 
of the favour which Captain Cleveland enjoyed 
in the family of the old Udaller of Burgh Westra. 
Swertha and the old Ranzelar shook their heads 
at these mutations, and reminded Mordaunt, by 
many a half-hint and inuendo, that he had incur- 
red this eclipse by being so imprudently active 
to secure the safety of the stranger when he lay 
dt th^ mercy of the next wave beneath the cliffs 
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of Sumburgh-head. *^ It is best to let saut water 
take its giut,^ said Swertha ; *^ luck never cai&e 
of crossing it.^ 

<< In troth,^ said the Ranselar, <^ they are wise 
folks that let wave and withy hand their un— 
luck never came of a half-drowned man, or a 
half-hanged ane either. Who was^t shot Will 
Paterson off the Noss ?— "the Dutchman that he 
saved from sinking, I trow. To fling a drown- 
ing man a plank or a tow, may be the part of a 
Christian ; but I 6ay keep hands aff him, if ye 
wad live and thrive free frae his danger.^ 

^< Ye are a wise man, Ranzelar, and a worthy,^ 
echoed Swertha, with a groan, *^ and Jcen how 
and whan to help a ndghbour, as weel as ony 
man that ever drew a net^^ 

<^ In troth, I have seen length of days,^ an- 
swered the Ranzelar, <^ and I have heard what 
the auld folk said to each other anent mc mat- 
ters; and nae jnan in Zetland shall go &rther 
than I will in any Christian service to a man on 
firm land; but if he cry help out of the saut 
waves/that^s another story.** 

And yet, to think of this lad Cleveland 
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Standing in our Master Mordaunfs light,^ said 
Swertha, *^ and with Magnus Troil, that thought 
him the flower of the island but on Whitsunday 
last, and Magnus, too, thaf s both held (when 
he^s ffesdi, honest man) the wisest and wealthiest 
of Zetland."" 

^^ He canna win by it,^ said the Ranzelman, 
with a look of the deepest sagacity. <^ There^s 
whiles, Swertha, that the wisest of us (as I am 
sure I humbly confess mysel) may be little b^(ter 
than gulls, and can no more win by doing d^eds 
of folly than I can step over Sumburgh-head. It 
has been my own case once or twice in my life. 
But we will see soon what ill is to come of all 
this, for good there cannot come."" 

And Swertha answered, with the same tone of 
prophetic wisdom, ^^ Na, na, gude can never 
come on it, and that is ower truly said."" 

These doleful predictions, repeated from time 
to time, had some effect upon Mordaunt. He did 
not indeed suppose, that the charitable action of 
relieving a drowning mau had subjected him, as 
a necessary and fatal consequence, to the unplea- 
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sant circumstances in which he was placed ; yet 
he felt as if a sort of spell were drawn around 
him,' of which he neither understood the nature 
or the extent ;— »that some ppwer, in short, be- 
yond his own controul, was acdng upon his des- 
tiny, and, as it seemed, with no friendly influence. 
His curiouty, as well as his anxiety, was highly 
excited, and be continued detennined, at all events, 
to niake his personal appearance at the approach- 
ing festival, when he was impressed with the be- 
lief that something uncommon was necessarily to 
take place, which should determine his future 
views and prospects in life. 

As the elder Mertoun was at this time in his 
ordinary state of health, it became necessary 
that his son should intimate to him his intended 
visit to Burgh Westra. He did so ; and his fa- 
ther desired to know the especial reason of his 
going thither at this particular time. 

" It is a time of merry-making,^ replied the 
youth; " all the country are assembled.**^ 

<^ And you are doiibtless impatient to add an- 
other fool to the number.— Go-^but beware how 
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you walk in the path which you are about to 
tread — a fall from the cliffs of Foula were not 
more fatal.**^ *^ • 

*' May I ask the reason of your caution, sir ?'' 
replied Mordaunt^ breaking through the reserye 
which ordinarily subsisted betwixt him and his 
singular parent. 

" Magnus Troilj'' said the elder Mertoun, 
*' has two daughter*— you are of the age when 
men look upon such gawds with eyes of affection, 
that they may afterwards learn to curse the day 
that first opened their eyes upon heayen; . I bid 
you beware of them ; for^ as sdre as that death 
and sin came into the world by woman, so sure 
are their sofl words, and softer looks, the utter 
destruction and ruin of all who put faith in them.'" 

Mordaunt had sometimes observed his father's 
marked dishke to the female sex, but had never 
before heard him give vent to it in'terms so de- 
termined and precise. He replied j that the daugh- 
ters of Magnus Troil were no more to him than 
any other females in the islands ; " they were 
even of less importance,^' he said, " for they had 
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broken off their frienckhip with him, without 
ugning any cause.? 

** And you go to seek the r^ewal of it,^ an^ 
swered his father. *^ Silly moth, that hast once 
escaped the taper without singeing thy wings, 
you are not contented with the safe obscurity of 
these wilds, but must hasten back to the flame, 
which is sure at length to consume thee. Why 
should I waste arguments in deterring thee from 
thy inevitable fate ?*^«-Gk> where thy destiny calls 
diee.^ 

On the succeeding day, which was the eve of 
the great festival, Mordaunt set forth on his road 
to Burgh Westra, pondering alternately on the 
injunctions of Noma— on the ominoua words of 
his father-i««on the inauspicious auguries of S wer* 
tha and the Banzelar of Jarlslu^-p^md not with- 
out experiendng that gloom with which so many 
concurring drcumstances of ill omen combined to 
oppress his mind. 

*^ It bodes me but a cold reception at Burgh 
Westra,^ said he; << but my stay shall be the 
shorter. I will but find out whether they have been 
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deceived by this sea-fariiig straHiger, or whether 
they have acted out of pure caprice of temper, 
and love of change of company. If the first be 
the case, I will vindicate my character, and let 
Captain Cleveland look to himself ;—*iif the latter, 
why then, goodnight to Burgh Westra and all 
its inmates,'' 

As he mentally meditated this last alternative, 
hurt pride, and a return of fondness for those to 
whom he supposed he was bidding farewell for 
ever, brought a tear into his eye, which he dash- 
ed off hastily and indignantly, as, mending his 
pace, he continued on his journey. 

The weather being now serene and undisturb- 
ed, Mordaunt made his way with an ease that 
formed a striking contrast to the difficulties which 
he had encountered when he last travelled the 
same rouAe ; yet there was a less pleasing subject 
for comparison, within his own mind. 

^^ My breast,'' he said to himself, << was then 
against the wind, but my heart within was serene 
and ha^y« I would I had now the same care- 
less feditiigs, were they to be bought by batding 
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with the severest storm that ever blew across 
these lonely hills.^ ' 

With such thoughts^ he arrived about noon at 
Harfra, the habitation, as the reader may remem- 
ber, of the ingenious Mr Yfellowley. Oiir traveller 
had, upon the present occasion, taken care to be 
quite independent of the niggardly hospitality of 
this mansion^ which was now become infamous on 
that account through the whole island, by bring- 1^" 
ing with him, in his small knapsack^ such provi- ' 
aons as might have sufficed for a longer journey. 
In courtesy, however, or rather, perhaps, to get 
rid of his own disquieting thoughts, Mordaimt did 
not fail to call at the mansion, which he found in 
singular commotion. Triptolemus himself, in- 
vested with a pair of large jack-b6ots> went clat- 
tering up and down stairs, screaming out ques- 
tions to his sister and his serving-woman Tronda, 
who replied' with shriller and more complicated 
screeches. At length, Mrs Baby herself made 
her appearance, with her venerable jperson invest- 
ed in what was theii called a Joseph, an ample 
garment, which had once been green, biit now. 
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betwixt stiuns and patches, had .become like the 
vesture of the patriarch whose name it bore — a 
1 garment of divers colours. A steepre-crowned 

- hat, the purchase of some long past moment, in. 

I which vanity had got the better of avarice, with 

a feather which had stood as.much wiudahd rain 
as if it had been, part of a sea-mew^s wing, made 
up her eqMippiei^t, save that in her hand she held 
a silver-mounted whip of antique fashion. This 
attire, as well as an air of determined bustle in 
the gait and appearance of Mrs Barbara Ydlow- 
ley, seemed to bespeak that she was prepared to 
take a journey, and cared not, as the saying goes, 
who knew that such was her determination. 
' She was the first that observed Mordaunt on 
his arrival, aud she jgreeted him with a degree of 
mingled emotion. "Be good to us !" she ex- 
claimed, ^< if here is not the canty callant that 
wears yon thing about his neck, and that snap- 
ped up our goose as light as if it had been a 
sandie-lavrock r The admiration of the, gold 
chain, which had formerly made so deep an im- 
pression on her mind, was marked in the first part 
of her speech, the recollection of the untimely 
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fftte of the smoked gooee was bominemorated in 
the seoond clause. ^* I will lay the burthen of 
my life,^ she instantij added, *' that he is gang- 
ing our gate*^ 

^ I am bound for Burgh Westra, Mrs Yellow- 
ley,^ sud Itf ordaunt 

*^ And bhthe will we be of your company,^ 
she added— << if s early day to eat ; but if. you 
liked a bariiey sqone and a drink of bland-*— na« 
thekss, it is ill travelling on a fuU stomach, be- 
»des quelling your appetite for the feast that is 
biding you this day ; for all sort of prodigality 
there will doubtless be.^ 

Mordaunt produced his own stores, and, ex- 
plaining that he did not lore to be burthensome 
to them on this second occaaon, invited them to 
partake of the provisions he had to offer. Poor 
Triptolemus, who seldom saw half so good a din- 
ner as his guest^s luncheon, threw himself uponthe 
good cheer, like Sancbo on the scum of Camacho^s 
kettle, and even the lady herself could not resist 
the t^nptation, though she gave way to it with 
more moderation, and with something like a sense 

of shame. ^^ She had let the fire out,'' she said, 

u 



t' 



THE FIRATE. S55 

^^ for it was a pity wasting fuel in so cold a 
country, and so she had not thpught of getting 
any thing ready, as they were to set out so soon ; 
and so she could not but say, that the young 
gentleman^s nacket looked very good ; and bendes, 
she had some curiosity to see whether the folks 
in this country cured their beef in the same way 
they did in the north of Scotland/' Under which 
combined considerations. Dame Baby made a 
hearty experiment on the refreshmoits which 
thus unexpectedly presented themselves. 

When their extemporary repast was finished, 
the factor became solicitous to take the road ; and 
now Mordaunt discovered, that the alacrity with 
which he had been received by Mistress Baby 
was not altogether disinterested. Neither she nor 
th6 learned Triptolemus felt much disposed to 
commit themselves to the wilds of Zetland, with- 
out the assistance of a guide; and although they 
could have commanded the assistance of one of 
their own labouring fdlks, yet the cautious agri- 
culturist observed, that it would be losing at 
least one day's work ; and his sister multiplied 
his apprchen^ons by echoing hack, *^ One day^s 



^ 



•%'• '•■ 



^56 THE PI&ATK^ 

work ?— ye may weel say twenty— for, set ane of 
their noses within the smell of a kidl-pot, and 
their lugs within the sound of a fiddle, and whistle 
them back if ye can.^ 

Now the fortunate arrival of Mordaunt^in the 
very nick of time, not to mention- the good cheer 
which he brought with him, made him as wel- 
come as any one could, possibly be to a thpesh- 
liold, which, on all ordinary occasions, abhorred 
the passage of a guest ; nor was Mr Yellowley 
altogether insensible of the pleasure he promised 
himself in detailing his plans of improvement to 
* his young companion, and enjoying what his fate 
seldom assigned him—- the company of a patient 
and admiring listener. 

As the factor and his sister were to prosecute 
their journey on horseback, it only remained to 
mount their guide and companion — a thing easi- 
ly accomplished, where there are such numbers 
of shaggy, long-backed, short-legged ponies run- 
ning wild upon the extensive moors, which are 
the common pasturage for the cattle of every 
township,- where shelties, geese, swine, goats, 
sheep, and little Zetland cows, are turned out 

14 
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promiscuously, and often in numbers whiph can 
obtain but precarious t^ubsisteoce hem the qig^ 
gard vegetation. There is, indeed, a right of im 
dividual property in nU these anioiak, wliich are 
branded or tattooed by each owner with his own 
peculiar mark ; but when any passenger has oc- 
casional use for a poney, he never scruples to lay 
hold of the first which he can ciitcb, puts on a 
baiter, and, having rode him as far as he finds 
eonvaoi^nty turii^s tbe animal loose to find his way 
back again as he best can<^-^ matter in which die 
ponies are sufficiently sagacious. 

Although this general exeriqise of property was 
(^e of thiB enormitii^ which in due time the fac- 
tor intended t^ ah^Ush> yet, like a wise man, he 
scrupled not, in the .inefUntinie, to ^vail himself , of 
so general a practice, which, b^e condescended to 
allow, was particularly qonvement for those who, 
(as chanced tp be his own present ciu^e,) bad no 
ponies of their ow;n op which tbj^r i^ighbours 
could retaliate. Tbriee sheiltieii) .therdfpa^, werf 
procuced from the ^HrrrlM^Ie sbagg^ ^^v^sfUjf 
morerescanbling wild.beass tii|§|i:any t^ing^pf jl^p 
horse t»ibe, yet poafsossed of 0^9 §c^ SvSf^ 9^ 
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Strength ancF ftpirit^ and aBIe to endure as mnchf 
fatigue and indifferent usage as- any creatures inr 

» 

the world. 

Two of these horses were alr^dy provided 
and fully accoutred for the journey. Oneofthenr, 
destined to bear the fair person df Mistress Baby^ 
was decorated with a huge side*sad<fie of Tene*" 
rable antiquity— -a mass, as it were, <^ cushieo 
and padding, from which depended, on all sides^ 
a houang of ancient tapestry, which, having been 
originally intended for a horse of ordinary »ze, 
covered up the diminutive palfrey over whom it 
vras spread, from the ears to the tail, and from 
the shoulder to the fetlock, leaving nothing v»»* 
ble but its head, which looked fiercely out from 
these enfoldments, like the heraldric representa** 
tion of a lion looking out of a bush. Mordaunt 
gallantly lifted up the fair Mistress Yellowley, 
and, at the expence of very slight exertion, placed 
her upon the summit of her mountainous saddle. 
It is probable, that, on feeling herself thus squi« 
red and attended upon, and experiencing the long 
unwonted consciousness that she was attired in 
lier best array, some thoughts dawned upon Mis- 
tress Baby^s mind, which chequered, for an in« 
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staifit, those habitual ideas about thrift, that form- 
ed the daily and all-engrossing occupation of 
her souL She glanced her eye upon her faded 
Joseph) and on the long housings of her saddle^ 
as she observed, with a smile, to Mordaunt, that 
.*' travelling was a pleasant thing in fine weather 
and agreeable company, if,^ she added, glancing 
a look at a place where the embroidery was some- 
what frayed and tattered, <^ it was not sae waste- 
ful to ane^s horse-furniture.^ 

Meanwhile, her brother stepped stoutly to his 
steed; and as he chose, notwithstanding the se- 
renity of the weather, to throw a long red cloak 
over his other garments, his poney was even more 

• 

completely enveloped in drapery than that of his 
sister. It happened, moreover, to be an animal 
of an high and contumacious spirit, bouncing and 
curvetting occasionaUy under the weight of Tiip- 
tolemus, with a yivacity which, notwithstanding 
his Yorkshire descent, rather deranged him in 
the saddle ;— ^mbcds which, as the palfrey itself 
was not visible, except upon the strictest inspec- 
tion, had, at a little distance, an ejSect as if they 
were the voluntary movements of the cloaked ca* 
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valier, without the assistance of any oth^r legs 
than diose with which nature had provided him ; 
and, to any wha had viewed TViptolemas under 
such a persuasion, the gravity, and even distress, 
announced in his countenance, must have made a 
ridiculous contrast to the vivacious caprioles ^th 
which he piaffed along the moor. 

Mordaunt kept up with this worthy couple, 
mounted, according to the simplicity of the time 
and country, on the first and readiest poney which 
they had been able to press into tb6 service, with 
no other accoutrement of any kind than the hal- 
ter which served to guide hkn ; While Mir Yel- 
lowley, seeing with pleasure his guide thus rea^ 
dily provided with a steed, privfetely resolved, 
that this rude ciustom of helping travelkte io 
horses, without leave of the proprietor, should 
not be abated in Z^tland^ until he «lllfie to possess 
a herd of ponies belonging in property to hiiflself, 
and exposed to suil^r in the way df retaliation. 

But to other uses or abuses of the country, 
Triptolenius Yellowley shewed himself less to- 
lerant. Long and wearisome were the discotfrses 
he held with Mordaunt, or, (to ^peak mudi more 



correctly,) the biuraogiies which be ipjQiQted upqn 
him, concerning the changes which bis own ad- 
vent in these tides was about to occasion. Un- 
skilled as he was in the mpdem arts by iiirhich an 
estate may be improved to such a b^gh degree that 
it shall altogether slip through the proprietor's fin- 
gers, Triptolemus bad at least thp ze^, if not tbp 
knowledge, of a whole agricultural sopiety in his 
own person ; nor was he surpassfed by any who 
has followed him, in that noble spirit which ^coms 
to balance profit against outlay, but holds the 
glory of effecting a great change on the face of 
the land, to be, like virtue, in a great degree its 
own reward. 

No paii; of the wild and mountunous region 
over which Mordaunt guided him but what sug- 
gested to his active imagination some scheme of 
improvement and alteration. He would make a 
road through yon scarce passable glen, where at 
present nothing but the sure-footed creatures on 
which they were mounted could tread with any 
safety. He vould substitute better houses for 
the skeoes, or sheds built of dry stones, in which 
the inhabitants ^iiired or manufactured their fish 
—they should brew goQ4 ale jn$tead of Inland — 
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they should plant forests where tree qever grew, 
and find mines of treasure where aDanish skillihg 
' was accounted a coin of a most respectable deno- 
mination. All these mutations, with many others, 
did the worthy factor resolve upon, peaking at 
the same time with the utmost confidence of the 
countenance and assistance which he was to re- 
ceive from the higher classes, and especially from 
Magnus Troil. 

" I will impart some of my *deas to the poor 
man,^ he said, ** before we are both many hours 
older ; and yoi; will mark how grateful hei will 
be to the man who brings him knowledge, whidi 
is better than wealth,^ 

** I would not have ybii build too stroiigly on 
that," S5ud Mordaunt, by way of caution ; " Mag-^ 
nus TroiVs boat is kittle to trim-^he likes his 
own ways, and his country-ways, and you will as 
soon teach your sheltie to dive like a sealgh, as 
bring Magnus to take a Sjcottish fashion in the 
place of a Norse one ; — and yet, if he is steady to 
his old customs, he may perhaps be as change- 
able as anotlier in his old friendships.'*^ 

" Hetis tu, inepte P swd the scholar of Saint 
Andrews, " steady or unsteady, what can it mat- 



ter ?— am not I here in point of trust, and in ppin^ 
of power ? and shall aFowde, by whipk l^barovis 
appellative this Magnus Troil still call^ hipsel^ 
presume to measure judgment and yr^gh reasons 
/with me, who represent the full dignity of the 
,Chamberlain of the islands of Orkney and Zet- 
land?^ 

'^ Still,^ said Mordaunt, f^ I would advise you 
not to advancie. too rashly upon his prejudices. 
Magnus Trcal^ from the hour of his birth to this 
day, never saw a greater man than himself, and 
it is dif&cult to bridle an old horse for the first 
time. Be^des, he has at no time in his life been 
a patient listener to long explanations, jbo it is 
poissible that be may quarrel with your proposed 
reformation, before you can convince hiin of its 
advantages*^ 

*' How mean you, young man ?" said the fac- 
tor.-— ^' Is there one who dwells, in these islands^ 
who is so wretchedly bUnd as not to be sensible 
of their deplorable defects ? Can a man,^ he add- 
ed, rising into enthusiasm as he spoke, <^ oi^ 
even a beast, look at that thing there, which they 
have the impudence to call a corn-mill, without 
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Irembli^ to Uiink that corti ihould be entrusted 
to 0uch a ttibetlBiUe molendinary P The wretches 
are obliged to hare at least fifty in each parish, 
wdi truodlil^g away upon its paltry niiU««tone, 
Wilder the thatch of a roof no bigger than a bee- 
-atcep, instead of a noble and seeo^ly baron^s mil), 
that you would hear the clack of througli thti 
ImuU country ( and that cmts the meal through 
the niill'>«ye by focpits at a time,^ 

'< Ay^ ay> brotfaer^^ said his sbter, << that's 
apoken like your wise sell* The aaair oost the 
mair hdnour«-*4lia08 your word eret mair. Can 
it no creep into your wise head, man, that ilka 
body grinds thett ain nkvirfu^ of meal, in this 
oountry, without plaguing diemsetves about bfr- 
lon^s asiUs, and tliirJs, and sucken, and the like 
trade ? How mony a time have I heard you bell* 
the^^at widi auld Edie Happer^ the miller at 
Grindlebum^ and wi^ bis Tery knave tdo, about 
ill-^wn and oot^town miiltures^oek^ gewpen, 
and kdaVeship, nid•a^tlle lave o^t; md nww naliA 
d>ing less will serve you than to bring in the 
very same fuhcty on ^ wiieen ^puil: bodi^S) tka$ 
big 3k ane a miU for tfaemseftveS) aic tt it is."" 
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<< Dinna tell me of gowpen and knaveabip r 
exclaimed the indignant agriculturist; ^^ bet- 
ter pay the half the grist to the miller, to have 
the rest grund in a Christian manner, than put 
good gmin into a baim^s whirligig. Look at it 
fer a moment, Baby«— Kde still, ye cursed imp T 
This interjection was applied to his poney, which 
began to be extremdy impatient, while its rider 
interrupted his journey, to pcxnt out all the weak 
p(Mnts of the Zetland mill*—*^ look at it, I say-»~ 
it^s just one degree better than a hand-quern«««i 
it has neither wheel nor trindie— -neither cog nor 
happer— Bide still, th^e^s a canny beast — it dan* 
na grind a l»ckerfu^ of meal in a quarter of an 
hour, and that will be mair like a mash for horse 
than a meltith for man^s use-^Wherefore-— Bidie 
still, I say— wherefore— wherefore— The ddPs in 
the beast, and nae good, I think !^— - 

As he uttered the last words, the sheltie, which 
had pranced and curvetted for some time with 
much impaticiice, at length got its head betwixJb 
its legs, and at once canted its rider into the little 
ritvul^, w4iioh served to drive the dq3rectated 
engine he was «iirv«ying4 then eiaaiiicipaUng ttr 
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self from the folds of the cloak^ fled back towards 
its own wilderness, neighing in scorn, and fling- 
ing out its heels at every five yards. 

Laughing heartily at his disaster, Mordaunt 
helped the old man to arise; while his sister 
sarcastically congratulated him on having fallen 
rather into the shallows of a Zetland rivulet than 
the depths of a Scottish mill-pond. Disdaining 
to reply to this sarcasm, Triptolemus, so soon as 
he had recovered his legs, shaken his ears, and 
found that the folds of his cloak had saved him 
from being much wet in the scanty streamlet, ex- 
claimed aloud, ^* I will have cussers from Lan- 
arkshire— brood mares from Ayrshire-— I will not 
have one of these cursed abortions left on the 
islands, to break honest folks^ necks-— I say. Ba- 
by, I will rid the land of them.^ 

** Ye had better wring your ain cloak, Tripto- 
lemus,^ answered Baby. 

Mordaunt meanwhile was employed in catch- 
ing another poney, from a herd which strayed at 
some distance ; and, having made a halter out o£ 
twisted rushes, he seated the dismayed agricul- 
turist in safety upon a more quiet, though less 

18 
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acUve p<mey, than thajb which he had at first be- 
strode. 

But Mr Yellowley^s fall had operated as a con- 
aderable sedative upon his spirits, and, for the 
full space of five miles^ travel, he said scarce a 
word, leaving full course to the melancholy aspi- 
rations and lamentations which his sister Baby 
bestowed on the old bridle, which the poney had 
carried off in its flight, and which, she observed, 
after haidng lasted for eighteen years come Mai;- 
tinmas, might be now considered as a cast-ar-way 
thing. Finding she had thus the field to herself, 
the old lady launched forth into a lecture upon 
economy, according to her own idea of that vir- 
tue, which seemed to include a system of priva- 
tions, which, though observed with the sole pur- 
pose of saving money, might, if undertaken upon 
other principles, have ranked high in the history 
of a religious ascetic. 

She was but little interrupted by M ordaunt, 
who, conscious he was now on the eve of ap- 
proaching Burgh Westra, employed himself ra- 
ther in the task of anticipating the nature of 
th^ reception he was about to meet with there 
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from two beautiful young women, than with the 
prosing of an old one, however wisely she might 
prove that small-beer was inore wholesome than 
strong ale ; and that if her brother had bruised 
his ankle-bone in his tumble, cumfrey and butter 
was better to bring him round agun, than all the 
doctor^s drugs in the world. 

But now the dreary moorlands, over which 
their path had hitherto lain, were exchanged for 
a more pleasant prospect, opening on a salt-wa- 
,ter lake, or arm of the sea,, which ran up far 
inland, and was surrounded by flat and fertile 
ground, producing crops better than the expe- 
rieneed eye of Triptolemus Yellowley had as 
yet witnessed in Zetland. In the midst of this 
Goshen ^ood the mansion of Burgh- Westra^ 
screened from the north and east by a ridge of 
heathy hills which lay behind it, and commanding 
an interesting prospect of the lake and its parent 
ocean, as well as the islands, and more distant 
mountains. From the mannon itself, as well as 
from almost every cottage in the adjacent ham- 
let, arose sudb a rich cloud of vapoury smoke, as 
shewed, that the preparations for the festival 
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were not confined to the principal residence of 
Magnus himself, but extended through the whole 
vicinage. 

" My certie,^ said Mistress Baby Yellowley, 
*^ ane wad think the haill town was on fire ! The 
very hill-side smells of their wastefulness, and a 
hungry heart wad scarce seek better kitchen to a 
barley scone, than just to waft it in the reek that^s 
rising out of yon lums.'* 
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CHAPTER XII. 



-Tbou hast described 



A hot friend cooling. Ever note, Ludlius, 
When love begins to sicken and decay, 
It useth an enforced ceremony. 
There are no tricks in plain and simple faith. 

Julius Ccetar, 



If the smell which was wafted from the chim- 
nies of Burgh- Westra up to the barren hills by 
which the mansion was surrounded, could, as 
Mistress Barbara opined, have refreshed the hun- 
gry, the noise which proceeded from thence might 
have given hearing to the deaf. It was a med- 
ley of all sounds, and all connected with jollity 
and kind welcome. Nor were the sights connect- 
ed with them less animating. 

Troops of friends were seen in the act of arri- 
ving — ^their dispersed ponies flying to the moors 
in every direction, to recover their own pastures 
in the best way they could ;— such, a3 we havie al- 
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ready said, being the usual mode of drscharging 
the cavalry which had been levied for a day's ser- 
vice. At a small but commodious harbour, con-* 
nected with the hoiisie and hamlet, tho^ visitors 
were landing from their boats, who, living in 
distant islands, and along the coast, had prefer- 
red making their journey by sea. Pausing fre- 
quefttly to greet each other, Mordaunt aAd bis 
eompaniotiis might see each p^ty strolling on suc- 
cessively to the house, whose ever open gate re- 
ceived them alternately in such numbers, that it 
seemed the extent of the mansion, though suited 
to the opulence and hospitality of th^ owner, was 
scarce, on this occasion, sufficient for the guests* 
Amongst the confused sounds of mirth and 
Welcome which arose at the entrance of each new 
company, Mordaunt thought he could distin^ 
guish the loud laugh and hearty salutation of the 
sire of the mansion, and began to feel more deep^ 
]y than before, the anxious doubt, whether that 
cordial reception, which was distributed so free« 
ly to aU others, would be on this occasion ex- 
tended to him. As they came on, they beard 
the voluntary* scr^^ings and bravura effusions 
of tlie gallant fiddlers, who impatiently flung 
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Already (tcm their bows those souads with which 
they were to anioaate the evening. The clamour 
o£ the cook^s assistants, and the loud scolding 
tones of the cook himself, were also to be beard 
-rHsounds of dissonance at any other time, bu4 
which, subdued with otfa^s, and by cert^n hap^ 
py assodations, form no disi^reeoble part of the 
full chorus which always precedes a rural feast. 
Meanwhile, the guests advanced, f<^l each of 
their own thoughts. Mordauii^f s we have abea^k 
dy noticed. Baby was wnqpt up in the metnU'^ 
duaiy grief and surjHri$e excked by .the ppi^tive 
GOBvicti<ni» tihat so much victuals had b^n ^P^k? 
edat onee as wiere necessary to feed aU th^>n>o|ilha 
which wiene clamouring aroimd her«-^a enpniii- 
ty of expenoe, which, tfaou^ she was no way epiw 
cerned m hearing it, affected her norv^, m lihe 
b^olding a maasacre iwovdd iouph tbose rof the 
mostindiffereait ^q^ectalor, howe^r well ^t^^o^^ 
0f:lns own personal aalety. fibeisick^aed,iQshf)irjt, 
at the fiflght jof :so miK^ e^trafrngance, lihe ^ya* 
sinian S^uce, when be saiw the luiekless min^lrela 
of Gondar hacked ito pieces iyy t}» ^d^ of .A«9 
Micliai^L As ftr hoi* lu*olher, th^ heh^ lapw^-* 

IS 
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riVed wbere the rude aiid antiiq[ue instruxo^Dts of 
Zetland agriculture ky seatta^ed in the usual 
confusion of a Scottish batn^yard^ hk thoughts 
wtsre dt once engrossed in the deficiendies of the 
one-stilted plough-:-K>f the iwiscar^ with which 
they dig peats--of the sledges, on which they 
transport commodities-^-of all and every thii^^ in 
short, in Which the usages of th^ ialaads differed 
fromthatof the midn land of Scotland; The sight 
of tlsese imperf^t instrufnents stirred the blobd 6{ 
Triptolemos Yellowley, as that of the bbld war- 
rior rises at seeing the arms and infsignia of the 
enemy with whom he is about to combat ; audi 
faithful to his hi^ enlprize, he thought less of 
the hunger which his jourujey had occasicmed, al« 
though about to be satisfied by such a dinner as 
rarely fell to his lot, than Upon the task which 
he had undertaken, of civilizing the manners^ and 
improving the cultivation, of Zetland. 

<^ Jaeta est aka^ he muttered to himself, 
<< this very day shall prove whether the Zetland* 
ers are worthy of our labours, or whether their 
minds are as incapabk of cultivation as their 
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peat-mosses. Yet let us be cautious, and watch 
the soft time of speech. I feel, by my own ex« 
perienoe, that it were best to let the body, in its 
present state, take the place of the mind. A 
mouthful of that same roast beef, which smells 
so delicfttdy, will form an apt introduction to my 
grand plan for improving the breed of stock.^ 

By this time the visitors had reached the low 
but ample front of Magnus TroiPs re»dence, 
which seemed of various dates, w^th laige and ill- 
contrived additions^ hastily adapted tothe original 
building, as the increasing estate, or enlarged fa- 
mily, of successive proprietors, appeared to each 
to demand. Beneath a low,broad, and laige porch, 
supported by two huge carved posts, once the head- 
cmaments of vessds which had found shipwreck 
ijpon the ooastj stood Magnus himself, intent on 
the hospitable toll of receiving and welcoming the 
numerous guests who successively approached. 
liSs strong portly figure was well adapted to the 
dress which he wore—a blue coat of an antique 
cut, lined with scarlet, and laced and looped with 
gold down the seams and button-holes, and along 
the ample cuffs. Strong iand masculine features. 
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rendered ruddy and brown by frequ6nt exposure 
to severe weather — a quantity of most venerable 
silver hair, which fell in unshorn profusion from 
under his gold-laced hat, and Was carelessly tied 
with a ribband behind, expressed at once his ad- 
vanced age, his hslsty, yet well-conditioned tem- 
per, aiid his robust constitution. As our travel- 
ki^ approached him, a shade of displeasure seem- 
ed to cross his brow, and to interrupt for an in- 
stant the honest and hearty burst of hilarity with 
which he had been in the act of greeting all prior 
arrivals. When he approlu^hed Triptolemus Yel- 
iowley, he drew himself up, so as to mix, as it 
wer^e, some share of the stately importance of the 
opulent Udaller with the welcome afforded by 
the. frank aiid hospitable landlord* 

" You are welcome, Mr Yellowley," was his 
address to the factor ; ^< you are welcome to 
Westm^^^the wind had blown you on a rough 
coast, and we that ai^ the natives must be kind 
to you as we can. This, I believe, is your sister 
— Mistress Barbara Yellowley, permit me the 
honour of a neighbourly salute.^ — ^Aiid so say- 
ing, with a daring and self-devoted courtesy. 
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whidi would find no equal in our degenerate 
days, he actually ventured to salute the withered 
cheek of the spinstress, who relaxed so much of 
her usual peevishness of expression, as to receive 
the courtesy with something which approached 
to a smile. He then looked full at Mordaunt 
Mertoun, and, without offering his hiemd, sud, 
in a tone somewhat broken by suppressed agita- 
tion, ** You too are welcome. Master Mordaunt.'" 

'' Did I not think so,^ s^d Mordaunf, natu- 
rally offended by the coldness of his hosf s man- 
ner, ** I had not been here— and it is not yet too 
late to turn back."** 

" Young man,'' replied Mi^us, **you know 
better than most, that from these doore no man 
can turn, without an offence to their owner. I 
pray you, disturb not my guests by your ill-timed 
scruples. When Magnus Troil says welcome, all 
axe welcome who are within hearing of his voice, 
and it is an indifferent loud one.-^Walk on, my 
worthy gucisits^ and let us see what chcfer my lasses 
can make you within doors.'' 

So saying, and taking care to make his man- 
net so general to the whole party, that llf infdaunt 
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should not be able to impropriate any particular 
portion of the welcome to himself, nor yet to com- 
plain of b^ng excluded from all share in it, the 
Udaller ushered the guests into his house, where 
t^o large outer rooms, which, on the present oc- 
caxipn^ served the purpose of a modern saloon, 
were ahready crowded with guests of every de- 
ncription. 

The furniture was sufficiently simple, and had 
a character peculiar to the situation of these stormy 
islands. Magnus Troil was, indeed, like most of 
the higher class of Zetland proprietors, a friend 
to the distressed traveller, whether by sea or land, 
^d had repeatedly exerted his whole authority 
in protecting the property and persons of ship, 
wrecked mariners ; yet so frequent were wrecks 
upon that tremendous coast, and so many unap- 
propriated articles were constantly flung ashore, 
that the interior of the house bore sufficient wit- 
ness to the ravages of the ocean, and to the ex- 
ercise of those rights which the lawyers term 
FloUome and Jetsome. The chairs, which were 
arranged around the walls, were such as are used 
in cabins, and many of them were of foreign con- 



278 THE PIKATE. 

struction ; the mirrors and cabinets, which were- 
placed against the walls for ornament or conre-; 
nience, had, it was plain from their form, been 
constructed for ship-board, and one or two of the 
latter were of strange and unknown wood. Even 
the partition which sepai^ted the two apartments, 
seemed constructed out of the bulk-heads of some 
large vessel, clumsily adapted to the service which 
it at present performed, by the labour of some na- 
tive joiner. To a stranger, these evident marks and 
tokens of human misery might, at the first glance, 
form a contrast with the scene of mirth with which 
they were now associated ; but to the natives, the 
association was so familiar, that it did not for a 
moment interrupt the course cxf their glee. 

To the younger paft of these revellers the pre- 
sence of Mordaunfwas like a fresh charm of en- 
joyment. All came around him to marvel at his 
absence, and all, by their repeated inquiries, plain- 
ly shewed that they conceived it had been entirely 
voluntary on his side. The youth felt that this 
general acceptation relieved his anxiety on one 
painful point. Whatever prejudice the family of 
Burgh Westra might have adopted respecting 
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him, it must be of a private nature ; a|id at least 
he had not the additional piun of finding that he 
was depreciated in the eyes of society at large ; 
and his vindication, when he found opportunity 
to make one, would not require to be extended 
beyond the circle of a single family. This was 
consoling ; though his heart still throbbed with 
anxiety at the thought of meeting with his estran-. 
ged, but still beloved friends. Laying the excuse 
of his absence on his father^s state of health, 
he made his way through the various groupes 
of friends and guests, each of whom seemed wUl- 
ing to detain him as long as possible, and having 
got rid of his travelUng companions, who at first 
9tuck fiistas burs, by presenting them to one 6r 
two families of consequence, he reached at length 
the door of a small apartment, which, opening 
from one of the large exterior rooms we have 
mentioned, Minna and Brenda had been permit- 
ted to fit up. after their own taste, and to call their 
peculiar property, 

Mordaunt had contributed no small share of 
the invention and mechanical execution employ- 
ed in fitting up this favourite apartt3dent, aild in 
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disposing its cmaw^ats. It wa«^ indeed^ dunsg 
his last lieadence at Burgh Westrs, as free to his 
antrsiKe and ooaupation^ as to its proper mis- 
tresaes* Bat iiow> so much were times altered, 
tha/t be remained with bis fingier on the latch, un- 
cexUmi whether he should take the freedom to 
draw it, until Brend«*s voice pronounced the 
iifords ^ Co<ne in then,^ in the tone of one who is 
interrupted by an unwelcome disturber, who is to 
be heard and dispatched with all the speed pos- 
sible. 

At this signal, Mertouu entered the fanciful 
cabinet of the asters, whidi, by the addition 
of maay onwnents, including some articles of 
ocmsideraUe value, had been fitted up f<x the ap- 
proaching festival The daughters of Magnus, 
at the mom^t of Mordaunt^ entrance^ were seat- 
ed in deep oonsultadon with the stranger Cleve- 
land, and with a little slight^made old man, whose 
eye retiuned all the vivacity of spirit, which had 
supported him under the thousand vi<nssitudes of 
a changeful and precarious life, and which, accom- 
panying him in his dd age, rendeied his grey 
hairs less awfully reverend perhaps, but not less 
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beloved, than would a more grave and lew imi^ 
native expression of eount^ance and character* 
There was ev^n a paietrating abrewdne as mingled 
in the look of curioeity, with which, as he stepped 
tar an instant aside, he seemed to watch the meet- 
ing of Mordaunt with the two lovely sisters. 

The reception the youth met with resembled, in 
^neral character, that ifhich he had experienced 
from Magnudiimself ; but the maidens could not 
so well cover their sense of the change of circum- 
stances under which they met* Both blushed, as 
rising, and without extending the hand, far less of- 
fering the cheek, as the fashion of the times p^- 
mitted,and almost exacted, they paid to Mordaunt 
the salutation due to an ordinary acquaintance. 
But the blush of the elder was one of those tran- 
sient evidenees of flitting emotion, that vanish as 
fast as the passing thought which excites them. 
In an instant she stood before Mordaunt cahn 
and cold, returning, with guarded and cautious 
courtesy, the usual civilities, which, with a faul- 
teriog voice, Mordaunt endeavoured to present to 
her. The emotion of Brenda bore, externally at 
least, a deeper and more agitating character. Her 
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blush extended m&t eveiy part of her beauuful 
diin which her dress pennitted to be visible, 111^* 
duding her slender neck, and the upper re^n of 
a finely formed bosom. Neither did she evtai at^ 
tempt to reply to what share of his confused com- 
pliment McHrdaunt addressed to her in particular, 
but regarded him with eyes, in which displeasure 
was evidently mingled with feelings of regret, and 
recollections of former times. Mordaunt felt, as 
it were, assured upon the instant, that the regard 
of Minna was extinguished, but that it might be 
yet possible to recover that of the milder Brenda ; 
and such is the waywardness of human fancy, 
that though he had never hitherto made any dis- 
tinct diflerence betwixt these two beautiful and 
interesting girls, the favour of her, which seemed 
most absolutely withdrawn, became at die mo- 
ment the most interesting in his eyes. 

He was disturbed in these hasty reflections by 
Cleveland, who advanced, with military frank- 
ness, to pay. his > compliments to^ his preserver, 
having only delayed long enough to permit the 
exchange of the ordinary salutation betwixt the 
visitor and the ladies of the family. He ipade 
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bis apjH'oach wi& so good a grace, that it was 
itspossible for Motdaunt, although he dated th^ 
loss (^ favour at Burgh Westra from this stran- 
ger^s appearance on the coast, and domestication 
in the family, to do less than return his advances 
as courtesy demanded, accept his thanks with an 
appearance of satisfaction, and hope that his time 
had past pleasantly since their last meeting. 

Cleveland was about to answer, when he was 
anticipated by the little old man, formerly noti- 
ced, who now, thrusting himself forward, and 
seizing Mordaunf s hand, kissed him on the fore- 
head; and then at the same time echoed and 
answered Ins question— ^^ How passes lime at 
Burgh Westra ? Was it you that asked it, my 
prince of the cliff and of the scaur ? How should 
it pass; but with all the wings that beauty and 
joy can add to help its flight I* 

^^ And wit and song, too, my good old fiiend,^ 
said Mordaunt, half-serious, haif-jesting, as he 
shook the old jnan cordially by the hand.— 
** These cannot be wanting, where Claud Hakro 
comes r 



mttumMmM I 1 



5184 THE PIIIATS. 

•< Jeer me not, Moffdaunt, my good lad,^ re. 
plied the old man ; ^< When your fopt ia a« slQir 
as mine, your wit frozen, and your aoog out of 
tune "" 

*^ How can you belie yourself, my good mas- 
t^ ?^ answered Mordaunt, who was not unwilling 
to avail himself of his old fiiend'^s peculiarities to 
introduce something like conversation, break the 
awkwardness of this singular meeting, and gtdn 
tinne for observation, ere requiring an explanation 
of the chaogjs of conduct which the family seem- 
ed tp b&ve adopted towards him. << Say not so,^ 
he continued. ^^ Time, my old friend, lays his 
band lightly on the bard. I{ave I not heard 
you say, the ppfet partakes the inuqprtality of 
the aong? a^d surely the gtfi^ English poet^ 
you used to teU us of, w^is elder th^n yourseU 
when he pulled the bow-oar amoiig all the wits 
of liondon.^ 

This alluded to a story which was, as the 
French term it, Halcro^s cheml de boHaille^ and 
any allusion to which was certain at once to place 
him in the saddle, and to push his hobby-horse 
into full care^. 
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His laughing eye kindled with a sort of en« 
thusiasm, which the ordinary folks of this world 
might have called crazed, while he dashed into 
the subject which he best loved to talk upon. 
** Alas, alas ! my dear Mordaunt Mertourb— eol- 
ver is silver, and waxes not dim by use—and 
pewter is pewter, tind grows the longer the dull- 
er. It is not for -poor Claud Halcro to name 
himself in the same twelvemonth with the im- 
mortal John Dryden. True it is, as I may have 
told you before, that I have seen that great man, 
nay I have been in the Wits' Coffee-house, as it 
was then called, and had once a pinch out of his 
own very snuff-box. I must have told you all 
how it happened, but here is Ci^tain ClevMand 
who never heard it.— I lodged, you must know, 
in Russel-street. I question not but you know 
Russel-street, CoVent-Garden, Captain Cleve- 
land P'* 

<< I should know its latitude pretty Well, Mr 
Halcro,'' said the Captain, smiling; << but I be^ 
lieve you mentioned the circumstance yesterday, 
and be£ddes we have the day's duty in hand—you 
must play us this song which We are to study." 
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<< It will not serve the turn now,^ said Halcro, 
<< we must think of something that will take in 
our dear Mordaunt, the first voice in the island, 
whether for a part or solo. I will never be he 
will touch a string to you, unless Mordaunt Mer- 
toun is to help us out— What say you, my fair- 
est Night ?-— what think you, my sweet Dawn of 
Day ?^ he added, addresang the young women, 
upon whom, as we have said elsewhere, he had 
long before bestowed these allegorical names. 

<< Mr Mordaunt Mertoun,^ said Minna, ** has 
come too late to be of our band on diis occasion 
<— it is our misfortune, but it cannot be helped.^^ 

« How ? what ?"* said Halcro, hastily—" too 
late— and you have practised together all your 
lives— take my word, my bonny lasses, that old 
tunes are sweetest, and old friends surest. Mr 
Cleveland luu H fine bass, that must be allowed; 
but I would have you trust for the first effect to 
one ci the twenty' fine airs! you .can sing where 
Mordaunf^s tenor; j<nns so w^Ui^ith your own 
witchery-o^here is my lovely Day approves of the 
change' in b^heart.^ 

f^ You were never in your life more mistaken, 

3 
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father Halcro,^ said Brenda, her cheeks again 
reddening, more with displeasure, it seemed, than 
with shamd. 

** Najj but how is this ?^ said the old man, 
pausing, add looking at them alternately. ^' What 
have we got here ?— a cloudy night and a red 
morning P-p-that betokens rough weather — What 
means all this, young women ?-^where lies the 
offence ?-^In me^ I fear ; for the blame is always 
laid upon the oldest when young folks like you 
go by the ears.^ 

** The blame is not with you, father Halcro," 
said Minna, rising, and taking her sister by the 
arm, ** if indeed there be blame any where." 

<< I should fear then, Minna," said Mordaunt, 
endeavouring to soften hjs tone into one of in- 
different pleasantry, *^ that the new comer haa 
brought the offence along with him." 

« When no offence is taken," replied Minna, 
with her usual gravity, " it matters not by whom 
such may have been offered." 

*^ Is it possible, Minna !" exclaimed Mordaunt, 
^> and is it you who speak thus to me ?— *And you 
too, Brenda, can you too judge so hardly of me. 
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yet without permftting me one moment of hoB^H 
and frank explanation f" 

" Those who should know best,^ answered 
Brenda, in a low but decisive tone of voice, ^^ have 
told us their pleasure, and it must be done.-— Siiau 
ter, I think we have staid too long here^ and will 
be wanted elsewhere— -Mr Mertoun will excuse 
us on so busy a day."** 

The sisters linked their arms together. Halcro 
in vain endeavoured to stop them, making, at the 
same time, a theatrical gesture, and exclaiming, 

" Now^ Day and Nighty but this is wondrous strange !" 

Then turned to Mord^unt MeHoun, and &dded> 
-— << The girls are possessed with the ^irit of 
mutability, shewing, a| our master Spenser well 
saith, that 

' Among all living cveati&MS^ more dr lesse^ 
Change stUi doUi reigiii^ and keq^ the greater j^ay/' 

Captain Cleveland,^ he contimied, *^ hatiw you 
any thing that has happened to put thesf^ two ju* 
venile graces out of tuiie ?" 

^* He will lose his reckoning,^ answer^ Cleve- 
land, << that spends time in inquiring why the 
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wind shifts a point, or why a woman changes her 
mind. Were I Mr Mordaunt, I would not ask 
the proud wenches another question on suc^h a 
subject." 

*^ It is a friendly advice, Captain Cleveland," 
replied Mordaunt, " and I will not hold it the 
less so that it has been given unasked. Allow 
me to inquire if you are yourself as indifferent to 
the opinion of your female friends as it seems you 
would have me to be ?^ 

** Who, I .?" said the Captain, with an air of 
frank indifference. *^ I never thought twice upon 
such a subject I never saw a woman worth think- 
ing twice about after the anchor was a-peak— ^ 
on shore it is another thing ; and I will laugh, 
sing, dance, and love, if they like it, with twenty 
girls, were they but half so pretty as those who 
have left us, and make them heartily welcome to 
change their course in the sound of a boatswain'^s 
whistle. It will be odds but I wear as fast as 
they can.'' 

A patient is seldom pleased with that sort of 
consolation which is founded on holding light the 
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malady of which he complains ; and Mordaunt 
felt disposed to be offended with Captain Cleve- 
land, both for taking notice of his embarrass- 
ment) and intruding upon him his own opinion ; 
and he replied, therefore, somewhat sharply, 
*^ that Captain Cleveland's sentiments were only 
suited to. such as had the art to beccone universal 
favourites wherever chance happened to throw 
them, and who could not lose in one place more 
than their merit was sure to gain for them in 
another.** 

This was spoken ironically ; but there was, to 
coaless the truth, a superior knowledge of the 
world, and a consdousness of external merit at 
least about the man, which rendered his inter- 
ference doubly disagreeable. As Sir Lucius 
O'^Trigger says, there was an air of success about 
Captain Cleveland which was mighty provoking. 
Young, handsome, and well assured, his air bf 
nautical bluntness sate naturally and easily upon 
him, and was perhaps particularly well fitted to 
the simple manners of the remote country in 
which he found himself; and where, even in the 
best families, a greater degree of refinement 
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might have rendered his conversation rather less 
acceptable. He was contented, in the present 
instance, to smile good-hmnouredly at the ob- 
vious discontent of Mordaunt Mertoun, and re- 
plied, " You are angry with me, my good friend, 
but you cannot make me angry with you. The 
fair hands of all the pretty women I ever saw 
in my life would never have fished me up out of 
the roost of Sumburgh. So pray do not quar- 
rel with me ; for here is Mr Halcro witness that 
I have struck both jack and topsail, and should 
you fire a broadside into me, cannot return a 
single shot.^ 

" Ay, ay," said Halcro, " you must be friends 
with Captain Cleveland, Mordaunt. Never quar- 
rel with your friend, because a woman is whim- 
sicaL Why, man, if they kept one humour, how 
the devil could we make so many songs on them 
as we do ? Even old Dryden himself, glorious 
old John, could have said little about a ^1 that 
was always of one mind— -as well write verses 
upon a mill-pond. It is your tides and your 
roosts, and your currents and eddies^ that come 
and go, and ebb and flow, (by Heaveni ! I run 
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kibi ifa^me whdn I m nnieb sis think upon them,) 
tlwt gmile one daj^ rage the next, flattei^ and de- 
YOuTy de%ht and miri us^ and so ibrtb-^t is 
these that giye the real soul of poetry. Did joa 
never hear my Adieu to the Lass of Nortfamaven 
-i-^at was poor Bet Stitnbister, whom I call 
Mary for the sound'^s sake, as I call mysdf Haooa 
after my great andestor Hacon Goldemund, or 
Haco with the goideo mouth, who came to the 
ii^iand wkh Harold Harfager, and was his chief 
Seaid P-^Well, but Inhere was I— O ay^^pcm Bet 
StimbisCer, sbe. Mid partly some debt, was the 
cause of my leaving the isles of Hialtland, (bet« 
ter so called than Shetland, or Zetland even,) 
atid taking" to the bread Work). I have had a 
t^Htttp of it since that time— I have battled my 
Way through tftre world, Captain, as a maii of 
mold may, that has a light head, a light purse, 
and a heart as liglft aa them both-^fbugbt my 
Wdy, and paid my way-^that is^ evthef with mo^ 
ney or wit — ^hate seen kings changed and de* 
posed, as you would turn a tenafit oUt of a scftt-* 
hold-A-4tnew all the wits of the age, and especial^ 
}y the gterfecis John Dryden — whdt thAn in Ae 



THS PiUATX. S$^ 

islftodfl €aa say , as much, barring lyingHyrl bad « 
{HAoh out of his own snuflT-box-r— I will tell you 
how I came by audi promotion.^ 

^^ But the aong, Mr Halcm,^ aaid CaptaJin 
Cleveland. 

^* The song ?^ answered Haleio, sevsing t|^ 
Captain by the hntton^-^for he was too xmieh 
accustomed to have has audience escsfiie fFotn him 
during recitation, not to put in pr^icti^e all the 
usual means of preventions^— " The song ? Why 
I gave a copy of it, with fifteen others, to the 
immortal John. You ^all hear itr— you sbsJH 
bear them all, if you will but stand still a mo- 
ment ; and you too, my dear boy, Mordauiit 
MertQun, I have acacee heard a word fipipa your 
mouth these siif. months, and now you are run- 
JMDg away from me.^ So saying, be ^eci^ired .bim 
witii his other hand. 

" Nay, now he has got lis both in tow,'' fatd 
the seaman ; ^^ there is nothing for it but bear- 
ing him out, though he spins as tough a yam as 
ever an old man-of-warVman twisted on the 
watch at midnight.'^ 

" Nay, now be silent, be silent, and let one of 
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US speak at once,^ said the poet, imperatively ; 
while Cleveland and Mordaunt, looking at each 
other with a ludicrous expression of resignation 
to thdr fate, waited in submission for the well- 
known and inevitable tale. ^* I will tell you all 
about it,^ continued Halcro. '^ I was knocked 
about the world like other young fellows, doing 
this, that, and toother for a livelihood ; for, thank 
Grod, I could turn my hand to any thing— but 
loving still the Muses as much as if the un- 
grateful jades had found me, like so many block- 
heads, in my own coach and six. However, 
I held out till my cousin, old Laurence Link- 
lutter, died, and left me the bit of an island 
yonder ; although, by the way, Cultmalindie 
was as near to him as I was ; but Lawrence 
loved wit, though he had little of his own. Well, 
he left me the wee bit island— 4t is as barren as 
Parnassus itself. What then — I have a penny 
to spend, a penny to keep my purse, a penny to 
give to the poor — ay, and a bed and a bottle for 
a friend, as you shall know, boys, if you will go 
back with me when this merriment is over.— But 
where was I in my fetory ?^ 



^'-I 
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** Near port, I hope," answered Cleveland ; 
but Halcro was too determined a narrator to be 
interrupted by the broadest hint. 

" O ay," he resumed, with the self-satisfied 
air of one who has recovered the thread of a 
story, *^ I was in my old lodgings in Russel- 
street, with old Timothy Thimbleth waiter the 
Master Fashioner, then the best known man 
about town. He made for all the wits, and for 
the dull boobies of fortune besides, and made 
the one pay for the other. He never denied a 
wit credit save in jest, or for the sake of getting 
a repartee ; and he was in correspondence with 
all that was worth knowing about town. He had 
letters from Crowne, and Tate, and Prior, and 
Tom Brown, and all the famous fellows of the 
time, with such pellets of wit, that tliere was no 
reading them without laughing ready to die, and 
all ending with craving a further term for pay- 
ment." 

^^ I should have thought the tailor would have 
foUnd that jest rather serious," said Mordaunt. 

" Not a bit — not a bit— Tim Thimblethwaite 
(he was a Cumberland-man by birth,)" replied 
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his eukgbt, *< had the soul of a piiiice-*-«7, and 
died with the f(»*tune of one ; for woe betide the 
custard<gorged alderman that came under Tim^a 
goose, after he had got one of these letters-* 
egad, he was sure to pay the kain. Why, Thim^ 
blethwaite was thought to be the original of little 
Tom Bibber, in glorious John'^s comedy of the 
Wild Grallant ; and I know that he has trusted, 
ay, and lent John money to boot out of his own 
pocket, at a time when all his fine court friends 
blew cold enough. He trusted me too, and I 
have been two months on the score at a time fat 
my upper-room. To be sure, I was obliging in 
his way — not that I exactly could shape or sew, 
nor would that have been decorous for a gentle* 
man of good descent ; but I— eh, eh — I drew 
bills*-€ummed up the books ^ 

<< Carried home the clothes of the wits and 
aldermen, and got lod^ng for your labour,^ in* 
terrupted Cleveland. 

** No, no-— damn it, no,'' replied Halcro ; " no 
sudi thing-— you put me out in my story — ^where 
was I ?'' 
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^^ Naj, die defvil kelp jou to the latita»ie»^ 
said the Captain, extricating his button from, the 
gripe of the unmerciful bard^s finger and thumb, 
*^ for I have no time to make an obserration.*" 
So Baying, he bolted from the rocmi. 

<* A silly ilUbied conceited fool,^ said Hal- 
cro, looking after him ; ^* with as little men«- 
ners as wit in his empty coxcomb. I wonder 
what Magnus and these silly wenches can see ifk 
him— ^he tells such damnable long-winded stories, 
too, about his adventures and sea-fights— -every 
second word a lie, I doubt not. Mordaunt, my 
dear boy, take example by that man^f^that is, 
take warning by him--never tell long stories 
about yourself. You are sometimes given to talk 
too much about your own exjdoits on craigs and 
skerries, and the like, which only breaks conver- 
sation, and prevents other folks from being heard. 
Now I see you are impatient to hear out what I 
was saying— »-Stop, where about was I ?^ 

^ I fear we must put it off, Mr Halcro, until 
a&j&c dinner,'*^ said Mordaunt, who also meditated 
his escape, though desirous of effecting it with 
more delicacy towards his old acquaintance than 
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Captaixi Cleveland had thought it necessary to 
use. 

*' Nay, my dear boy,^ said Halcro, seeing him- 
self about to be utterly deserted ; *^ do not you 
leave me too— never take so bad an example as 
to set light by old acquaintanoe, Mordaunt. I 
have wandered many a weary step in my day ; but 
they were always lightened when I could get 
hold of the arm of an old friend like yourself.^ 

So saying, he quitted the youth^a coat, and, 
sliding his hand gently under his arm, grappled 
him more effectually, to which Mordaunt sul>- 
mitted, a little moved by the poet^s observation 
upon the unkindness of old acquaintances, under 
which he himself was an immediate sufferer. But 
when Halcro renewed his formidable question, 
^^ Whereabouts was I ?^^ Mordaunt, preferring 
his poetry to his prose, reminded him of the song 
which he said he had written upon his first lea- 
ving Zetland,— -a song to which, indeed, the in- 
quirer was no stranger, but which, as it must be 
new to the reader, we shall here insert as a fa- 
vourable specimen of the poetical powers of this 
tuneful descendant of Haco the Golden-mouthed; 

6^ 
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for, in the opinion of many tolerable judges, he 
held a respectable rank among the inditers of ma« 
drigals of the period, and was as well qualified 
to give immortality to his Nancies of the hills or 
dales, as many a gentle sonnetteer of wit and plea- 
sure about towji. He was something of a musi- 
cian also, and on the present occasion seized upon 
a sort of lute, and, quitting his victim, prepared 
the instrument for an accompaniment, speaking 
all the while that he might lose no time. 

** I learned the lute," he sfidd, ** from the same 
man who taught honest Shadwell — plump Tom, 
as they used to call him — somewhat roughly 
treated by the glorious John, you remember— 
Mordaunt, you remember— 

' Methinks I see the new Arion sail. 
The lute still trembling underneath thy nail ; 
At thy well sharpened thumbs from shore to shore^ 
The trebles squeak for fear^ the basses roar/ 

Come, I am indifferently in tune now — what was 
it to be? — ay, I remember— nay. The Lass of 
Northmaven is the ditty — poor Bet Stimbister ! I 
have called her Mary in the verses. Betsy does, 
well for an English song; but Mary is more 
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Bfttural bf re.^ So ^yiog', after a i^rt; pfdude, 
he sung, with a tolersUe voice and uome taskd^ 
the following 



'' Farewell to Northmayeiiy 

Grey Hillswicke, farewell ! 
To the odma of thy faaren, 

Tke stomM on thy fdl^ 
To eaoh breeam that can viry 

TIm n^ciOd of thy 9^'b^ 
And to ibffe, bonny Ma^ ! 

We meet not aga^n. 

'^ FareweM lisye wild ferry. 
Which Hacon could bmve. 

When the peaks of the Skerry 
Were white in the wave. 

There's a maid may look over 
These wild waves in vain. 

For the skiff of her lover — 
^^p^i He comes not again. 

•'•" ■ ^^ r J 

V( V '-'s^/ " ^^® ^^^^"^ ^^^^ ^* broke, 
^^ ^ . -^ On the wild currents fling them ; 

On the quicksand and rock 

Let the mermaiden sing them. 



v^*. 
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New fweetoeM tl^eyll gire her 

Bewildering strain ; 
But there's one who will never 

Believe them again. 



*^ were tliete an island. 

Though ever so wild, 
Wheio woman could amik, and 

No man he beguiled — 
Too tempting a snare 

To poor mortals were given. 
And the hope would ^ there. 

That should anchor on heaven. 



»» 



<c 



I see ydu are softened^ my young friend,^ 
8ftid Halcto, when ho bad finished his song ; ^^ so 
ate most n^ho hear that same ditty. Words and 
mnsfc both mine o^n *r and^ without saying much 
of the wit of it, there i» a sort of— eh— eh— <iim. 
plicity and truth about it^ which gets its way to 
most folks^ heart. !Even your father cannot re- 
sist it — and he has a heart as impenetrable to 
poetry and song as Apollo himself could draw an 
arrow against. But then he has had some ill luck 
in his time with the woman folks, as is plain from 
his owing them such a grudge— Ay, ay, there 
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the charm lies-— none of us but has fett the same 
sore in our day. But come, my dear boy, they 
are mustering in the hall, men and women both — 
plagues as they are, we should get on ill without 
them — but before we go, only mark the last 
turn— 

' And ihe hope would fix there ;'-^ 

that is, in the supposed island— a place which 
neither was nor will 



^ That should anchor on heaven/ 

Now you see, my good young man, there are 
here none of your heathenish rants, which Ro- 
chester, Etheridge, and these wild fellows, used 
to string together. A parson might sing the 
song, and his clerk bear the burthen — ^but there 
is the confounded bell— we must go n^w— but 
never mind — ^we^U get into a quiet comer at lught, 
and m tell you all about it^ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Full in the midst the polish'd table shines, 
And the bright goblets, rich with generous wines ; 
Now each partakes the feast, the wine prepares, 
Portions the food, and each the portion shares ; 
Nor till the rage of thirst and hunger ceased. 
To the high host approached the sagacious guest. 

Odytsey. 



The hospitable profusion of Magnus TroiPs 
board, the number of guests who feasted in the hall, 
the much greater number of retainers, attendants, 
humble friends, and domestics of every possible 
description, who revelled without, with the multi- 
tude of the still poorer, and less honoured assist- 
ants, who came from every hamlet or township 
within twenty miles round, to share the bounty 
of the munificent Udaller, were such as altoge- 
ther astonished Triptolemus Yellowley, and made 
him internally doubt whether it would be pru- 
dent in him at this time, and amid the full glow 
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of bis hospitality, to propose to the host who 
prended over such a splendid banquet, a radical 
change in the whole customs and usages of his 
country. 

True, the sagadous Triptolemus felt conscious 
that he possessed in his own person wisdom far 
superior to that of all the assembled feasters, to 
say nothing of the landlord, against whose pru- 
dence the very extent of his hospitality formed, 
in Yellowley^s opinion, sufficient evidence. But 
yet the Amphitryon with whom one dines holds, 
for the time at least, an influence over the minds 
of his most distinguished guests ; and if the din* 
ner be in good style, and the wines of the right 
quality, it is humbling to see that neither art nor 
wisdom, scarce external rank itself, can assume 
their natural and wonted superiority over the dis- 
trii>utor of these good things, unt^ coffee has been 
brought in. Triptolemus felt the full weigbtof this 
temporary superiority, yet he was deinrous to do 
something that might vindicate the raunts he had 
made to bis mtet and his felldw-trateiler^ and he 
stole a look at them from time to lime, to mark 
whether ht was not sinking in their esteem fifom 

4 
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postponiug his proDaisiedi leeture upoa the etior- 
mitks of Zetland* 

Bat Mi's Barbara was bui»ly engage in noting 
and registering the waste incurred in such an en« 
tertainm^nt as she had {probably tietet^ before 
looked upon^ and in admiring the hoi^f s indiffe- 
rence to, and the guests^ absolute negligence c^ 
those rules of civility in which her yduth had 
been brought up. The fea^ters demied to be 

helped from a dish which was unbrd^en, ftnd 

might have figured at supper, with ai^ tmth ttee* 

dc»h as if it had undergone the ravages of half^ 
a^l^zen guests, and no one deemed to careuw4he 
kndlt^d himself least of all-^whether those dishes 
only Were consumed, which, fSnom thdr nature, 
are iticapable of re^ppeftrance, or whether ihe 
assault was extended to the substantial rounds 
of beef, pasties, and so forth, which, by the rules 
of ^ood housewifery. Were destined to iJtartd two 
attacks, and which therefore, according to Mtii 
Barbara'^s ideas of politcnei^s, ought nat to hdve 
been annihilated by the guests upoii the £tit on« 
setj but spared^ like Outis in the cuve <^' Pdly^ 
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phemufl, to be devoured the last Jjost in the 
meditations to which these breaches of convivial 
discipline gave rise, and in the contemplation of 
an ideal larder of ccdd meat which she could have 
saved out of the wreck of roast, boiled, and baked, 
suffident to have supplied her cupboard for at 
least a twelvemonth, Mrs Barbara cared very lit- 
tle whether or not her brother supported in its 
extent the character whi«^ he bad calculated up- 
on assuming 

. M qrdaunt Mertoun also was conversant with 
fkr other tboughts than those which regarded the 
proposed rdbrmer of Zetland enormities. His 
seat was betwixt two blithe maidens of Thule, 
who, not taking scorn that he had upon other oc-. 
casions pven preference to the daughters of the 
Cdaller, were glad of the chance which assigned 
to them^the attentions of so distinguished a gal-» 
lant, who, as being their squire at the feast, might 
in all probability become their partner in the 
subsequent dance. But, whilst rendering to his 
fair ndghbours all the usual attentions which so^ 
dety reqiuredf Mordaunt kept up a covert, but 
accurate and close obsfirvation, upon his estran- 
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^d friends, Minna and Brenda. The Udaller 
himself had a share of his attention ; but in him 
he could remark nothing, except the usual tone 
c£ hearty and somewhat boisterous hospitality 
with which he was. accustomed to animate the 
banquet upon all such occasions of general fes- 
tivity. But in the differing mien of the two 
maidens there was much more room for painful 
remark. 

Captain Cleveland sate betwixt the astere, was 
sedulous in his attentions to both, and Mordaunt 
^as so placed, that he could observe all, and hear 
a great dealy of what passed between them. But 
Cleveland's peculiar r^ard seemed devoted to 
the elder sbter. Of this the younger was perfaapis 
conscious, for more than once her eye glanced 
towards Mordaunt, and, as he thought, with 
sometlung in it which resembled regret *for the 
interruption of their intercourse, and a sad re^ 
membrance of former and more friendly times ; 
while Minna was exclusively engrossed by the 
attentions of her neighbour; and that it should 
be so,, filled Mordaunt with surprise and resent, 
ment 
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Miniia^ the serious the prudent, the reservedy 
whose cx>unteiiaDoe and manners indicated so 
mudi elevation of diaracter-«^Minna^ the lover 
of tolitude, and of those paths of knowledge in 
which mea walk best without compan j^^the e^»i 
my of light mirth, the friend df muung melan^ 
eholy, and the frequenter of fountain-heads and 
pathless gIen»>^Hihe whose diaracter seemed, in 
short, the very reverse of that which might 
be captivated by the bold, coarse, and dating 
gallantry of such a man as this Captain Cleve* 
land, gave, nevertheless, her eye and ear to hun^ 
as he sate beside her at table, with an interest 
and a graoiousness of attention, which, to Mor? 
dauikt, who well knew how to judge of her feel- 
ings by her manner, intimated a degree of the 
highest favour. He observed this, and his heart 
rose against the favourite by whoin he had been 
thus superseded, as well as against Minna's in^ 
discreet departure from her own character. 

** What is there about the man,^ he said witb- 
in himself, V more than die bold and daring a»> 
sumption of importance which is derived from 
l^uccess in petty enterprizes, and the exerdae ot 
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pett J despotism over a ship^s crew ?-^his rtvy Ian* 
guage is more profeasicmal than is used by ihe 
superior officers of the British navy ; and th^ wit 
which has excited so many smiles^ seems to xxki 
such as Minna would not formerly baYe eodured 
for an instant. Even Brenda seefns less taken 
with his gallantry th^p Minna^ wbmn it should 
have suited 90 little.^ 

Mordaunt was doubly mistaken in tbes0 bis 
angry speculations. In the first plaee> with an 
^e whidi was^ in some respeeta, that of a rival, he 
criticised far too severely the manners and beha- 
viour of Captain Cleveland. They were unpolish- 
ed, certunly ; which was of the less consequence 
in a oountry inhabited by so {^aln and ^mple a 
iraee as the ancient Zc^landers. On the other 
hand^ there was an opai^ naval frankness in Cle ve- 
lahd'^s manners-pvHQfiuch natural shrewdness— p«ome 
appropriate humour^n^n undoubting confidence 
in himself-^and that enterprising hardihood of 
disposition, which^ without any other recommend- 
able quality, very often leads to success with the 
fair sex. But Mordaunt was farther mistaken, 
in supposing that Cleveland was likely to, be dis- 
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agreettUe to Minna Troil, on aooount of the ap^ 
pondon of thcar characteiB in so many xnaterial. 
partieularB. Had his knowledge of the world 
been a fitde more extensive, he mi^t have ob- 
served, that as unions are often formed betwixt 
eouples differing in complexion and stature, they 
take [daoe still more frequently betwixt persons 
totally differing in feelings, in taste, in pursuits, 
and in understamfimr; and it would not be say- 
ing, p^iq)6» too much, to aver, that two-thirds 
of the marriages axtnmd us have been contrwted 
betwixt persons, who, judging apnori, we should 
have thought had scarce any charms for each 
other. 

A moral and primary cause might be easily 
asngned for these ammialiesy in the wise dispen- 
sations of Providence, that the general balance 
c^ wit, wisdom, and amiable qualities of all kinds, 
should be kept up through sodety at large. For^ 
what a world were it, if the wise ware to intezimar^ 
ry only with the wise, the learned with the leani*. 
ed, the amiable with the amiable, nay, even the 
handsome with the handsome ? and, is it not evi- 
dent, that the degraded castes of the foolish, the 
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ignorant, the brutal, and the d dbrmtfe t, (com- 
prehending, by the way, far the greater portion 
of mankind,) must, when oond^nned to excluinve 
intercourse with each other^ become gradually ad 
much brutalized in person and disposition as so 
many ouran-outangs? When, therefore, we see 
the ** gentle joined to the rude,^ we may lament 
the fate of the suffering individual, but we must 
not the less admire the mysterious dispodtion of 
that wise Providence which thus balances the 
moral good and evil of life ;-— which secures for a 
family, unhappy in the dispositions of one parent, 
a share of better and sweeter blood, transmitted 
from the other, and preserve to the offspring the 
affectionate care and protection of at least one of 
those from whom it is naturally due; Without the 
frequent occuri'ence of such alliances and unions 
— -missorted as they seem at first sight— the world 
could not be that for which Eternal Wisdom has 
designed it— a place of mixed good and evil—- a 
place of trial at once, and of suffering, where 
even the worst ills are chequered with something 
that renders them tolerable to humble and patient 
minds, and where the best blessings carry with 
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thtm a mottmry nUoy (tf emhitteriflg deprecia* 
tioli. 

WbeOt ]nd«ed» v^ lopk a Uide closer cm the 
«iiu0a of thoM imexpectod imd iU^-auited attach- 
meats, wb hare oQeaaoii to aelmowledge, that the 
maaiHi bjr whxdi thejr are produoed do not infer 
that oomplcte departure from, or inconnsteney 
whhi the flharaeter of the parties, which we might 
expect when the result alone is contemplated. 
The wise purposes which Pnyvidence appears to 
hare had in ylew, by permitting such int^^nix* 
ture of ^spontions, tempers, and understandings, 
in the married state, are not accomplished by apy 
mysterious impulse by which, in contradiction to 
the ordinary laws of natuiie, men or women are 
urged to an union irith those whom the world 
ste to be unniitaUe io them. The freedom of 
will is permitted to us in the occurrences dT or. 
dinary life, as in our moral conduct; and in the 
former, as well as the latter cape, is often the 
means of misguiding those who posiess it Thus 
it usually happens, more especially to the enthu<^ 
nastic and imaginative, that, having formed a 
picture of admiration in their own mind, they too 
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/OfWn diacieiye thi9ni$^l¥es by some &iht resem- 
blajice in aooie eitiBting bfang> whom their fancy 
^s speedily as gratuitously invests with all the at- 
tributed Becessiury to oomfdete the bmu ideal of 
mental perfeetioD* No one, perhaps, even in the 
bftppiest marriage, with an object really beloved, 
ever found all the qualities he e:[^peoted to possess; 
but in far too many cases, he finds he has prac- 
tised a much higher degree of mental deception, 
md hfM3 erected his airy castle of feKdCy upon 
some miibow, which owed its Very existence on^- 
ly to the peculiar state of the atmosphere. 

Thus Mordaunt, if better acquainted with life, 
aud With the course of human things, would have 
b^Q little surprised that such a man as Cleve- 
land, handsome, bold^ and animated,-*^ man who 
had obviously Ih'ed in danger, and who spoke of 
it as sport, should have been invested, by a ^rl 
of MinnaV fanciful character, with an Extensive 
share of those qualities, which, in her active ima- 
gination, were held to fill up the accom|dishments 
of a heroic character. The plain bluntness of 
his manner, if remote from courtesy, appeared, at 
least, as widely different from deceit ; and, un- 
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fiuhioned as he seemed by forms, he had enough 
both of natural sense, and natural good-breeding, 
to support the delunon he had created/ at least 
so far as externals were oonoemed. It is scarce 
necessary to add, that these observations appl^ 
exdunvely to what are called love-matches ; for 
when either party fix thar attachment upon the 
substantial oomfcMrts of a rental, or a jointure, 
they cannot be disappcnnted in the acquisition^ 
although they may be cruelly so in their over- 
estimation of the hajypiness it was to afford, or in 
having too slightly antidpated the disadvantages 
with whidi it was to be attended. 

Having a certain partaaiity for the dark Beauty 
whom we have described, we have willingly de- 
dicated this digresuon, in order to account for a 
line of conduct which we allow tb seem absolute- 
ly unnatural in such a narrative as the present, 
though the most common event in ordinary life ; 
namely, in MinnaV appearing to have over-esti- 
mated the taste, talent, and ability of a hand- 
some young man, who was dedicating to her his 
whole time and attention, and whose homage 
rendered hier the envy of almost all the other 
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young women of that numerous party. Perhaps, 
if our fair readers will take the trouble to consult 
their own bosoms, they will be disposed to allow, 
that the distinguished good taste exhibited by 
any individual, who, when his attentions would 
be agreeable to a whole drcle of rivals, selects 
one as their individual, object, entitles him, on 
the footing of reciprocity, if on no other, to a 
large share of that one^s favourable, and even par^ 
tial esteem. At any rate, if the character shall, 
after all, be deemed inconsistent and unnatural, 
it comsems not us, who record the facts as we find 
them, and pretend no privil^e for bringing closer 
to nature those inddents which may seem to di- 
verge from it ; or for reducing to consistence that 
most inoonidstent of aU created things— *the heart 
of a beautiful and admired female. 

Necessity, which teaches all the liberal arts, 
can render us also adepts in disramulation ; and 
Mordaunt, though a novice^ failed not to prc^t 
in her schpol. It was manifest, that, in order to 
observe the demeanour of those on whom his at- 
tention was fixed, he must, needs put constraint 
on his own, and appear, lit least, so much engaged 
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the dannelB betwixt whom he sate, that 
If insa and Bienda should suppose him indiffe^ 
xent to what was pasnng around him. The ready 
oheerfuhdesa of Maddie and Clara Groatsettars^ 
who were esteemed considerable fortunes in the 
island, and were at this moment too happy in 
feeling themselves seiited somewhat beyond the 
qphere of vigilanoe influenoed by their aunt, the 
good old Lady Gloupoumm, met and requited the 
attempts whieb Mordaunt made to be lively and 
entertaiaing ; and they wa!>e soon engaged in a gay 
conversation, to which, as usual on such ocea- 
n<His, the gentleman contributed wit, or what 
passes for such, and the ladies their prompt 
laughter and liberal applause^ But, amidst tins 
seeming imrtb, Mordaunt failed not, ftom time 
to time, as covertly as he might, to observe the 
conduct of the two daughters of M^nus ; and 
stilt it appeared as if the dder, wrapt up m the 
conversation of Cleveland, did not cast away a 
thought on the rest of the company ; mad as if 
Brenda, more openly as she conceived his atten^ 
tionwithdrawn^firomher, looked with anexpresmon 
both anxious^and melancholy towards the groupe 
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of which he himBclf formed a part. He was much 
moved by the diffid^ce^ as well as the troubli^ 
which her looks seemed to convey, and tacitly 
formed the restJution of seeking a more full ex* 
jdanation with her in the course of the evening* 
Nornb, he remembered^ had stated that these two 
amiable young women ware in danger^ the na- 
ture of which she left unexplained^ but which he 
suspected to arise out of their mistaking the cfaa< 
radier of this darmg and all-engrossing stranger ; 
and he secretly resolved^ that, if posdble, he 
would be the means of detecting Cleveland, and 
of saving his early friends. 

As he revolved these thoughts, his attenddd to 
the Miss Groatsettars gradually diminished, and 
{lerhaps he might altogeth^ have forgotten the n&^ 
cessity of his appearing an uninterested spectator 
of what was passing, had not the signal he&a given 
for the ladies retiring from table. Minna, with a 
native grace, and somewhat of stateliness in h&t 
manner^ bent her head io the company in geneittl^ 
with a kinder and more particular expression as 
her eye readied Cleveland* Brenda, with the blush 
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which attended her slightest personal exertioa 
when exposed to the eyes of others, hurried 
through the same departing salutation with an 
embarrassment whidi almost amounted to awk- 
wardness, but which her youth and timidity ren- 
dered at once natural and interesting. Again 
Mordaunt thought that her eye distinguished 
him amidst the numerous o(Hnpany. For the 
first time he ventured to enooun|^r and to return 
the glance ; and the consciousness that he had 
done so, doubled the glow of Brenda*s counte- 
nance, while something resembling displeasure 
was blended with her emotion. 
. When the ladies had retired, the men betook 
themsdves to the deep and serious drinking, 
which, according to the fashion of the times, 
preceded the evening exercise of the dance. Old 
Magnus himself, by precept and example, ex* 
horted them '< to make the best use of their time, 
nnce the ladies would soon summon them to 
riiake thdr feet^ At the same time givmg the 
signal to a grey-headed domestic, who stood be- 
hind him in the dress of a Dantzic skipper^ and 
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who added to many other occupations that of but* 
ler^ <^ Eric Scambester,^ he ssud, '^ has the good 
ship the Jolly Mariner of Canton, got her cargo; 
on board P^ 

'^ Choke-full loaded,^ answered the Ganymede 
of Burgh Westra, ^^ with good Nantz, Jamaica 
sugar, Portugal lemons, not to mention nutmeg 
and toast and water, taken in from the Shellicoat 
i^nring.^ 

Loud and long laughed the guests at this sta- 
ted and regular jest betwixt the Udaller and his 
butler, which always served as a preface to the 
introduction of a punch*bowl of uncommon size, 
the ^t of the captain of one of the Honourable 
East India Company^s vessels, which, bound from 
China homeward, had been driven north about by 
stress of weather into Lerwick-bay, and had there 
contrived to get rid of part of the cargo, without 
very scrupulously reckoning for the King's du- 
ties* 

Magnus Troil, having been a large custom^ 
er, besides otherwise obliging Captain Coolie, 
had been remuaerati^, on the departure of the 
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dnpf with this qpltndid Tchicle of oonviviolity, 
at the rety ngbt of which^ ai old Eric Scambes^ 
ter bent under its weight, a muntiur of appkuse 
ran through the company. 

Those nearest this capacious Mediterraueaii of 
pundiy were aocouimodated by the Udaller With 
their portions^ dispensed in huge mtntief gbttaes 
by his own boqntable battd^ whilst they idio Mt 
at a greater distance replenished their cups by 
means of a rich Bilvet Sagan^ facetiously eaUed 
the Pinnace; whieh^ filled doeanonally at the 
bowl) served to dispense its fiqiud treasuretl to 
the more remote parts of the table, and dcca8ioti<i. 
ed many facetious jests on its frequent v4yi^ge& 
The conraieroe of the Zetlanders with fcs-^ign 
vesselS) and hotbeward bdund West Indiatiiei), 
had e£u4y served to introduce amotig diem the 
genera] use of the generous bever^, with wfaieb 
the Jolly Mariner of Canton was loaded ; hint was 
there a man in the Archipelago of Thule more 
skilled in combining its rich iikgredidnts^ than old 
Eric Scambester, who indeed was known far and 
wide through the isles by the name of the Punch- 
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tnaker^ after the fashion of the ancient Nprwe- 
gians, who <kitiferred on Hollo the Walker^ and 
other h&rt)e8 of their strain, epithets expressive 
of the feats of dtretlgth or dexterity in which 
they excelled all other men. 

The good liquor was not slow in performing 
itis office bf exhilaratfon^ and, as the reyel ad- 
vanced, some anciient Norse drinking songs were 
suQ^ with great ^ect by the guests, tending to 
shew, thkt if from want of exercise the martial 
viilueis of theiif ancestors had decayed among 
the Zetlanders, they could still- actively and in« 
tensely enjoy so much of the pleasures of Val- 
halla as consisted in quaffing the oceans of mead 
add bi^owli ale, whiph were promised by Odin to 
those who should share his Scandinavian para- 
dise. At length, excited by the cup and song, 
the diffident grew bold, and the modest loquaci- 
ous—all became desirous of tallfyng, and none 
were willing to listen-— each man mounted his 
own special hobby-horse, and began eagerly to 
call on his neighbours to witness his agility. 
Amongst others, the little bard, who had now 
got next to our friend Mordaunt Mertoun, evin- 
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ced a positive determination to commence and 
conclude, in oil its longitude and latitude, the 
story of his introduction to glorious John Dry- 
den ; and Triptolemus Yellowley, as his sprits 
arose, shaking off a feeling of involuntiury awe, 
with which he was impressed by the opulence indi- 
cated in all he saw around him, as well as by the 
respect paid to Magnus Troil by the assembled 
guests, began to broach, to the astonished and 
somewhat offended Udaller, some of those pro- 
jects for ameliorating the islands, which he had 
boasted of to his fellow-travellers upon their 
journey of the morning. 

But the innovations which he suggested, and 
the reception which they met with at the hand of 
Magnus Troil, must be told in the next Chapter. 
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